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BVHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS BOARD ELECTION/OFFICERS

Bill  Wright President We are happy to report that namely, Nancy Batson,
Welles Wagner Vice President Tamara Boultbee and Michael Bates have been re-
Nancy Batson Secretary elected as board members. The new officers for 1989
Terry Babineaux Treasurer areishown tothe left,
Michael Bates
Tamara Boultbee
Marilyn Franc
Bill  Jacobs
Dave Steiner

(a MEMO FROM THE BOARD 2)
In the past few months the BVHA board has been very active in
several key areas; namely, Road Safety, unauthorized structures,
a proposed annexation by the City of Santa Rosa and comments/
inputs to the new County General Plan. We have made good
progress in all these areas as summarized below:

Road Safety - I’m sure many of you have observed double yellow
lines and speed limit signs on Bennett  Valley and Grange Roads.

We are advised by Janet Nicholas,  First District  Supervisor, that
the proposed drainage improvement which would allow shoul-
ders to be constructed in the ‘‘Pisenti road area’ is scheduled for
the 1989 construction season. This improvement would greatly
enhance Road Safety in this critical AREA where many accidents
have occurred. Also, the intersection improvements at Gran ge
and Bennett  Valley Roads is in the review stage and scheduled to
be completed in 1989. We are working with the Public Works
Department for further speed limit signs and yellow striping in
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County General Pl
Nicholas, First Dis

Ke
S

ort the
us tha

sponse to our inputs to the General Plan, the Board of Supervisors
has directed that (1) Enterprise Road be established as a Scenic
Corridor and expand the Scenic Landscape Unit  to encompass all
lands depicted as scenic backdrop and additional lands south of
Sonoma Mountain and Pressley Roads, (2) Sonoma Mountain
Road be established as a Scenic Corridor and (3) expand the
Scenic Landscape Unit  to include all visual corridors depicted in
the Bennett Valley Specific Plan Open Space Map. This means
visually sensitive areas will be protected by a scenic designation
and Design Review.

We have also been advised that the Board of Supervisors has
supported Janet Nicholas request to provide 2 new Community
Separators. The Eastern Santa Rosa/Oakmont Separator and the
Sonoma Valley Separator which will offer the potential for per-
manent protection of some of our area’s most sensitive and
visually important open lands. As soon as maps are printed,
copies will be provided. Of possible interest to equestrians and

lis pp re

B
E

N
N

E
T

T
V

A
L

L
E

Y

V
O

I C
E

Vo
l. 

12 
No

. 
1

B
en

ne
tt 

Va
lle

y 
H

om
eo

w
ne

rs
 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

B
H

A 
BO

AR
D

 O
F 

D
IR

EC
TO

RS
Bi

ll 
W

rig
ht

Pr
es

id
en

t|
W

ell
es

 W
ag

ne
r

V
ic

e 
Pr

es
id

en
t|

Na
nc

y 
Ba

tso
n

Se
cr

eta
ry

Te
rry

 B
ab

ine
au

x
Tr

ea
su

rer
M

ic
ha

el
 B

at
es

Ta
m

ar
a 

Bo
ul

tb
ee

M
aril

yn
 F

ran
c

B
ill

 J
ac

ob
s

D
av

e 
St

ei
ne

r

Fe
br

ua
ry

 
19

89

B
O

A
R

D
 E

L
E

C
T

IO
N

/O
FF

IC
E

R
S

We
 

are
 

ha
pp

y 
to

 rep
ort

 
that

 n
am

ely
, 

Na
nc

y 
Ba

tso
n,

Ta
m

ar
a 

Bo
ul

tb
ee

 
and

 M
ic

ha
el

 B
ate

s 
ha

ve
 

be
en

 re-
ele

cte
d 

as 
bo

ar
d 

m
em

be
rs.

 
Th

e 
ne

w
 o

ffi
ce

rs
 fo

r 
19

89
ar

e 
sho

wn
 

to 
th

e 
le

ft.

