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BEETLES KILLING CALIF LIVE OAKS

“In localized areas of Marin County...tiny
beetles have Kkilled hundreds of the stately
California live oak. The epidemic is
unprecedented in modern time.” So far, there
have been five Calif. live oaks in Savannah Estates,
just off Bennett Valley Road, which have apparently
died with these same symptoms. There are also
unconfirmed reports of even more live oak trees
which have died along Bennett Valley Road, to the
west and along Warm Springs Road. Before now
these beetles (Ambrosia and Oak Bark Beetles) have
only attacked weakened or dead oak trees but now in
certain areas, they are apparently attacking and killing
off great numbers of healthy oak trees. This epidemic
seems to start with tanoaks, which are related to oak
trees, but are not a true oak. “Tan oaks ... sudden
death has preceded the beetle epidemic in nearby
California live oaks ...The exact sequence of events
that leads to the death of the oaks is still not
completely understood.”

The live oak is an evergreen tree with dense
branching and small leaves (1 to 3 inches long). The
beetles seem to be playing an imminent part in the
death of these oaks, but a number of different factors
could be contributing to the decline of the trees. This
includes a fungus which can be introduced into the
trees by these beetles. “...just because there is
serious tree limb-dieback or mortaility, does not
mean, necessarily, that ...beetles are the cause of the
problem. An inspection by a knowledgeable arborist
may help discern the cause...Dead tanoaks and
California live oaks should be cut down as soon as
possible after... (it is certain) that the tree and or
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limbs are actually dead. In a fatally attacked

California live oak, the entire leaf canopy

will suddenly wilt slightly, leaf color will fade, and
then finally all the foliage will dry... Firewood (from
these dead logs) must immediately be covered with
heavy (6 mil) clear plastic for six months. Stumps
should be ground out or covered with clear
plastic.This will reduce the chance of the infested
firewood and stumps from becoming a nursery for
new beetles ...” Maintaining a healthy environment
around the California live oak trees is the best
prevention which can be done. “Particularly
important is...to maintain root health... Foot and
vehicle traffic compacts soil and reduces water, air
and nutrient movement to the roots. Soil trenching
under the drip line of the tree may injure... roots.
Frequent irrigation enhances some root diseases...”
While there are pesticides which can be effective in
controlling these beetles, “Only consider
spraying...within a short distance from areas with
known beetle epidemics of tanoaks or California live
oaks.” For prevention, the following is advised:

“®l Removing... dead and damaged branches to maintain
healthy, vigorous oaks...Pruning oaks...only from November
to February when the beetles are not active. Avoid heavy
(severe) pruning that opens the oak canopy to physiological
stress...”

BRegularly check live oaks and tanoaks from March to
October for ...(appearance of dark brown to black globules and
stains on the bark surface) and reddish-brown boring dust.
Immediately spray the infested trunk (up to 10 ft. above the
ground) to prevent further infestation...(For more complete
up-to-date information on spraying, you may call 526-6055.)

“Protecting Live Oaks Against Bark Beetles and Ambrosia
Beetles”, by Pavel Svihra, Univ. Of Calif. Coop. Extension,
Jan. 2000, “Beetles Killing Stately California Live Oaks: A
Practical Guide”, Steve Tjosvold & Pavel Svihra, UC Extension



BENNETT VALLEY AREA PLAN (BVAP)
Some realtors have recently stated, erroneously, that

they understood the Bennett Valley Area Plan was no
longer in effect. The Bennett Valley Area Plan,
including the Design Review Guidelines, continues to
be in effect and is being enforced by (Sonoma

“County) Permit and Resource Management Dept.
(PRMD). When new structures, remodeled structures,
or grading are proposed, the Design Review approval
is now being done by PRMD.

Sellers of Bennett Valley property and listing real
estate agents are required to disclose the existence of
the Bennett Valley Area Plan and the Design Review
Guidelines as a material fact to potential buyers, prior
to the completion of the sale. We continue to hear of
instances where this has not been done which is in
violation of the law.

