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Bennett Valley Fire Protection District;

More Bennett Valley Volunteers Are Needed!

Currently Matt Phillips and Joe Stans are the only
two volunteers in the Bennett Valley Fire District
who live within the confines of Bennett Valley. The
percentage of volunteers from this area has steadily
fallen over the years, and now most of them reside
in Santa Rosa. Because it takes them longer to get to
Bennett Valley for emergencies, this presents a
safety concern.

Most of the young people attracted as volunteers are
seeking jobs in emergency services. They become
volunteers while they are in school or waiting for
full-time employment. With the demand for
firefighters and emergency medical staff (EMS)
personnel at an all-time high, these volunteers are
not around very long. Each summer the problem is
exacerbated because the California Department of
Forestry (CDF) hires firefighters during the summer
fire season and many of the volunteers take these
seasonal jobs both for the pay and the experience.
That leaves Bennett Valley short of volunteers,
especially during the day, when many of the
remaining volunteers are at work.

This problem is not unique to Bennett Valley. All
Fire Districts with large components of volunteers
are suffering. Fire Chief Kent Reynolds, Assistant
Fire Chief Joe Stans, and the volunteer officers are
brainstorming solutions. Besides recruiting
additional volunteers who live in Bennett Valley, the
most promising suggestions involve non-firefighting
volunteer positions.

Volunteers who want to help but NOT as firefighters
could help in support roles, such as driving trucks
and fire engines (when qualified), kelping with hose
cleanup and reload, and driving the Support Unit
when it is activated. Some support volunteers could
also help with preparing and distributing educational
material regarding fire safety in Bennett Valley,
providing food and other auxillary services for the
firefighters during fires or other emergency actions,
and helping to raise funds for the Bennett Valley
Fire Station. This would include writing the thank-
you letters to those who have made a donation or
contributed a significant service to the firefighters.

More volunteers are needed for our improved safety! If you know of anyone in
Bennett Valley who would be willing to volunteer either as a firefighter or in
one of the support roles, please call Chief Kent Reynolds at 578-7761.

Recommended Fire Safety Standards Are Not Being Met in Bennett Valley With
Present Funding! What Choices Can We Make To Change That? *(See next page.)




*Bennett Valley Fire District Funding
by Joe Stans, Assistant Fire Chief
The passage of particular propositions in the last few years
has restricted the income of local Fire Districts. We can
only anticipate a 1% increase in funds each year, and with
inflation running at approximately 3%, we continually fall
behind. The Board of Directors of the Bennett Valley Fire
Protection District and Chief Reynolds have done an
amazing job of reallocating and restructuring but we are at
a point now where Bennett Valley safety is possibly being
compromised.

Unfunded state and federal mandates continue to erode
our ability for apparatus replacement such as twelve
Bendix-King portable radios with chargers, needed for
improved communication and a 2500-gallon water tender.
The water tender would be to provide for additional
transportable water as needed for a major structure fire.
We also have trouble finding available funds to meet the
infrastructure needs of the District, such as the windows,
doors, floors and repair of the septic system which the BV

Fire Station needs right now. (Note: Matanzas Creek Winery is
graciously allowing the volunteers to use one of their homes until the

septic system is repaired.) The BV Volunteer Firefighter
Association is regularly raising funds for the purchase of
major life-saving equipment for the District, such as the
new fire engine described in the March, 2001 issue of the
VOICE, because the District does not have the funds
necessary for these extra purchases. But there is only so
much which can be purchased from voluntary
contributions.

The questions before us are “What level of service do we
want?" and “How will we fund it?" The most feasible
reliable option is to increase the Benefit Assessment
tax for the Bennett Valley Fire Protection District from
$60 a year to somewhere between $120 and $180 a
year, per household. This would take a 2/3's vote to pass,
so it is a choice we will all have to carefully consider before
any changes can be made. You can expect to see more
detailed information in the coming year, prior to the
November, 2002 general election, about the various cost
levels of meeting the different safety standards. Bennett
Valley will always have fire protection: That is
mandated by state law. But what kind of fire protection
service do we want and how much are we willing to
spend for it?

Special Note: Greg Martin has accepted a new
position as a Sonoma County Fire Inspector, effective
7/10/01. After 20 years here, he will no longer work for BV
Fire District, but he says he’ll still be around.

Bennett Valley Tidbits

Matanzas Creek Watershed Group
The Sotoyome Resource Conservation District has now
identified three possible “study reach” areas along
Matanzas Creek for future monitoring of the Creek,
primarily below the dam. The owners of these pieces of
property have been sent “Access Agreements” which they
are being asked to sign for a trial period of one year. When
an area is secured with property owners' permission, there
will then be training scheduled for interested residents on
creek monitoring. Please contact Sierra Cantor at (707)
569-1448 with any questions.

Bachman Appeal to the Sonoma County Board of
Supervisors, Tuesday, 7/17/01, 3:00 pm

Stephen and Kim Bachman have filed appeals on the
Sonoma County PRMD administrative determination and
the Sonoma County Board of Zoning Adjustments
Resolution, both stating that the Bachmans cannot build a
new residence on the knoll in the Visual Corridor, as
identified in the Bennett Valley Area Plan, on their
property at 5660 Sonoma Mountain Road. According to
PRMD, there is approximately 13 acres available for
development of a homesite on their parcel outside this
Visual Corridor with at least two building sites available,
both of which are seen as preferable to the proposed
building. “To permit this new residence in the Visual
Corridor would set an inappropriate precedent for future
similar requests for properties within the Bennett Valley
Area Plan.” (Board of Zoning Adjustment Resolution, dated 4/26/01)
Prior to the hearing, you may review the project details or
submit written comments to Nick Chase, the Staff Planner
at PRMD, 565-1932, 2550 Ventura Ave., Santa Rosa.

