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B H A BOARD OE DIRECTORS' ELECTIONS
Enclosed you will find your ballot, with each
candidate's brief biography, statement and
thoughts on specific issues. With this VOICE
you will also find the instructions for mailing in
the ballot, as well as two envelopes. There are
six candidates for the three positions on the
BHA Board of Directors, reflecting some
different opinions about what methods are best
to "promote & preserve the rural character and
natural environment of Bennett Valley". You
want to be sure to vote for the three
candidates who will best represent you in
Bennett Valley. At the next B H A Board of
Directors meeting, on Wednesday, November
15th, at 7:30 pm, some if not all of the
candidates will be in attendance. Each will be
introduced at the beginning of the meeting and
be available to talk to you after the meeting.

REPORT ON THE BENNETT VALLEY 2000
MEETING. 10/14/00

During the first half of the meeting there were
five speakers who made presentations. John
Blayney spoke for and Eric Koenigshofer spoke
against the Rural Heritage Initiative (Measure
I). They both seem to support limiting sprawl
and conserving open space in Sonoma County
but they had different opinions about whether
or not the Rural Heritage Initiative was the
way to obtain those goals. Next, Ron Collier,
Fire Chief from Windsor, discussed Fire District

Funding. There was an enthusiastic response
to his presentation. (See Page Seven for a
summary.) The last two speakers were Don
Tarpley, on Bennett Valley history, and Rob
Gross, a consulting arborist, on "Sudden Oak
Death". In the January issue of the VOICE
there will be more detailed information provided
on this "Sudden Oak Death", but meanwhile
see Page Two for some quick references.

Bob Hasenick did an excellent job as
facilitator for the Community Forum part of
this meeting. Four of the issues identified as
needing further action are listed below (in the
order of importance, as voted on by the
audience.) Also included are the names of BV
residents who are on these committees.
1.) Increased funding, Bennett Valley Fire
District - Michael Friedenberg, Weldon Jackson &
Frank LaCombe
2.) Increasing the sense of community and
communication in Bennett Valley between all
of the homeowners. - Gordon Endow, Bob Hasenick,
& Phil Temko
3.) Concerns about water availability and
conservation - Patty Gundry, Marty McDonough,
John Votruba and ?
4.) Sonoma County Open Space - Michael
Friedenberg

Everyone who completed the Evaluation
rated these meetings as being useful &
interesting and asked that they be continued
either once or twice a year. Attendance needs
to be increased (63 people signed in). Is there a
better time of year? We're looking for someone
to be the Coordinator and Organizer the next
Bennett Valley 2001. Do you know anyone who
might be interested? Please let us know.



BENNETT VALLEY 2001 CALENDARS
b y   J u d y   T e m k o

First of all, special thanks to all the
pho tog raphe r s whose submiss ions record some
of the memorable scenes in our valley and to
everyone: Now is the time to start shooting for
next year's calendar. Our Bennett Valley 2001
Calendar will be off the press and ready by
Tuesday November 7. To pick up a preordered
calendar, or to buy one, come to the BV Fire
Station on either Saturday, November 18,
from 10 am to noon or on Saturday, December
2, from 10 am to noon. Balloons will be out to
remind you. Calendars will also be sold at
Long's (Yulupa), Ace Hardware and in front of
Safeway on Saturday, December 9th, from 11
am to 1 pm. If none of these times work for
you, call one of the friendly calendar committee
members to arrange for a pick up time:
Suzanne Dougherty, 542-1608...Lolly Mesches,
545-8684..Judy Temko, 544-0234.

BENNETT VALLY ROADSIDE CLEAN-UP DAY
by Eve Boling

The fourth Bennett Valley Clean-up Day
was held on a beautiful Saturday morning in
late October. Twenty-six volunteers met at the
Fire Station for coffee and donuts and then set
out to pick up litter along Bennett Valley Road,
Grange Road, Crane Canyon Road, and some
of Sonoma Mountain Road.

Lee Babineau kindly volunteered to make a
sign which BVHA used to remind residents of
Clean-up Day. Jim Alfieri has again been an
immense help in providing us with equipment.
Suzanne Dougherty, Marilee Jensen, and
Frank Nye volunteered the use of their trucks
for picking up rubbish. A big thank you to all of
them. Thank you also to Chief Reynolds and
the Fire District for the use of the Fire Station
as our base, and to Lucy Hanson and John
Maitland of Sonoma County Public Works for
their help.