M
EM

O
 F

R
O

M
 

TH
E 

B
O

A
R

D

In 
the

 p
ast

 few
 

mo
nth

s 
the

 B
H

A 
bo

ard
 ha

s 
been

 
very 

acti
ve

 in
sev

era
l k

ey
 a

rea
s; 

nam
ely,

 
Ro

ad
 S

afe
ty, 

un
au

tho
riz

ed
 

stru
ctu

res
,

a p
rop

os
ed

 a
nn

ex
ati

on
 by

 th
e 

City
 of

 Santa
 

Ro
sa

 
an

d 
com

men
ts/

inp
uts

 
to 

the
 n

ew
 

Co
un

ty 
G

en
er

al
 P

lan
.

W
e h

ave
 m

ade
 g

oo
d

pr
og

res
s 

in 
all

 th
ese

 
are

as
 

as 
su

m
m

ari
ze

d 
belo

w:

Ro
ad

 S
afe

ty 
- I

'm
 s

ure
 m

any
 of

 yo
u 

have
 o

bs
erv

ed
 d

ou
ble

 y
ello

w
lines

 a
nd

 s
peed

 lim
it 

signs
 o

n 
Be

nne
t 

Va
lley

 
and 

Gr
ang

e 
Roa

ds.

We
 ar

e 
ad

vis
ed

 by
 J

ane
t 

Ni
ch

ola
s, 

Fir
st 

Distric
t 

Sup
erv

isor
, 

tha
t

the 
pr

op
os

ed
 d

ra
in

ag
e 

im
pr

ov
em

en
t 

wh
ich

 w
ou

ld
 

allo
w

 
sh

ou
l.

de
rs 

to 
be 

co
ns

tru
cte

d 
in 

the
 

"P
ise

nti
 r

oad
 

area
"" 

is s
ch

ed
ule

d 
for

the
 1

98
9 

co
ns

tru
cti

on
 

sea
so

n. 
Th

is 
im

pr
ov

em
en

t 
wo

uld
 g

rea
tly

en
ha

nc
e 

Ro
ad

 S
afet

y 
in 

thi
s 

cri
tic

al 
AR

EA
 w

her
e 

ma
ny

 
acci

den
ts

hav
e 

oc
cu

rre
d.

 A
lso

, 
the

 i
nte

rse
ctio

n 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts 
at

 G
rang

e
and

 B
en

ne
tt 

Va
lle

y 
Ro

ads
 

is 
in 

the
 re

vie
w

 s
tage

 
an

d sch
ed

ule
d 

to
be 

com
ple

ted
 in

 1
989

. 
We 

are 
wo

rkin
g 

with
 the

 
Pub

lic 
W

ork
s

De
pa

rtm
en

t 
for

 f
urt

he
r 

sp
ee

d 
lim

it 
sig

ns
 a

nd
 y

ello
w

 
stri

pin
g 

in
oth

er 
are

as,
 a

nd
 in

 p
art

icu
lar

 
the 

im
pro

ve
d 

M
an

tan
za

s 
Cr

eck
Br

idg
e 

on 
Gr

an
ge

 
Roa

d,

U
na

ut
ho

riz
ed

 S
tru

ctu
re

s 
- W

e 
hav

e 
be

cn
 s

uc
ce

ssf
ul

 i
n 

sev
era

l
cas

es 
wh

ere
 u

na
uth

or
ize

d 
stru

ctu
res

, 
trail

ers
 

and
 m

obile
 

ho
me

s
hav

e 
bee

n 
cite

d. 
In 

one
 

spe
cific

 
ins

tan
ce

 
th

e 
county

 h
as 

"red
tagg

ed""
 

a tw
o 

stor
y 

stru
ctu

re 
wh

ich
 w

as 
built

 
wit

hou
t a

 p
erm

it.
Th

is 
str

uc
tur

e 
will 

be 
dis

ass
em

ble
d, 

a p
erm

it 
iss

ue
d 

and 
it w

ill 
be

re-
bu

ilt 
ac

co
rdi

ng
 to 

ex
ist

ing
 c

od
es

 an
d 

wi
ll 

receiv
e 

the 
Be

nn
ett

Vall
ey

 
De

sig
n 

Re
vie

w
 a

pp
rov

al 
prior 

to 
initia

tion
 

of 
con

stru
ctio

n.