Grange Road Bridge
Levi Gurule, Sonoma County Senior Civil Engineer, reports
they are into “detailing plans” for the proposed new bridge,
following the alignment of the current road/bridge. Staff is
considering a three-span bridge, with the spans straddling
the flow of water rather than having any piers in the creek.
They are also considering using precast bridge beams
which would allow for faster construction.They hope to
avoid permanent right-aways, although construction
easements will need to be obtained from adjacent
landowners and some driveways will have to be relocated.
The design plans usually takes about six months, but the
‘out-to-bid" date will be dependent on how long the right-
aways take to secure, both for the construction and the
driveway relocations. The County is still hoping
construction can begin in the Spring 2002.
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Upcoming BVHA Board Elections

Come one, come alll The time has rolled around once
again for nominations for positions on the Bennett Valley
Homeowner's Association (BVHA) Board of Directors.
Three directors are to be elected, and the term of office
is three years. The Board meets the third Wednesday of
each month, at 7:30 pm at the Bennett Valley Fire Station,
except for the following: November's meeting this year will
be on the second Wednesday, November 14th, rather than
the night before Thanksgiving, and there will be no meeting
in December.

Qualifications for office (from the BVHA bylaws) are that
each candidate (1) must be a voting member of BVHA and
(2) must have a strong commitment to promoting and
preserving the rural character and natural environment of
Bennett Valley. This second qualification must be
evidenced by a statement of 250 words or less, to be
included with each candidate's request for nomination.
Members may declare their candidacy and submit their
statements after July 1st.

All requests for candidacy, with accompanying
statements, must be in the hands of the Nominating
Committee by 5 p.m., August 15, 2001. Candidates may
present their packets to any of the Nominating Committee
members.

For campaign purposes, such as sending out flyers,
candidates may submit a request, including the intended
use, for a list of names and addresses of those members
entitled to vote in the election for directors. If there is no
reason to believe the list would be used for any other
purpose, then the candidates will receive the current list.
(Note: a number of members have, however, expressed
strong objection to having their telephone numbers given
out, and/or being telephoned by candidates or their
supporters; therefore, the list of telephone numbers will not
be released or used for this purpose.)

Ballots, together with candidates’ statements,
instructions for voting, and return envelopes, will be mailed
out to the membership with the September VOICE, which
is to be mailed September 11th. Results of the election will
be annouced at the October 17th meeting of the Board.

Candidates, please send notice of your candidacy
together with accompanying statements to any of the three
committee members, listed below. BVHA members or
others having questions concening these procedures
should also contact one of the members of the nominating
committee:

BVHA Nominating Committee Members

Eve Boling, 2769 Rollo Road, SR 04 573-8614
Jean LaCombe, 4393 Pressley Rd., SR 04 585-3482
Phil Temko, 4780 Hidden Oaks Rd., SR 04 544-0234

Bennett Valley 2002 Planning Meeting

Bob Hasenick was Facilitator and Patricia Gundry was
Recorder for this planning meeting on Saturday, June 16th,
at BV Grange Hall. The following decisions were made:

Purpose of BV 2002: Education, emphasis on
communication, current information about issues and
concerns in Bennett Valley, with information gathering to
be done prior to the BV 2002 meeting this year.

Invitees for BV 2002: Property owners, people who live in
BV, business owners, BV School Board members, people
interested in BV and Mike Cale, 1st District Supervisor.

Date for BV 2002: Saturday, February 2nd or Saturday,
February Sth, 8:30 am - noon. It was felt that more people
would be able to attend at that time of year.

Topics for Discussion:

A.) Water; quantity vs. scarcity, Bennett Ridge water levels
are much lower than usual, Matanzas Creek Watershed,
information from different water companies and individual
well owners about pumping rates, levels, quantity of water
usage, and rainfall, possible contingency plans for BV and
the need to address issues before they become urgent.

B.) Fire and Disaster Preparedness; Obtain informaticn
on BV Fire Station funding needs, possible solutions,
develop plans for disasters, arrange for CPR and 1st Aid
classes at the BV Grange Hall in the next few months.

C) Educational ltems;
1.) Learn from agricultural community in BV about their
vineyard management, especially spraying & water usage.
2.) School Funding & Educational Foundation Information
3.) Open Space & Land Conservation Information

Conclusions:
1.) Break-out Topics at BV 2002

a.) Water (Patty Gundry*, Frank LaCombe & Marty

McDonough) '
b.) Fire & Disaster Preparedness (Patty Allen, Weldon
Jackson, Marilee Jensen*, Bonnie Rhodes)
*Person who will insure further meeting prior to next
planning meeting.
2.) Presentations on Educational Iltems; VOICE, web-page,
BVHA Board meetings and/or BV 2002.

Organization team - Bill & Patty Allen, Bob Hasenick

Next Planning Meeting: Sat. Sept. 22nd, 9 — 11 am,
Bennett Valley Grange Hall Please Join Us!
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