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MEMO FROM THE BOARD

Since our last newsletter in February, your BVHA Board of Direc-
tors has been very active in many key areas; namely, road safety,
proposed subdivisions/re-zoning, unauthorized structures, proposed
annexations and county-wide transportation planning.

Road Safety—I am pleased to report that the county Public Works
Department has now incorporated double yellow lines with reflec-
tors, as well as speed limit signs on lower Sonoma Mt. Road. In
addition, double yellow lines and 35 mph speed limit signs have been
added on the eastern portion of Bennett Valley Road to Warm
Springs Road. We have followed up with a request to the Public
Works Department,  that the left  hand turn lane at Grange and Bennett

~ Valley Road, as well as the improvement in the shoulders in the
Pisenti  Curve Area be accomplished this construction season. These
improvements were promised by our First  District  Supervisor, Janet
Nicholas, in her letter to the BVHA in August 1988.
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of approximately $860M for improving Highways 101, 12 and 116
as well as local roads in and around Santa Rosa. Our major concern
is a possible alternative that would make Bennett Vly. Rd. a 4-lane
from Santa Rosa to Glen Ellen which, in our view, would adversely
affect the rural environment we all enjoy, not withstanding the
environmental impact on this beautiful, scenic corridor. There have
been no serious proposals before the transportation committee as
such; however, a group in Oakmont, together with certain private
citizens have proposed such a solution as part of the county-wide
transportation system improvements. We have to remain alert to any
such proposal and if such a proposal develops, it will take the
concerted effort by the BVHA as well as all residents of Bennett
Valley to devote their time and energy in defeating such a proposal.
We will keep you informed of any such developments.

General—The county-wide General Plan update has been com-
pleted and released. It has in effect replaced the old Bennett Valley
specific plan however, through the efforts of your board, led by Dave
Steiner, all inconsistencies and important features of the Bennett
Valley Specific Plan were incorporated in the General Plan. All of
our future efforts will utilize as a basis the new General Plan update
for all matters brought to our attention.

We have many challenges ahead as our valley continues to grow. We
meet every 3rd Wednesday of every month at 7:30 at the Bennett
Valley Fire Station. We invite all of you to attend our meetings and
to participate in our deliberations and challenges ahead. Don’t
hesitate to call any board member. We appreciate your input.

BILL WRIGHT

SONOMA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
COMMITTEE STATUS
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The $181M proposal for Highway 12 would cover the OPO:
1. Highway 12 to highway 101 Connector

Construct a 4-lane freeway from Highway 12 and mes
Lane to Melita Road. Included are diamond I/Cs at Farmers
Lane and Summerfield Road, and O/C at Yulupa Avenue and
a diamond I/C (except for loop eastbound ramp) at Melita
Road.

2. Expand existing 2-lane roadway on the north side to provide
4-lane divided highway.
A. 0.3 miles east of Highway 116 to Llano Road
B. Llano Road to west of Fulton Road

3. Construct new interchanges at:
A. Fulton Road I/C

Diamond I/C with depressed freeway.
B. Stony Point Road I/C
C. Diamond I/C with depressed freeway.
D. Farmers Lane I/C

Diamond I/C at Farmers Lane.
4. Improve Highway 12 from Melita  Road to Fifth Street West

in Sonoma
A. Melita Road to Pythian Road.

Widen to 4-lane divided facility.
B. Pythian Road to Agua Caliente Road.

Widen to 40 feet (two lanes) with left  turn lanes at major
intersections.

C. Agua Caliente Road to West Thompson Avenue.
Widen to 3 lanes.

D. West Thompson Avenue to Fifth Street West.
Widen to 5 lanes.

It should be kept in mind that the above is a proposal not a firm
decision. But it does illustrate the present thinking and approach.

MEMBERSHIP

The increase in membership dues from $5.00 to $7.00 did not seem
to cause much concern among Bennett  Valley dwellers. Many of you
contributed more than the amount for dues, and to those of you who
made out checks of up to $25, thank you, and be assured your
contribution will be put to good use. Many of you included letters.of
appreciation to the BVHA Board of Directors for their efforts; these
were especially well received.

Total revenue collected from dues was $1,387.00. This represented
dues and contributions from approximately 151 renewals and 43
new members, for a total membership of 194, to date. Membership
dues are still coming in—a final tally will be reported in future
editions of The Voice.

There are approximately 800 families living in the Valley who are
eligible for membershipin the BVHA. If your Board i1s to continue
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BENNETT VALLEY DESIGN REVIEW

The Bennett  Valley Design Review Committee would like to remind
homeowners thatany construction project under consideration which
requires a Sonoma County building permit is subject toreview by the
Committee. This also includes Agricultural Exempt classified struc-
tures. The only buildings not requiring building permits are those
smaller than 10' x 12’, including roof overhangs.