The goal of the Bennett Valley Area Plan is to retain
and enhance the rural character of the Valley. By
carefully considering the Design Review standards in
the Bennett Valley Area Plan and presenting a project
to Sonoma County PRMD with the intent of the Plan
in mind, the building process will go more smoothly
and quickly. If you would care for a copy of the
Bennett Valley Area Plan or further clarification of the
Plan, please feel free to call Lois Brown, 578-0708.

BENNETT VALLEY VOLUNTEERS
Bennett Valley volunteers under the auspices of the

Bennett Valley Homeowners Association (BVHA),
have been doing liaison work with Sonoma County
and the Bennett Valley Fire Protection District. This
has included such things as regularly obtaining
information about the Grange Road Bridge or Bennett
Valley roads or attending the Board of Directors’
meeting for the Bennett Valley Fire Station. For a
number of years, the Bennett Valley Homeowners
Assoc. has also been obtaining information about
what is being proposed as a special project and/or
land-use issues in Bennett Valley from Sonoma
County PRMD. We are looking for a pool of Bennett
Valley volunteers who would be interested in helping
with these various contacts. If you are interested,
please contact Marilee Jensen at 576-0405.

BENNETT VALLEY TIDBITS

®GRANGE ROAD BRIDGE UPDATE - The Federal
Highway Administration’s environmental approval has
been obtained for this proposed bridge. The County is
now requesting an appropriation for designing the
bridge closer to the old bridge, with fewer oak trees
removed, as requested by the Board of Supervisors
two years ago. They are also exploring the possibility
of using pre-fab steel parts for the bridge, which
would make the work of putting up the bridge go
faster. The earliest possible date for the beginning of
construction is spring of 2001, and it may well take
longer to obtain the necessary approvals and funds.

O®BENNETT VALLY FIRE STATION - Two new
Firefighters have been hired at the Bennett Valley Fire
Station, starting 7/1/00. They are Duncan Smith
and Brandon Palmer. The plan is to introduce them
to the BV Fire Board of Directors & the community at
the July Meeting on 7/11/00. Following the VOICE
request for contributions last month for the BV Fire
Station, someone donated a much-needed new
refrigerator. Now they need someone to help them get
their very sturdy commercial oven repaired, as at this
time a number of the burners are not working. This
oven is used to provide the firefighters, both paid and
volunteer, with two meals a day.

¢BENNETT VALLEY 2000 - As mentioned in earlier
issues, this meeting has been scheduled at the Bennett
Valley Grange Hall on Saturday, October 14th, from
8:30 am until noon. We are planning to begin the
meeting with a presentation by Don Tarpley of some
of the history of Bennett Valley. He is in the process
of writing a book on this subject. Also, Bob Hasenick
has agreed to be the neutral “facilitator” for an open-
ended Community Forum. If you have any other ideas
about what should be discussed at this meeting, or if
you are willing to help on the planning committee,
please be sure to call Marilee Jensen, at 576-0405.

®M ATANZAS CREEK WATERSHED GROUP You
have been hearing about this for over a year now, but
confirmation has just recently been received that
Sotoyome Resource Conservation District will be
proceeding to form this watershed group. You can
expect to receive further information soon.

¢BENNETT RIDGE MOUNTAIN LION A mountain
lion has been observed in an area of Bennett Ridge
near Annadel State Park and Bennett Mountain, on
occasion throughout this last year. No threatening
behavior has been reported. Although there is no great
alarm, State Fish & Game material has been
distributed to residents, advising awareness &
caution, especially with young children & pets. It is
said that where there are deer, their primary food
source, there are likely to be mountain lions.
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BENNETT VALLEY COMMON GROUND
On June 8th, at 7:30 pm, Supervisor Mike Cale met
with the Bennett Valley Common Ground Committee,
consisting of ten Bennett Valley residents, to hear a
presentation of the three alternatives on which all the

committee members could agree. A summary of each
of these alternatives follows:

“WELCOME” PAMPHLET TO BENNETT VALLEY

A. Intent: Attract and Enhance

1. An attractive pamphlet for realtors, planners, etc.,
that would be its own incentive for distribution.

2. Enhance the perceived notion of community values

and co-operation.