Finally, thank you to the following volunteers (hope
I didn't miss anyone) who gave up a morning, lugged
large trash bags, dodged poison oak, and slid down
ditches to beautify our community:

Craig Cousins

Gordon Endow
Mike & Patty Hickey

Frank Nye
Ron & Judy Simpson

Dave, Sandy & Deborah Sandine

Lee Babineau Norm & Eve Boling
Corine Bollinger Lois Brown Vickie Brown
Jennifer & Katie Combs
Michael Cronin Chris Wills Nancy Dell'Ergo
Suzanne Dougherty
Mark Feinberg
Marilee Jensen Terri Lockwood
David Phillips

BENNETT VALLEY TIDBITS

S U D D E N OAK DEATH (SOD) - Two good web sites
for receiving up-to-date information about SOD follow:

1.) http://himalaya.cr.berkeley.edu/oaks/
TN260AKDEATHbw.pdf

2.) Suddenoakdeath.org
You can expect more detailed information about this
distressing problem in the January VOICE.
@STOLEN MAIL - Deborah Haarstaad reports that
there has been some recent problem with stolen mail
on Sonoma Mountain Rd. and Jamison Rd. In rural
areas this problem has been on the increase lately, as
criminals have found it "profitable" to steal credit card
#'s and checks from the more isolated mailboxes. This
mail theft happens in the daytime, but is even more of
a risk at night, when mail is left in the box. The best
solution seems to be leaving a padlock in the mail box
f o r t h e p o s t a l c o u r i e r t o u s e t o l o c k t h e b o x a f t e r
d e l i v e r i n g y o u r mail.

•SONOMA CO. PUBLIC WORKS
→ GRANGE ROAD BRIDGE - Levi Gurule, Senior
Engineer, reports that Sonoma County is now trying to
reach an agreement with the i r consul tant to do t h e
detailed specific plans for the proposed bridge, to be
built in two phases to avoid road closure. I t is through
the completion of these plans that it can be determined
what easements, construction or otherwise, will be
proposed on the surrounding private property as well
as how many oak trees may need to be removed. The
work on the new bridge may now occur beginning in the
Spring of 2002 or 2003, depending on when these
plans are completed and what other problems arise.
→ ROAD MAINTENANCE - John Maitland, Division
Manager for Road Maintenance, was able to have one
of the County's "Litter Crews" do the "Bennett Valley
Roadside Clean-up" in the more precarious parts of
Bennett Valley Road (from just past Woodside, under
the oak trees up to Enterprise Road).

S o n o m a C o u n t y P u b l i c Wo r k s h a s r e c e n t l y b e e n
re-paving this same part of Bennett Valley Road and
using some temporary yellow paint down the middle of
the road which is very reflective -- a real advantage on
this narrow, winding part of the road. BHA is
planning to write another letter to the Dept. of Public
Works to try to get better permanent pavement
markers placed on this narrow winding part of Bennett
Valley Road, down to Warm Springs Road, similar to
what the City of Santa Rosa used when they recently
repaved Bennett Valley Road within the city limits.

• S O N O M A COUNTY D E V E L O P M E N T CODE
UPDATE Sonoma County is embarking on a long-term
program of integrating all of the County's development
regulation into a single code. The first phase will be an
update of the zoning code and CEQA (California
Environmental Quality Act) ordinance. If you're
interested in being notified of the workshops for public
input on these changes, please contact Kathi Jacobs at
Sonoma Co. Permit & Resource Management Dept.
(PRMD), (707) 565-1934, 2550 Ventura Ave., Santa
Rosa, CA 95403.
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BENNETT VALLY HOMEOWNER'S ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS' BALLOT, November, 2000

BALLOT INSTRUCTIONS

To qualify as a B H A voting member, you must hold recorded title to any real property located within the
unincorporated area of the Bennett Valley Study Area. BHA Membership for this election is also conditioned upon
payment of the annual dues of $15 by November 1st, 2000. Any single owner of one or more parcels or multiple
owners of one or more parcels in Bennett Valley are entitled to one membership in BHA. Each membership shall
be entitled to one (1) vote.

