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Blocking Healthy Oak Tree Removal!
On August 16th, a phone call was received from an significant part of the biodiversity of Sonoma
observant Bennett Valley resident, saying that 125 County...the complex structure of oak woodlands,
oak trees on Grange Road were marked with blue with their canopy, sub-canopy, and understory,
paint and PG&E was planning to cut them down. To support at least 60 species of mammals and 110
quote the PG&E spokesman for the North Bay species of breeding birds. The acorns dropped by
region, Lloyd Coker, from the August 22nd Press the oaks provide essential food for quail, turkeys,
Democrat article on this subject, "The idea was to squirrels and deer. So much oak woodland has been
remove the trees so they wouldn't be a continuous lost to agricultural, rural, or urban development that
problem." In the Letters to the Editor, Press most wildlife managers are greatly concerned
Democrat ( 8/30/01) Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates about...any future losses..." Because oak trees are
writes the following: "Let's be clear: Kendall- slow- growing, it takes a long time to replace losses.
Jackson Wine Estates joins with the residents of
Bennett Valley in opposing the outright removal
of oak trees by PG&E along Grange Road...I can
assure you that Jess and the Jackson family (owners
of Jackson Park) feel the same way about the
removal of oak trees..." Rob Gross, an arborist
specializing in oak trees, is quoted in this 8/22/01
article as saying, "...for entire trees to be removed
at this point of history where we're losing the
large numbers of them due to (sudden oak
death)...is alarming." Per this same article, the

While PG&E is required to keep trees away from
power lines to prevent fires and power outages, oak
trees generally only have to be trimmed back about
every 3 to 5 years to prevent these problems. It is
difficult to imagine why any of the oak trees in
Bennett Valley have to be removed by PG&E. The
missing generation of oak trees in the valley
woodlands are the seedlings and sapling oak trees.
This limited number of young oak trees also need
protection in order to sustain these oak woodlands.

approval for the removal of these oak trees has now
been put on hold by the County.

Both the Federal and State government have
approved significant amounts of money for the study
of "Sudden Oak Death" ', or Phytophthora ramorum,
in order to protect oak trees. (See pg. 5) Why?

"Oak woodlands-the dominant habitat in much of
Sonoma and Napa counties-are critical to
watersheds, helping to control erosion and draw
rainfall runoff into the ground...A variety of critters
live and thrive in California's oak communities.
(Press Democrat, 8/28/00). Bill Cox, a Fishery
Biologist with State Fish & Game. states in a letter
dated 3/18/98. "Oak woodlands make up a

So what can you do to help stop PG&E from
removing oak trees? First, watch out for marked
trees. On 8/24/01, Bennett Ridge neighbors reported
finding green paint on 21 trees on their property,.
including four oak trees, which were scheduled to
be cut down by PG&E within the week. Some
phone calls had to be made to stop it. Letters should
be written objecting to the REMOVAL of oak trees to
both PG&E (Greg Holquist, Forester, 111 Stony
Circle, Santa Rosa, 95401) and our State & Federal
governmental representatives. You can also contact
Scott Briggs @ 565-1936, requesting Sonoma
County Updated General Plan protection for oak
trees in general and from PG&E, specifically.
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T h a n k s f r o m B V F i r e !
By Joe Stans, Assistant BV Fire Chief

The Bennett Valley Community Day was held on
August 26th, 2001 as a fund-raising event by the
Bennett Valley Volunteer Firefighters Association.
This type of event is necessary to acquire the highly
specialized and expensive equipment necessary to
provide a first class fire and rescue service in
Bennett Valley. The Volunteer Firefighters would
like to take this opportunity to thank all people in
the Valley for their generous support of Community
Day. It was truly an eclectic effort and there are
literally too many people to mention. To Bobbie
Blair and the staff of volunteers she assembled,
Kendall-Jackson family farms, the Bennett Valley
Homeowners' Association, the artists, the auction
contributors, the pre-event sponsors and everyone
that helped make this. Community Day the most
successful event we have ever had, Thank You!

All the figures are not in yet and we have not tallied
the costs, but a preliminary gross for the event is
close to $42,000. Based on previous years, net
receipts should come in between $30,000 and
$35,000, which is better than ever before. With the
money the Volunteer Firefighters' Association
already had on the books, we will now be able to
make two of our three obligated payments on the
new fire engine. (We're expecting delivery of this
new "super" fire engine on 12/19/01.)

The success of any small rural fire district is a
community effort. You have all demonstrated your
strong sense of community during the months
preceding the event and at the event.

Bennett Valley Volunteer Firefighters: So far this
year, we have participated in two "out-of-county
strike teams." We do this for a number of reasons.
This exposes our volunteers to actual firefighting
situations and enhances their readiness for District
emergencies. At the same time we are compensated
by the Calif. Depart. of Forestry (CDF) for the
truck time and mileage-- and, as you have probably
guessed by now, the extra money is very welcome.
The "volunteer" firefighters also receive generous
payment from the State and this certainly improves
their morale.
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Lastly we get to "cross-pollinate" (which,
admittedly, is probably more descriptive than
technically accurate) with other districts and
agencies. This process keeps us fresh on the latest
techniques and changes in tactics and strategy. It
turns into a win-win situation. Other agencies know
they have a reserve of skilled firefighters available
from around the State, we are compensated for time
and equipment and we retain the experience for our
Bennett Valley fires.