Pro
po

sed
 A

nn
ex

atio
n 

- W
e 

hav
e 

bee
n 

ve
ry

 active 
with

 th
e 

San
ta

Rosa
 

Pla
nni

ng
 C

om
mi

ssio
n 

and
 

the 
Co

unty
 in

 r
ev

icw
ing

 an
d

su
bs

eq
ue

ntl
y 

ob
jec

tin
g 

to 
the 

an
ne

xa
tio

n 
of 

39 
acres

 a
dja

ce
nt

 to
the

 B
en

nc
tt 

Va
lley

 
sch

ool
 w

hich
, 

in 
our

 v
iew,

 
viola

tes 
the 

San
ta

Ro
sa 

Ge
ncr

al 
Pla

n, 
wo

uld
 be

 im
pro

per
ly 

zon
ed

 
and 

certa
inly

wo
uld

 h
ave

 an
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

tal
 

imp
act 

on 
the

 r
ura

l 
sur

rou
nd

ing
arc

a 
(se

e 
fol

low
ing

 u
pda

te).
 

In 
add

ition
, 

it r
ais

es
 s

ign
ifi

ca
nt

co
nc

es
 fo

r 
the

 B
en

ne
tt 

Va
lley

 F
ire 

Pro
tec

tio
n 

Di
str

ict
 in

asm
uc

h
as 

it w
ould

 cr
eat

e 
a 

"Fire
 S

erv
ice

 Is
lan

d"
 an

d 
po

ten
tial

ly 
create

s
con

ges
tion

 and
 in

cre
ase

d 
resp

ons
e 

tim
es 

of 
em

erge
ncy

 p
erso

nne
l

and
 e

qu
ipm

en
t.

Co
un

ty 
Ge

ne
ral

 P
lan

 
-We

 a
re 

ple
ase

d 
to 

repo
rt 

that
 J

ane
t

Ni
ch

ola
s, 

Fir
st 

Di
str

ict
 S

up
erv

iso
r, 

has 
ad

vis
ed

 u
s 

tha
t 

in 
re

-

sp
on

se
 to 

our 
inp

uts
 to

 th
e 

Ge
ne

ral
 P

lan
, 

the
 B

oar
d 

of 
Su

pe
rv

iso
rs

has 
dir

ect
ed

 th
at 

(1
) En

ter
pri

se
 R

oad
 

be 
es

tab
lis

he
d 

as 
a S

cen
ic

Co
rrid

or
 a

nd
 e

xp
and

 t
he

 S
cenic

 
La

nd
sca

pe
 U

nit
 to

 e
nc

om
pa

ss
 a

ll
lan

ds
 

de
pi

cte
d 

as 
sce

nic
 b

ac
kd

ro
p 

an
d 

ad
di

tio
na

l 
lan

ds
 

so
uth

 o
f

So
no

ma
 M

oun
tain

 
and

 P
res

sle
y 

Ro
ad

s, 
(2) 

So
no

ma
 M

ou
nta

in
Ro

ad
 be 

est
ab

lish
ed

 a
s 

a 
Sc

en
ic 

Co
rrid

or
 a

nd
 (3

) 
exp

and
 

the
Sc

en
ie 

La
nd

sca
pe

 U
nit

 to
 in

clu
de

 al
l v

isu
al 

co
rri

do
rs 

de
pic

ted
 in

the 
Be

nne
tt 

Valley 
Sp

ec
ific

 
Plan

 O
pen

 S
pace

 
M

ap.
 

This
 m

ean
s

visually
 

sen
sitiv

e 
are

as
 w

ill 
be 

pr
ote

cte
d 

by 
a 

sce
nic

 d
es

ign
ati

on
and

 D
esi

gn
 R

evi
ew

.