names of no more than three of the candidates. When you have marked the ballot accordingly, fold the ballot (pages
3, 4, 5,8 6) and place it in the smallest unmarked envelope. Seal the envelope and then slip it into the larger
addressed envelope, with your return address and postage on it. Unless you're planning to bring the ballot to the
BHA Board meeting at the BV Fire Station on December 20th, by 7:30 pm, you need to be sure the ballot is
received at the P.O. Box 2666, Santa Rosa, CA 95405 by December 20th. Your ballot will be disqualified if you
mark more than three candidates, do not have the ballot placed in the envelopes as described above, or your ballot
has not been received by December 20th, at the Post Office Box or at the December Board meeting by 7:30pm.

If you have any questions about your membership status, or if there is a change in your name and/or
address, please be sure to call the B H A membership chair, Lois Brown, at 578-0708. If you have any questions
about the boundaries of the Bennett Valley Study Area, you may call us to request a map or contact Greg Carr or
other staff of Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department (PRMD) who are familiar with the
Bennett Valley Study Area.

YOTE F O R N O MORE T H A N THREE O F THESE SIX CANDIDATES

James K. Cobb, Attorney/Mediator
Michael L. Cronin, Financial Advisor; Chairman, Common Ground Committee
Gordon I. Endow, Business Attorney
Marilee Jensen, Incumbent, Retired Administrator
Leanore Mesches, Incumbent, Professional Counselor/Consultant

6.) Marilyn Stocks, Incumbent, Retired School Teacher

EACH CANDIDATE'S STATEMENTS
The candidates were asked by the BHA Nominating Committee to present the following information: "Each
candidate... must have a strong commitment to "promoting and preserving the rural character and natural
envi ronment of B e n n e t t Va l l e y , a s e v i d e n c e d by a s t a t e m e n t to b e i n c l u d e d w i t h e a c h cand ida te ' s r e q u e s t for
nomination. As part of or in support of the statement the candidate may also include a brief bio..." "During the
Community Forum portion of the Bennett Valley 2000, the following were identified as the most important issues
facing Bennett Valley in the next few years. As Candidates in the upcoming BHA Board Election, you have the
opportunity to give your thoughts on these issues. Please limit your answers to 100 words for each item..."

COMMUNITY FORUM ISSUES
I.) What role should the B H A Board take to help increase funding to the Bennett Valley Fire Department?
I.) How can the BHA Board broaden its efforts in increasing the sense of community and communication
between the BHA and ALL homeowners in the Valley?
I . Water seems to be a growing concern among some Homeowners in Bennett Valley. What steps might
the B H A Board take to determine whether or not this is a problem?

Each of the six candidates' responses follow:

1 . ) James K . Cobb
OCCUPATION: Attorney - Mediator, Law and Mediation Offices of James K. Cobb, 250 D Street, Suite 200, Santa Rosa, CA, 95404
EDUCATION: BA, Sonoma State University, 1974 J.D., Empire School of Law, 1987
AFFILIATIONS: Sonoma Co. Bar Association Board of Directors, Sonoma County Bar Association, 1995-1998

Board of Directors - SCAYD 1997-present Board of Directors - Legal Services Foundation 1993-present
LICENSES: State Bar of California, #144455 California State Contractor, #412163

STATEMENT O F INTENT
I am a Sonoma County resident of 27 years and a resident property owner of Bennett Valley since 1986. As an
attorney, my law practice specializes in litigation and mediation of construction, real property and land use issues.
As a resident of Bennett Valley, I am committed to promoting and preserving the rural character and natural
environment of Bennett Valley as well as respecting individual property and privacy rights. I am a current voting
member of BHA and desire to serve on the Board of Directors of BHA. I currently serve on the Board of Directors



of SCAYD (Sonoma Advocates For Youth Development) as well as Sonoma County Legal Services Foundation, both
non-profit organizations promoting youth programs and low cost legal services respectively.