Address Signs: Some of you are aware of the
County requirement concerning street naming
should a new residential unit be added to an existing
"driveway." This has become an issue in some
places in the Valley, and the Fire Department finds
itself squarely in the middle of the issue. On one
hand it is a lot easier for us to find an address if we
can reference it by a street rather than a
rack of signs with anywhere from 6 to 16 addresses
displayed. On the other hand we can see no real
reason to create street names like "Bennett Valley
Vista View Terrace Estates" or whatever.

Speaking from an operational point of view, our
goal is to respond as quickly as possible to the
correct location and render the service needed.
The compromise I suggest is the use of the county
standard address signs. They are approximately
5x12 inches with the lettering about 3 inches high on
a reflective green background with white reflective
numbers. If there is more than one residence on a
driveway we would like to see all the addresses on
the street listed with these signs and then one
additional sign at the particular driveway for each
residence. If those conditions can be met, then the
Bennett Valley Fire District would be delighted to
send a letter to the county requesting a variance.

Now it's time for the commercial. Our Explorer
Post makes and sells the signs as a way of
supporting their activities. However the signs are
available through any custom sign shop. Please
remember, it's the signs that are important, not
where you get them. On a dark stormy night these
signs can make a real difference in our response.

Cheers!



S i l e n t A u c t i o n U p d a t e

Bennett Valley Community Day 2001 was a great
deal of fun and the Silent Auction committee would
like to recognize the volunteers that helped make
our first silent auction effort a success. The
following people need our thanks: Suzanne
Dougherty*, Heather La Riviere, Patty Gundry,
Larissa Goliti, Michael Cronin, Marie & Gary
Gilbreth, Judy Temko, Linda Van Den Akker,
Sandra Carr, Diane Miller, Marilyn Stocks, Peg &
Ray Longman, Debbie Myers, Cindy Cunningham,
Jane Roberts, Patty & Mike Hickey, Norm Boling,
David Phillips, Dan Erickson, Terrie Lockwood,
Tamara & Gordon Boultbee, Claudine Simpson,
Tom Knox, Al Fecarotta and Bobbie Blair*. Also a
thank you to Patty White for the flyers, Lee
Babineau for the great sign on Bennett Valley and
Grange Roads, and the Bennett Valley School
District for the loan of easels for our signs.

Donna De La Briandais did a great job of
organizing the live art events that were there to
entertain and also to be used for donations. "Thank-
you"s are in order to the Sonoma County Cultural
Arts Council, Sylvia Seventy, Elisa Baker &
Creative Reuse. The artists who participated in the
Junk Art Wars were Len Mygatt, Stan Sommer,
Karen Sommer, Lote Thistlethwaite, Frank
LaCombe, Gail Eva Young, Deena Paulson, and
John LaCombe. The Quick Draw of the fire fighter
model, Devon Campbell, was done by Donna De La
Briandais, Connie Mygatt, Michael Richie, and Joan
Rowe. The Plein Air artists were Tamra Sanchez,
Lorraine Leivas, Aline Thistlethwaite, Linda
Ratzlaff, Lynette Lux-Caputo, Richard McDaniel,
Denise Whitman-Traverso, Deborah Cuchman and
Paula Smith. The artists who painted the picture
canvas were Michael Richie, Donna De La
Briandais, Karen & Stan Sommer, and Joanne
Sferrati. Thanks to all of them who suffered in the
warm sun that day. The largest "thank-you"s are,
however, to all those who donated articles and
services to be auctioned off, and to those of you
who participated by bidding on those articles and
donating money. We thank you very much for
helping the firefighters earn much needed money
toward a new fire engine and other safety
equipment.

*And we give special thanks to Bobbie and
Suzanne for this wonderful idea, combined with all
their time, energy and excellent organizational
skills! Editor

T h i s i s B e n n e t t Va l l e y !

Attached, you'll find the recently printed Bennett
Valley pamphlet created to introduce Bennett Valley
to prospective buyers as well as current Valley
residents. For the last few years, Bennett Valley
Homeowner's Association has been mailing out the
"Bennett Valley Area Plan" to realtors with
property listed for sale in Bennett Valley, but this
has not proved successful. Many new buyers still
had no information about or familiarity with the
Bennett Valley Area Plan. This has continued to
result in difficulty when these buyers later found out
about limitations on development in Bennett Valley,
many times after they had their plans for
construction already drawn up.

Last year a group of ten Bennett Valley residents
met together a number of times during about six
months, as the "Bennett Valley Common Ground
Committee", with the goal of working out
differences about ways to protect and preserve
Bennett Valley. At these group meetings, Frank
LaCombe initially presented the idea of developing a
very attractive pamphlet on Bennett Valley and the
Bennett Valley Area Plan that realtors would want
to pass out and people would want to read. Working
together with Heather LaRiviere and Marilee
Jensen, the three of them developed the attached
pamphlet, with input received from Sonoma County
Permit and Resource Management Department
(PRMD) and the Board of Directors of Bennett
Valley Homeowners Association. Throughout this
process, Frank LaCombe provided strong direction
about lay-out, photographs and what needed to be
included in this pamphlet.