We 
have 

also
 

becn
 a

dv
ise

d 
that

 
the

 B
oa

rd
 of

 S
up

erv
iso

rs 
ha

s
su

pp
ort

ed
 J

ane
t 

Ni
ch

ola
s 

req
ue

st 
to 

pro
vid

e 
2 

new
 C

om
m

un
ity

Se
pa

rat
or

s. 
The

 E
ast

ern
 S

an
ta 

Ro
sa/

Oa
km

on
t 

Se
pa

rato
r 

and
 th

e
So

nom
a 

Valley 
Se

pa
rato

r 
wh

ich
 w

ill 
off

er 
the

 p
ote

nti
al 

for
 pe

r-
m

an
en

t 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

of 
som

e 
of 

ou
r 

ar
ea

's 
m

os
t 

sen
siti

ve
 

an
d

visu
ally

 
im

po
rtan

t 
open

 
land

s.
As 

soon
 

as 
ma

ps
 a

re 
pr

int
ed

,
cop

ies
 

will 
be 

pro
vid

ed.
 

O
f po

ssi
ble

 i
nte

res
t 

to 
eq

ue
str

ian
s 

and
nat

ura
lists

 in
 B

en
ne

t V
alle

y, 
is the

 B
oard

's 
app

rov
ed

 re
vis

ion
 to

the
 G

ene
ral 

Pla
n 

which
 e

sta
bli

she
s 

a 
long

 ra
nge

 d
esi

gn
atio

n 
an

d
stra

teg
y 

to 
ac

hie
ve

 a
 ne

w
 C

ou
nty

 w
ild

ern
es

s 
are

a/p
ark

 in
 t

he
Son

om
a 

M
ou

nta
ins

, 
be

tw
ee

n 
Jac

k 
Lo

nd
on

 P
ark

 an
d 

the 
D

iam
on

d
A S

ub
div

isio
n. 

This 
area

 co
ntain

s 
truly

 b
eau

tifu
l 

un
spo

iled
 la

nd
s

and
 im

por
tan

t 
hab

itat
 f

or 
wi

ldli
fe.

 
The

 p
ote

nti
al 

"park"
 

envi-
sio

ne
d 

would
 a

llow
 

lim
ite

d 
pu

bli
c 

use
 f

or
 th

ose
 

de
siri

ng
 

a
wil

der
nes

s 
exp

erie
nce

 
while

 c
lea

rly
 

giv
ing

 p
ref

ere
nc

e 
to 

th
e

hab
itat

 
needs 

of 
wild

life.
 

Most
 

im
po

rtan
t, 

pub
lic 

ow
ner

ship
 

and/
or

 scen
ic 

eas
em

ent
s 

of
 this 

m
ou

nta
in

 r
an

ge
 w

ill 
en

su
re 

tha
t 

the
visual 

ope
n 

spa
ce

 th
at 

we 
all

 
enjoy

 fro
m

 th
e 

Hig
hw

ay
 12

 C
orr

ido
r

and 
thro

ug
ho

ut 
the

 S
ono

ma
 V

alle
y 

is 
pre

ser
ved

 in
 p

erp
etu

ity
 in

its 
un

spo
iled

 s
tate.

Ge
ne

ral
 

-The
 

spe
cifi

c 
and

 p
rim

ary
 

pur
pos

e 
of

 yo
ur 

Ho
me

-
own

er's 
As

soc
iati

on
 is

 to 
pro

mo
te 

and
 p

res
erv

e 
the 

rura
l, 

resi-
de

nt
ial

 c
ha

ra
cte

r 
an

d 
na

tu
ra

l 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t 
of 

Be
nn

et
t 

Va
lle

y.

We
 h

ave
 

man
y 

ch
all

en
ge

s 
in 

the
 f

utu
re

 as
 o

ur
 v

all
ey

 c
on

tin
ue

s 
to

grow
. 

We 
have 

to
 acc

om
mo

dat
e 

this
 gr

ow
th 

wh
ile 

pro
tec

tin
g 

our
na

tur
al 

beauty. 
We 

meet
 

eve
ry

 3
rd 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 of

 ev
ery

 
mo

nth
at 

7:30
 p

.m.
 

at 
the

 F
ire

 S
tat

ion
. 