B. Purpose: Inform and Alert

1. Information on Bennett Valley history and geology,
homeowners groups, the character of Bennett

Valley and intent to preserve it.

2. Alert to the existence of the PRMD-administered
Bennett Valley Area Plan and Design Review and
the special requirements set forth therein.

3. Include a supplemental list of people who can be
contacted for possible questions or information re:
Bennett Valley.

C. Who’s It For: Potential Owners/Builders

D. Distribution: Current Bennett Valley residents,

Real Estate brokers, agents & potential buyers and

PRMD applicants, residing in Bennett Valley.

OPTIONAL BENNETT VALLEY ORIENTATION

As mentioned in B3. above, there would be a
supplemental list of names of individual Bennett
Valley residents who are willing to be contacted to
answer questions or provide information about
Bennett Valley and/or the Bennett Valley Area Plan.
An effort will be made to recruit at least one Bennett
Valley volunteer residing on each of the major streets
or areas in Bennett Valley. This contact would be
optional for the parcel owner and could be a telephone
conversation, exchange of written material, or a face-
to-face meeting.

BENNETT VALLEY WEB SITE REPORT ONLINE
PRMD is working on creating a web site. Once it is
created, then Bennett Valley Area Plan information can
be referenced on this web site. A committee will be
selected to create the web site, with PRMD making the
final determination as to what can be included.

Mike Cale seemed to be very supportive of each of
these alternatives. At the Bennett Valley Homeowners
Assoc. Board of Directors meeting, on 6/21/00, some
of the Board members were absent so the decision to
approve and proceed with these ideas was continued
until the next meeting, on 7/19/00.

BENNETT VALLEY CLEAN-UP DAY

On Saturday, June 3rd, at 8:30 am, eighteen people
showed up at the Bennett Valley Fire Station to help
with the scheduled Bennett Valley Clean-up Day. Their
names are as follows:

Jim Alfieri, Lee Babineaux, Bobbie Blair,
Norm & Eve Boling, Lois Brown, Michael
Cronin, Suzanne Dougherty, Marilee Jensen,
Raymond Lemieux, Terrie Lockwood, Gary
McLerran, Dave & Sandy Sandine, Sharon &
Bob Sorani, and Bill Sullivan

Coffee and donuts were provided, as advertised,
with the firefighters gladly finishing the leftovers. Eve
Boling was the Chair of Clean-up Day. She made all
the necessary arrangements, such as preparing the
advance announcement and providing the
refreshments and other supplies, including the plastic
bags, vests, hand-picker tools and a volunteer with a
truck to pick up the bags of litter once they were full.
She mentioned that Jim Alfieri deserved an extra note
of thanks for his help in securing vests for people &
arranging contacts with other helpful resources.

The plan is to do this twice a year, with the next
date tentatively scheduled for Saturday, October 21st.
Some of the changés which are being proposed
include putting up a reminder sign in front of the
Bennett Valley Fire Station the preceding week and
printing safety instuctions for people who are walking
along these busy roads picking up the litter.

John Maitland, Supervisor of Road Maintenance
for Sonoma County Public Works, has proposed that
one of his litter crews do the pick-up in the future
along the more precarious locations in Bennett Valley.

Prior to the next Clean-up Day, there will be a
meeting of interested volunteers to help make these
arrangements.

A number of past volunteers felt that each clean-up
day, there is less litter than the time before. However
they’ve also noted that it never takes long for new
litter to appear in the same locations where it was just
cleaned up.
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