This pamphlet will now be distributed to everyone
owning a parcel of land in Bennett Valley, PRMD
(for distribution to people planning any construction
in Bennett Valley), real estate agents with property
listed for sale in Bennett Valley and real estate
brokers. One real estate agent has already called to
express his appreciation for this new pamphlet.
PRMD staff has also called to comment positively
about this new Bennett Valley pamphlet.

If you have any questions or would care for more
copies of this pamphlet, please contact one of the
"Informational Contacts" attached to the pamphlet:
Frank at 585-3482, Heather at 522-0106 or Marilee
at 576-0405.
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M a t a n z a s C r e e k C o m m u n i t y
S t e w a r d s h i p G r o u p U p d a t e

The first field event for the Matanzas Creek
Community Stewardship Group will be a walk along
the lower portion of Matanzas Creek in Doyle Park,
City of Santa Rosa. The topics to be discussed
include creek and watershed processes, flooding and
its causes, the impacts of roads, and the value of
creek and riparian habitats. The creek walk will take
place on Saturday, September 29th, from 10 am to
12 noon.

The Sotoyome Resource Conservation
District (SRCD) has identified three "study reach"
areas in rural Bennett Valley along Matanzas Creek
which have physical characteristics that would make
them representative of the watershed above that
point. In order to use any one of these study reach
areas for monitoring, they need to receive access
permission from the landowners along those parts of
the creek. They have sent out "Landowner Access
Authorization Agreements" to 17 landowners in
Bennett Valley, for one year duration, requiring
seven days notice prior to any access. So far, only
three landowners have signed and returned these
authorizations. Landowners are encouraged to
consider agreeing to this access along Matanzas
Creek. If you want more information about this
process, please feel free to talk to Sierra Cantor at
569-1448 (SRCD) or Marilee Jensen, 576-0405.

Due to the large size of the Matanzas Creek
watershed, SRCD will be holding events and
activities both on the study reach (Bennett Valley
area and the lower portion of Matanzas Creek (City
of Santa Rosa area). All landowners and residents in
the watershed are welcome to attend any and all of
the activities which interest them, regardless of
location. If you are interested in receiving regular
notification about these activities, you must be sure
to contact SRCD at (707)569-1448 or through e-
mail at sotored@sonic.net in order to be added to
their active list

In addition to the creek walk in September, a
quarterly meeting will be held in the evening on
November 8, 2001. This meeting will include a
status report of Matanzas Creek activities, winter
monitoring opportunities, and discussion of
community project priorities. Again, to receive
details on this meeting, be sure to contact SRCD to
remain on their active mailing list. In addition to
receiving notification of Matanzas Creek events, you
will receive the Sotoyome Resource Conservation
District quarterly newsletter

B e n n e t t Val ley H o m e o w n e r ' s E l e c t i o n s
The Bennett Valley Homeowner's

Association Bylaws state that, "Thirty (30) days
prior to the Annual Meeting... (by September 19th
this year) a ballot containing the names and a briet
resume of the candidates for the then-occurring
vacancies on the Board of Directors shall be sent to
all voting members." This year there are no
candidates for the vacancies on the Board of
Directors. The Board of Directors is considering
reducing the number of directors who serve on the
Board sometime this next year, but that will require
an election. Watch for further notice.

B e n n e t t Valley Visual Corridors
Last month we had a write-up on the

Bachman Appeal (to the Board of Supervisors) to
get permission to build their new residence inside
the visual corridor on their parcel of land in Bennett
Valley, which is "prohibited" in the Bennett Valley
Area Plan. Their first hearing was continued until
August 28th, at which time the Bachmans' chose to
withdraw their appeal. They have now decided they
can find a satisfactory place to build their home on
their parcel outside of the visual corridor. Visual
Corridors in Bennett Valley can only be identified
by markings on the Bennett Valley Critical Open
Space map. Sonoma County Permit and Resource
Management Department has a copy of this map and
their staff can review this map with interested
individuals to help identify where the visual corridor
is depicted on any particular parcel of land.

Te n t a t i v e BV C l e a n - u p Day
On Saturday, October 27th, we are

scheduling a tentative BV Clean-up Day. Be sure to
mark it on your calendar and then watch for the sign
at the corner of Bennett Valley Road and Grange
Road to confirm it. These clean-up days begin at the
Bennett Valley Fire Station at 8:30 am, with big
bags, orange vests, and gloves for picking up the
litter left along the roads in Bennett Valley.

Appreciating a BV Hilltop Vineyard
by M a t t Phi l l ips "..I built that vineyard with total
functionality in mind...if you look real close, you will find that

the best form to follow is not something we as people can
create. It is already there in front of us. There are no terraces
and there are absolutely no changes to the way the land
naturally flows. It is all just like it was before; I just changed
what was on top of the soil... The fact that it came out looking
pretty can be attributed to mother nature, not me."
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