W
e 

hop
e 

you
 c

an
 a

tte
nd

 th
ese

mec
tings

 
and

 p
ar

tic
ip

ate
 w

ith
 u

s 
in 

ou
r 

fut
ure

 
en

de
av

or
s. 

Al
l 

of
our 

bo
ard

 m
em

ber
s 

can
 be

 r
eac

he
d 

by 
tel

ep
ho

ne
. 

Do
 no

t h
esit

ate
to 

co
nt

ac
t us, 

we 
we

lcom
e 

it!
BIL

L 
W

RI
GH

T



MEMBERSHIP DUES UPDATE ON ANNEXATION HEARING

Your board finds it necessary to increase the Homeowner’s dues
for new and re-newing members. This is felt necessary due to the
increased costs for publishing and mailing the Bennett Valley
Voice as well as the types of problems we are faced with in
protecting and preserving the rural character of Bennett Valley.
Some problems look easy -- like the removal ofa trailer that is in
conflict with County code. This takes months, for even after the
County has notified the offender, he frequently appeals. The
Board must closely work with the county throughout the whole
procedure. More complicated, and sometimes beyond our exper-
tise, are requests for annexation to Santa Rosa. To assure the best
chances for success, the project is planned and guided through the
planning process by a Planning Consultant. Your board is no
match for these professionals, so we have to hire our own. So far,
we have been successful in stopping unwanted developments in
the valley, but, this takes a lot of dedication, time and occasion-
ally additional expenses for consultants.

We are told that with the development of the West Side, the
pressure for development of the Valley now is nothing compared
to what will come to bear when the developers have used up all
available property. The Bennett  Valley is a natural for the NEXT
BIG DEVELOPMENT PUSH BECAUSE OF ITS BEAUTY
AND RURAL NATURE, YET WITH THE CONVENIENCE
OF CLOSE PROXIMITY TO SANTA ROSA.

Please help preserve what we have. The membership dues of just
$7.00 is but a small membership fee in accomplishing our objec-
tives.

TERRY BABINEAUX

BENNETT VALLEY UNION SCHOOL
DISTRICT HOLDS ELECTION

The Bennett Valley Union School District held an election in
November to select four members for their five member Board of
Trustees...two to serve the remaining two years of unexpired
terms of former trustees, and two to serve regular four year terms.
Katie Sanchez and William Stephens were each elected to serve
four year terms, while Dr. Frank Hodges and Philip Kelly ran
unopposed for the two year terms. Three of the four are new to
the Board of Trustees, the exception being Dr. Hodges who has
been on the board since April, 1983. Tamara Boultbee is the
remaining member on the five member board.

The four new Board of Trustee members were sworn in by Lyle
Graf, Superintendent, at the December 7th board meeting. Offi-
cers were also elected for the coming year, they are: Tamara
Boultbee, President; Dr. Frank Hodges, Vice-President; Bill
Stephens, Clerk; Phil  Kelly,  Representative to the County Com-
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In early August, 1988, an application for annexation to the City
of Santa Rosa was submitted by Claudio and Christine Fable.
The properties proposed for annexation consist of 9 parcels to-
taling 38.84 acres, lying south of Bennett Valley Road and west
and south of Yulupa Avenue. (Properties extend from the Dan
Galvin Community Park/Golf course on the east to property
north and west of Bennett Valley School.) The applicant has
requested zoning of RR (Rural Residential)  which would allow
20,000 square foot lot sizes (or slightly less than .5 acre,
although city considers this a .5 acre lot). The planning depart-
ment was suggesting a minimum lot size of 40,000 square feet
(or approximately - 1 acre lots). Current county zoning is 10
acre density/5 acre minimum for approximately half of the
proposed annexation, the 4 parcels located farthest east which
are part of the Bennett Valley Study. The other 5 parcels (2
landowners) abut Bennett  View Drive are included in the South
Santa Rosa Study which shows a 2 ac. minimum lot size. The
city has listed 2 ac. minimum as the current density for the
project. This would appear to be erroneous and the city planner
has been advised of the apparent discrepancy. We are working
to clarify the matter, even though the city would go by their
general plan guidelines should annexation be approved.