Since our interest is in preserving the scenic beauty of our area, we
would like to invite to our committee meetings any individual who
would like to discuss his project  while in the planning stages. We will
be glad to review preliminary plans and advise where we might
notice a conflict between a proposed project and our “Guidelines for
Development in Bennett Valley.”

While we camnot offer design services and do not wish to choose
style or color for any project, we believe that our preliminary input
regarding siting, color and other concerns could be of assistance in
moving a project through the County permit process with minimum
effort. The Committee meets each 2nd and 4th Wednesday, 7:30
p.m., at the Bennett Valley Fire Station.

CHET ADAMICK
President

Bennett Valley Design Review

BENNETT VALLEY COMMUNITY DAY
IMPORTANT NEWS!

On Sunday, August 20, The Bennett Valley Volunteer Firemen’s
Association will be hosting Bennett Valley Community Day, a
celebration in the country with numerous Bennett Valley groups.
We’re planninga fun-filled day including live music, entertainment,
wine tasting, a live auction, a children’s petting zoo, local crafts
displays, a raffle and a wonderful bar-b-que of salmon, chicken,
pasta and other delights. Our event will be held at Matanzas Creek
Winery and will begin at 12:00 continuing until 5. If you would like
to put a display or booth up for your group or your crafts, or wish to
volunteer, contact Bennett Valley Community Day chairman Gary
Galeazzi at 544-0826. Mark your calendar, this is one event you
won’t want to miss!

To all of those of you who were able to attend our Firemen’s
breakfast, THANK YOU! It was our most successful breakfast yet
thanks to the community turnout. WE APPRECIATE IT! It was
great to see old and new friends alike getting together.

GREG McCOLLUM
President
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any concerns or question regarding the above, or fire safety in
general please feel free to call the Bennett Valley Fire Station,
business hours and phone, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.—5 p.m., #578-
7761.

GREG L. MARTIN
Fire Chief

BENNETT VALLEY
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT

Retiring Teachers Honored
The Bennett Valley Union School District  employees and Board of
Trusteesrecently honored three retiring teachers—Mrs. ErmaJohnson
(24 years), Mrs.  Pat Spencer (21 years), and Mrs. Betty Witchey (24
years). A reception held in their honor on June 10, 1989, was planned
and hosted by members of the various school staffs. The large
turnout of teachers, aides, support staff, board members, friends and
family enjoyed a wide array of hors d’oeuvres and beverages at the
party. The retirees were honored for their many years of dedicated
service with a bouquet of roses—one for each year in the district. In
addition, they each were given a gift certificate, a crystal heart
necklace, a plaque and a Board resolution recognizing their out-
standing individual contributions to the students of the district.

The occasion was a happy/sad one. Happy because Erma, Pat and
Betty are looking forward to finally doing all the projects they’ve put
on hold for so many years, and yet sad because, as fine teacher and
delightful individuals, they will be sorely missed.

School Staff Additions
The Bennett Valley Union School District  recently hired two new
principals for the 1989-90 school year...Scott Mahoney and Devon
Leaf.

Scott Mahoney has been hired to be principal at Bennett Valley
School, succeeding Sanford Brousseau, who leaves the principal-
ship in order to pursue other interests. Mr. Mahoney comes to the
district from the Konocti School District where he has been em-
ployed for the past 9 years. :

Devon Leaf  has been hired as principal for Strawberry School so that TAMARA BOULTBEE
the current principal, Kitten Keith, could take a year’s leave of
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absence to return to the classroom. Mrs. Leaf comes to Bennett
Valley from Rincon Valley School District where she has been
employed for the past 2 years.

Mr. Mahoney and Mrs. Leaf were welcomed to the district with a
reception, open to staff and community, held on June 13, 1989 at
Yulupa School.

School Enrollment
If any families are new to the Bennett  Valley School District  or have
children who have not been previously enrolled in the district, and
wish to enroll a child in the schools for the fall term, please enroll
your child as soon as possible. This facilitates the planning that must
take place well before school starts and makes for a much smoother
transition when school begins. The school district would certainly
appreciate it.  For  information, contact the district office at 542-2201,
Monday-Friday, between the hours of 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

TAMARA BOULTBEE

FABLE ANNEXATION
PROPOSAL UPDATE

The city of Santa Rosa is going to be the lead agency in preparing an
Environmental Impact Report on the proposed Fable annexation.
(We reported on the proposed annexation in the last newsletter.)
Requests for information to be included in the report were sent out
with the deadline for receipt of such information being June 14,
1989. The BVHa has responded asking that information in the
following areas be included:

Trafficways (transit service and trafficways system); Scenic corri-
dor (development, reconstruction, improvements, fragile roadway);
Environmental safety and seismic concerns; Public Services (city’s
ability to provide) and Development pattern; Uniqueness of eastern
entrance to city/open space around city; Housing (urban and rural
blend).

These areas were in addition to the areas listed by the city—geology/
soils, hydrology, visual, archaeological/historic, vegetation.
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BENNETT VALLEY HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP LIST 1989
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