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MEMO FROM THE BOARD
Our second newsletter of the year summarizes the last 4
months of activity, particularly in the following areas:
Namely, Proposed Annexation, Lot Splits, New Struc-
tures, Highway #12 Connector, and Design Review
Support.

Annexation: As reported to you previously, there is a
proposed annexation of approximately 39 acres adjacent
to the Bennett  Valley School. We have been quite active
in attending hearings on the matter and had previously
requested an Environmental  Impact Report  be prepared.
Subsequent to our request, an Environmental Impact
Report was prepared and distributed. We have made
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Valley Plan and he Sonoma County General Plan.
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Planning Commission and the applicants to minimize
the number of roads intersecting Bennett  Valley Road by
having one access road to multiple adjacent dwellings.
We are happy to report we have been successful in
several cases. By having single road access, it enhances
road safety and provides a pleasing visual affect in our
rural environment.

New Structures: We have had several referrals from the
Planning Commission on new homes, many which have
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MEMO (Continued)

Highway #12 Connector: As youknow, we devoted our
last newsletter to the activity and deliberations of the
Sonoma County Transportation Committee and the City
of Santa Rosa with respect to alternatives for the High-
way #12 connector. We have written several letters both
to Janet Nicholas, our Supervisor, and the Santa Rosa
City Council. There has been no new information on the
possible use of Bennett Valley Road for a parallel road
for Highway #12 to Glen Ellen and to Sonoma.

We do believe the possible reconstruction of Mantanzas
Creek bridge on Grange anda left turn lane on Bennett
Valley Road onto Grange will take place next year. This
improvement has been planned for sometime and has
been endorsed by your Association. We will be follow-
ing this entire matter closely and keep our membership
advised.

Design Review Support: Your Homeowner’s Associa-
tion has always considered the Design Review Commit-
tee a very important function in maintaining our rural
environment. The Design Review Committee is se-
lected by the Board of Supervisors and has been active
since late 1984. The Board of Supervisors, spearheaded
by Janet Nicholas, has recently expanded the committee
membership and expanded the area subject to design
review to include certain Sonoma Mountain area proper-
ties. This was done by resolution on April 17, 1990.
Your Homeowner’s Association, in association with the
Design Review Committee, recommended certain changes
relative to the membership and the scope of effort of the
Design Review Committee. We are continuing this
effort with Chet Adamick, President of the Design
Review Committee, in establishing what we feel are
important guidelines to be presented to the County
planning staff for their consideration with the objective
of enhancing the future design review effectiveness.

Special Bulletin: As this goes to press, our Fire Chief.
Greg Martin and his wife, Gloria, are the happy parents
of a new baby boy. Ryan was born June 22 and weighed
6 pounds, 11 ounces.

Bill  Wright
President
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BENNETT VALLEY
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Fire Prevention Update

Fire protection agencies have been preparing for a dan-
gerous fire season. Despite the late rain, the wildland
areas have dried out quickly creating a dangerous fire
hazard.

Bennett Valley Fire Protection District consumes 25
square miles of open wildland, dry grass and flammable
vegetation. The best means of protecting homes from
wildland fires in this area, commonly referred to as the
interface, is to create and maintain a defensible space
around structures.

In an effort to reduce the potential of loss to a wildland
fire occurring within your area, the Bennett Valley Fire
Protection District  has been conducting a vegetation and
fire hazard reduction inspection program in specific
areas of the Fire District. Similar programs have been
conducted in other areas of the county with beneficial
results.

Fire Department personnel have been inspecting the
exterior of homes for wildland fire safety hazards. Typical
hazard corrections may include:

Modifying flammable vegetation for 30 feet or
more around your home and other structures

(1 Clearing roof of leaves and needles

( Providing a 1/2 inch mesh screen on stove pipes
and chimneys

(1 Removing dead branches over roofs

( J Removing tree branches within 10 feet of chimney
openings

©) Identifying your house with numerical address sign

In addition, we have been encouraging owners of larger
ungrazed parcels to put in fire breaks where said prop-
erty contacts roadways. Although not all land owners
are cooperative about fire breaks and grazing, more and
more are complying each year and we certainly recog-
nize and appreciate their contribution toward fire pre-
vention.
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URBAN BOUNDARY INITIATIVES HISTORICAL NOTES

Citizen groups in Santa Rosa, Rohnert Park and Cotati
have submitted proposed initiatives to their City Coun-
cils requesting an ordinance which would provide that
the ultimate Urban Boundary of Sonoma County’s cities
could only be expanded by vote of the electorate of those
Cities.