A hearing was held on October 27, 1988 before the City
Planning Commission to obtain public input and act on the An-
nexation/Prezoning/Mitigated Negative Declaration request.
Many people were at the hearing and the vast majority of those
speaking were opposed to the proposal. Concerns ranged from
landowners currently included in the proposal not wishing to be
included, to fire safety considerations, traffic, neighborhood
compatibility, General Plan inconsistencies, and incomplete
research material. The public hearing was closed but the
remainder of the hearing was continued until a later date. The
first continuance date was set for Dec. 8, 1988, but that date was
again continued to January 12, 1989 to allow the City Planning
Department to complete the necessary paperwork. The item
was removed from the January 12th Planning Commission
hearing as the applicant had failed to provide the required
information by the hearing deadline. The project has been put
on hold in the Planning Department, according to Planner,
Marie Meredith, until environmental documents are provided
and a determination has been made concerning the need for
E.LR. etc. She stated that the concerns raised by those present
at the hearing were definitely of merit  and needed further study.

The BVHA is closely monitoring these proceedings and will
keep you advised. If further information is desired, please
contact either Bill  Wright or Tamara Boultbee, who have been
assigned this project, or contact Planner Meredith, at the Santa
Rosa Planning Department.

TAMARA BOULTBE
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THE SONOMA MOUNTAIN
APPELLATION

An appellation is a geographically designated area where a particular type of fruit or vineyard land is located. A
portion of the north and northeastern slopes of Sonoma Mountain has been designated as a sub-appellation of the
larger Sonoma Valley Appellation.

It includes approximately 800 acres of vineyards with elevations
ranging from 400 to 1200 feet. At this elevation there are more
moderate temperature fluctuations than in the valleys, staying
cooler in the daytime and warmer at night. There is not the
persistent summer fog maximizing the early to midday sunlight
hours. The inclination of the land is towards the morning sun and
away from the hotafternoon sun. Protection is provided in the lee
of the mountain from prevailing southwest winds.

This appellation was approved in August of 1984 after a great
deal of hard work by Patrick Campbell and Dave Steiner in
researching the history, soil and climatic conditions to gain the
approval of the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms. Their motivation was to have this area officially recog-
nized as a distinct viticultural zone which produced a high
quality product. A move that was supported by 99% of the
growers in the area.

Before this designation, grapes on Sonoma Mountain were
known to be of high quality and commanded. higher prices.
Mountain grapes tend to have a lower yield than valley grapes
due to the more shallow soil being volcanic in origin. Higher ele-
vation grapes need less water, grow in more stressed conditions
and generally develop greater intensity of flavor. They are
harder and more expensive to farm requiring lots of terracing.

The following is an excerpt from the historical section of the
proposal by Campbell & Steiner.

**In 1862 Jackson Temple planted the first vineyards on Sonoma
Mountain, shortly afterwards building the first winery on what is
now known as the Jack London Ranch. In 1867 Robert Potter
Hill,  a major landowner around Glen Ellen, planted 80 acres of
vineyard on land now owned by the State of California.”’

**Viticulture was well established on Sonoma Mountain by 1877,
when Thomas H.  Thompson published his pioneer work, Histori-
cal Atlas of Sonoma County, California. The map of Sonoma
Mountain shows the many ranches which had sprung up on the
Mountain by that time. J.P. Munro-Frazier’s History of Sonoma
County,1880, discusses many of the vineyard owners on Sonoma
Mountain and corroborates much of the information in Th-
ompson’s atlas. Munro-Frazier includes Sonoma Mountain in
his observation ‘that in the opinion of many (this area is) the
finest grape growing section in the State of California! ’. ”

haps the most detailed description of gi OV
ma Mountain at this time is Isaac de Turk Vij
noma County, 1893. De Turk, as the heat 'B
Viticultural Commissioners, published th vil
e vineyards and wineries in the Count is
‘ies and 10 vineyards on Sonoma Mountai in
8 to 125 acres and totalling 288 acres. Kol LF
ry, which de Turk notes ‘includes a large ae

\ lery’, was one of the largest wineries in ni
and was engaged in shipping its products tas
id the Horn. This winery included the orig il
on Temple’s pioneer winery. In the des 1¢
ards de Turk refers time and again to the excellence of the
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by Governor John Downey returning in late 1861 with 200,000
cuttings of nearly 500 varieties which were sold to other growers
statewide. He wasa strong lobbyist for the industry and attracted
many growers to the area.