RESPONSES TO THE COMMUNITY FORUM "ISSUES" (Editor's heading, slightly modified from original.)
I.) The BHA Board can facilitate improved funding to the Bennett Valley Fire Department through informative
presentations at public functions (such as Bennett Valley 2000) as well offering and providing the Bennett Valley
Fire Department column space for articles in the VOICE. The Board may also conduct polls regarding the general
attitude and feasibility of increased property tax assessments through the electoral process.
11.) The BVHA and its requisite Board of Directors can most effectively broaden the "sense of community and
communication" amongst the property owners by adopting a "mission statement" which on the one hand will
promote and preserve the rural character of the valley while on the other hand respecting the individual diversity,
privacy and property rights of individual property owners. This is best accomplished by a Board without political
itinerary or selective agenda which concentrates on the dissemination of information and educating property owners
of all aspects of living in the valley, understanding the inevitability of change.
III.) Fresh water is a global concern as a result of overpopulation. Consequently, the claim of "water issues"
commonly appears in opposition and response to change or diverse use within an area such as Bennett Valley.
Whether the quantity and quality of water is a "problem" in Bennett Valley is a difficult scientific question of fact
which is beyond the expertise of determination from a board of directors of a homeowners association. The Board
can certainly seek, and should seek, to provide information from experts in the area to educate and explain the
water conditions experienced in the valley through presentations at forums such as Bennett Valley 2000.
2 . Michael L . Cronin

I would like to be considered as one of your board members for the Bennett Valley Homeowner Assoc.
We have owned our home in Bennett Valley since Feb. of 1997. Like most all of the residents, I am interested

in preserving the rural residential character and natural environment of the valley.
I would like to bring a sense of fairness in dealing with the needs and wants of each neighborhood and

resident, new and old alike; owners who use their land for agriculture pursuits, horse property, open space or their
home.

No one group should have the only say in our Valley. I hope to be a voice of reason when representing the
residents of Bennett Valley.

I would appreciate your vote. Thank you.
RESPONSES TO THE COMMUNITY FORUM "ISSUES" (Editor's heading, slightly modified from original.)

I.) (Increased funding, Bennett Valley Fire Dept.) The need for an increase of revenue for our fire district seems to be
real. Double check with the district to see if they would like the B H A to help make residents aware of the need
and put a committee together to see if taxes should be raised or if a fundraiser would be a better alternative.
I.) Sense of Community and Communication) This is a most important area:

1) All VOICE newsletters should be received by all residents; members and non-members alike.
2) Communicate accurately in the VOICE the minutes and the tone of the monthly board meeting
3) Go back to an open forum at the board meetings so that if an issue is brought to a monthly board meeting it

could be acted on rather than delayed until the following month.
1) Continue to make res idents and members welcome a t the board meetings, encourage phone calls to board

members , p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n c o m m u n i t y e v e n t s a n d poss ib ly e x p a n d B.V. 2000 to twice a y e a r

III.) (Bennett Valley Water concerns) I have been going to B.V.H. A.board meetings for 3 years, as well as the three
B. V. 2000 community forum meetings. The board has been very open and encouraged much dialog on this concern.
Committees have been formed from the first two B.V. 2000 meetings. The big concern seems to be agriculture use
(vineyards). The findings have been positive for our area. The information that I have on this subject indicates that
vineyards have not caused a water problem. Well water and surface water concerns should continue to be
researched and monitored.

3 . Gordon I . Endow
My wife and I have lived in Sonoma County for over twelve years. We moved to Bennett Valley about five years

ago because of its natural beauty, spaciousness, and bucolic setting. It is one of the most beautiful places in the
world to live, and I would like to help keep it that way.

I fell in love with our place on Pressley Road because of our neighbors. I believe that one of the joys of living in
Bennett Valley is that its rural character actually allows and encourages us to get to know one another better, to
rely on upon another, and to rally together on local issues.

Over the p a s t few years, however, an ugly rift h a s grown within the valley. It is not due to a struggle between

preservationists and developers, because there really is no strong pro-growth sentiment among the residents.
Instead, it seems to be due to a lack of communication, and a perception that important decisions were being
imposed from "on high"

I am running for a Board seat in order to try to restore feelings of inclusiveness--of community-for the entire
valley. I think that one way to engender trust and community is for the Board to be more representative of Bennett
Valley as a whole. It is composed now almost entirely of residents of common-interest developments--namely,
Bennett Ridge and Hidden Acres--who are subject to restrictions that do not apply to other Bennett Valley residents.
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