Urban Boundaries can now be changed simply by a
majority vote of a City Council, and present law allows
such a change up to four times each year.

The purposes of such an initiative are to protect and
enhance agricultural land uses outside the existing city
limit; direct future residential, retail, commercial and
industrial growth away from areas of large land holdings
which are or should be devoted to agricultural use, and
inwards to areas already served by infrastructures; and to
contribute to the improvement of local transportation by
encouraging compact development inside the present
urban boundaries.

This action could have a profound affect on Bennett
Valley wherein limitations of unwarranted annexations
could be realized, thereby protecting open space and
community separators.

A majority of the members on the Santa Rosa and Cotati
City Councils were receptive to the idea of some form of
“locking in” the Urban Boundary. A compromise was
reached with the agreement that a measure be placed on
the November ballot. This initiative would allow bound-
ary changes only every five years through a Comprehen-
sive General Plan update with input from a citizen’s
advisory committee.

BENNETT VALLEY GRANGE

Grange Master Al Lafranconi wishes to extend his
thanks to all the Valley residents who helped make the
117th annual Chicken Barbecue such a great success.

—>
\

Early Benneft Valley Politics

Bennett Valley has had political “ties” since its infancy.
In the 1853 Assembly race, James N. Bennett  who lived
in Bennett  Valley and for whom it  was named, and Judge
Robert Hopkins were nominated by the Settlers party.
Atthe same time, the Democrats,  who held their conven-
tion in Santa Rosa, nominated Joe Hooker of Sonoma
Valley and Lindsay Carson. The election on September
7 sent Carson to the legislature but ended in a tie between
Hooker and Bennett.

The main issue of the ensuing campaign was the removal
of the county seat to Santa Rosa from Sonoma. Accord-
ing to accounts of that time, Santa Rosans said very little
aloud about the issue and Sonomians were afraid to men-
tion it. But the candidates did and on October 29, 1853
in a tight contest, James N. Bennett beat Joe Hooker by
13 votes. In the legislature, Bennett introduced a bill
which would submit the question of the location of the
county seat to a vote of the people. This bill  was passed
quietly by the legislature in 1854 before “drowsy Son-
omians in the historic old city” knew what was going on.

Supposedly Sonomians didn’t think the country upstarts
in Santa Rosa could garner enough votes to move the
county seat, or for that matter, even come up with an
appropriate edifice. Santa Rosans, however, were busy
— talking about, among other things, the need to have
the county seat located in acentral spot of the county. On
election day, September 6, 1854, the issue passed —
much to the surprise and chagrin of the Sonomians. On
September 22nd, the archives were moved to the new
county seat in Santa Rosa.

Source: Histori pti
County, Ca.,  Robert  A. Thompson, 1877.

Y-Lupa or Ya-lupa

Much has been said about the proper way to pronounce
“Yulupa” and the word’s origin.

According to Dr.  Platon M. G. Vallejo (he was the son of
General Vallejo), Yulupa is an Indian word pronounced
ee-00-loo-pa. It means literally, “near the sea-plunge”
or “plac ft" ns TM

Inolden ie co y» }3Bennett
Peakwa ir ul n ingtothe
westoft 5 4 \ s¢ © ms of the
yearthe ci Zs d sshapely
peakcre 15 Do ic ie Indian
nam= "3: né e; the first
ranc ) al oI d Yulupa
Moi ‘a on lei u = ilvarado.
Alvi id a ld t oresidios
inS o §& ‘al a He gave
ranc nj fr LV a fort after
war Ue§au in walifusua au: 10-r0. wwaarlauu Vallejo
re " ' ned the land (the land encompassed 3 leagues of
la__— put only after an extensive court battle.

Se yo
A ia Tuomey, 1926.
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