In 1868 General Vallejo deeded the land, where the Glen Ellen
Winery is now located, to his carpenter Julius Wegener for
building his landmark home in Sonoma. Wegener built a winery
and distillery. The hillsides here on Sonoma Mountain were
perfect for the traditional European vitculturalist.

The wine industry over the years has faced many foes. Phyllox-
era was known to have wiped out all of the first plantings in the
late 1800s. Prohibition began in 1919 and closed all wineries.
Repeal of prohibition began in 1933, just as the depression was
beginning, making it difficult for vintners. During WWII grape
supplies ran short and vintners prospered but in 1947 a glut
caused a market crash. Jug wines grew popular in the 1950s. In
1969 table wines overtook dessert wines. Some of the old family
wineries made it through the rough times. Many of todays win-
eries started in the 1960s, 70s, and 80s.

Today, in the Sonoma Mountain appellation, the larger vineyards
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Sonoma Mountain Appellation - Continued

The future looks promising for the Sonoma Mountain Appella-

BENNETT VALLEY
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

tion. The official designation has helped increase the exposure
and notoriety of the quality grapes and wines produced in this
region. Wines labeled from Sonoma Mountain have increased in
value. ‘‘Plantings in recent years have surpassed even the heyday
of the late 1890s.’’ Patrick Campbell feels that ‘‘every bit of
suitable vineyard land will be planted here in the next 10 years.
There is no better appellation in Sonoma County than Sonoma
Mountain.’’ Dave Steiner says ‘‘there are hopes of increasing the
size of the appellation to include higher elevations as were re-
quested in the original proposal but denied at that time.’’ Sonoma
Mountain vintages are finding a place in the international market
place as well.

Remnants of old vineyards can still be seen on close examination.
Although it is believed that all the original vines planted in the
1800s died from Phylloxera there are stories that some may have
survived; a single thick-stemmed row comfortably taking its
place as senior among newer vines or an old variety not suited for
this climate but thriving, perhaps having been here so long to have
adapted. Some vineyards have been overgrown with brush but
are marked by vines breaking through to sunlight, no longer
cultivated. Old terraces lie faded on hillsides heaving small

FIRE CHIEF’S 1988 SUMMARY

During 1988 Emergency responses increased 20%, mostly due
to the busy wildland fire season and an increase in vehicle ac-
cidents. Despite the increased activity many of the Depart-
ments goals were met. These accomplishments included re-
vised and adopted standard operating procedures (S.O.P.s),
training goals established and met, administrative procedures
revised, and the increase of dedicated and active volunteers. In
addition the Fire District  has begun the first stage of our 5 year
Capital Improvement plan, using revenue generated from the
Special Benefit Assessment, passed by the voters in 1987. All
of the above have placed this department at a very high level of
service and operation with one common goal to provide the best
possible Fire and Emergency service to the community.

GREG L. MARTIN
Fire Chief

mounds where stalks once stood. This, of course, is the romantic DESIGN REVIEW VACANCIES
side of a very serious business past and present with a bright
future. Today, the wine industry is the largest single employer in
Sonoma County. One out of every six dollars made in the County
is generated from the wine industry.

MARILYN FRANC

Thanks to P. Campbell, D. Steiner, Sonoma Valley Vintners
Assoc., So. Co. Wineries Assoc.

As of March 31 there will be two vacancies on the Design
Review Board. Replacements are being sought. If you would
be interested, please contact the new President of the Board,
Chet Adamick, at 578-6007 or one of the BVHA Directors. As
well, alternates are needed to fill-in when someone on the board
is absent.
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