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DRESIDENT -~ UPDER MATANZAS CREEK

Most of you are probably aware of 3 WATELRSHED €ROUD

the recent Sonoma County Grand

Jury report which recommended The Bennett Valley 2000 meeting held on March 6,
that the Bennett Valley Area Plan be 1999, dealt with Land Use issues. Bob Tancreto,
eliminated. This was as a resultof  § District Engineer with the North Coast Water Quality
complaints made about the Bennett § Control Board spoke at the meeting and mentioned
Valley Design Review Board over theg that Bennett Valley residents might want to become
past two years. . involved in a watershed group. As a result of his

- recommendation, the BVHA is communicating with
The Board of Directors of the - the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District about
Bennett Valley Homeowners' forming a watershed group for Upper Matanzas
Association was concerned about Creek in the unincorporated area of Bennett Valley.
this matter and held a joint meeting

with Supervisor Mike Cale and the § Being non-regulatory, the Sotoyome Resource
Bennett Valley Design Review Board§ ~*t Conservation District (SRCD) is the only grassroots
After discussing the matter, it was conservation delivery system that works

concluded that the problem : cooperatively with landowners and agencies such as
appears to be one of admini- ' Fish and Game, Sonoma County Water Agency,
stration and lack of processing of  § North Coast Water Quality Control Board, and the
information ratber than one of plan § Circuit Riders. SRCD can belp the community in the
content. % process of creating a bealthy watershed through

:' community involvement.

Thus, it was decided to streamline

the process and make it a more Although the SRCD may not have the available time
applicant friendly procedure. The § to help immediately, they do have information and
Design Review Board is also workingg kits to train volunteers to monitor water in the Upper

on other changes that will help 4% Matanzas Creek. This would offer the community an
clarify the process. '

opportunity to learn about their watershed while, at
the same time, creating a valuable scientific record.

(continued on next page)



(continued from page one}

The next area I would like to address is that of the
Bennett Valley Fire Protection District. As you
know, the heart of this department is made up of
volunteers. Men and women who give freely of
their time week after week, and often not even a
"thank you" for a job well done. Though we may
not know their names, we depend on them in
emergency situations. They are real heroes when
we need them!

Bennett Valley Community Day will give us a
chance to say "thank you" and will be a perfect
opportunity to give a donation to keep our fire
department the first class organization that it is. If
you can't attend, how about a donation for these
local heroes.

Another matter I would like to bring to your
attention is the sad plight of the creek running
along side Sonoma Mountain Road. Our

{continued from page one)

At some point in time, SRCD should be able to
assist and train those interested in doing water
quality sampling; measuring creek channels and
riparian corridor; evaluating erosion on roads and
slopes; measuring water flow, siltation, and
rainfall; and creating an atlas of the watershed by
using maps, surveys, and the internet. The SRCD
program also focuses on restoration actions such
as reducing erosion; repairing roads to reduce
sedimentation into creeks; revegetating streams;
planting river banks; and improving water quality.

SRCD should also be able to provide information
to the Watershed Group about the process of
obtaining funds; implementing necessary
restoration actions; and creating a record of long
term environmental improvements.

Clean-Up Day brought up almost three dozen
used tires from the creek, and that was hardly a
dent! Other items that we could not remove
were appliances, (washers and dryers)
disposable diapers, and a variety of other
items. Please, if you see someone disposing of
anything in the creek, get a license plate
number and report it to the local authorities.

Finally, it is time for Board elections, and we
would like zo ask our members to remember to
vote. Candidate statements are printed
elsewhere in the newsletter, and a ballot is
enclosed with your copy of the VOICE. (If you
would like to vote and are not a member, it is
never too late to join!)

Bill Sullivan

Anyone interested in participating in such a
group for the Upper Matanzas Creek, please
contact Marilee Jensen, or any BVHA Board
member. Kerry Williams, a representative from
the Sotoyome Resource Conservation District,
will speak at the 2nd annual Bennett Valley
2000 meeting to be held this Fall.

NETT VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER
ASSOCIATION
WILL BE HOSTING
BENNETT VALLEY COMMUNITY DAY.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29TH AT HAARSTAD
VINEYARD (END OF JAMISON ROAD.)
12:00-5:00 PM




CRANGE ROAD DEDESTRIAN/BIKE SAFETY TRAIL

At the Bennett Valley 2000 Transportation/
Circulation meeting held on February 6, 1999, one
of the items which was identified as needing further
exploration was a place in Bennett Valley for a safe
pedestrian /bicycle trail that would not interfere
with the rural character of the Valley. The
committee, led by Dean Linscott and Anita Engberg,
looked into this and identified a part of Grange
Road where such a trail was feasible.

This section of Grange Road runs from the Bridge
along the Kendall-Jackson property for
approximately 6/10ths of a mile almost up to the
main grape planting area. The proposed trail would
be about five feet wide, and would run between the
ditch on the road and the property fence. It would
NOTbe directly connected to Grange Road. The trail
would meander where necessary to avoid removal
of ANY oak trees.

Before proceeding any further with these plans, we
are requesting input from Bennett Valley residents
as to whether or not they are interested in baving
such a trail in the first place.

Those wishing to provide input should mail their
comments to Dean Linscott at 4877 Grange Road,
Santa Rosa, CA 95404. Marilee Jensen can also be
telephoned or faxed at 576-0405, or reached by
e-mail at <marileej@sprintmail .com>.e). We are
requesting that your send your comments to us
within two weeks.

We are also asking for input on the type of surface
to be used. The choice is between asphalt (longer
lasting but fairly expensive) or blue shale (a type of
crushed rock which is fairly durable and much less
expensive).

Bill Sullivan, President (528-6804)

Ray Longman, Vice-president (545-2054)
Nancy Dell'’Ergo, Treasurer (525-1202)
Leanore Mesches, Corres. Sec. (545-8684)
Eve Boling, Recording Secretary (573-8614)
Marilyn Stocks (528-2458)

Kent Chilcott
Jim Katon (528-9487)

Marilee Jensen (576-0405 )

COMMUNITY CALFNDAD
The Bennett Valley Homeowners' Association
meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
7:30PM at the Firehouse.

The Design Review Committee meets the 2nd
& 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM
at the Firehouse. Items need to be on the
agenda. Contact Chairperson Tamara
Boultbee at 584-8483.

The Bennett Valley Fire Protection District
Board meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 PM at the Firehouse.

The Board of Supervisors meets every
Tuesday except on weeks when there is a
holiday. Information can be found on their
website at (Www.sonoma/county.org.)




BENNETT VALLEY
VYOICE

Bennett Valley
Homeowners' Association
PO Box 2666
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

NORM & EVE BOLING
2769 ROLLO RD.

SANTA ROSA CA 95404
99

The BVHA is publishing a millennial calendar composed of original photographs of Bennett Valley submitted by
residents. We're calling for views of Bennett Valley that portray its special qualities throughout the seasons, and are
inviting residents to share their favorite Bennett Valley photos.

Those photos not included in the calendar will receive recognition in an exhibition at the Grange Hall at our next
Bennett Valley 2000 meeting to be held in November. Please send your photos (prints, not slides) to Sally Weare at

2663 Bennett Ridge Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95404. The Open Space Study Committee will be making final selections.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: SEDPTEMBER 10, 1999.

RESERVE YOUR CALENDAR NOW!
PRE-PAYMENT WILL INSURE THAT YOU GET YOUR CALENDARC(S), A LIMITED EDITION

FOR THE YEAR 2000. THE COST: $15.00 EACH.
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO BVHA, PO BOX 2666, SANTA ROSA, CA 95405







