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MEMO FROM THE BOARD

In the past months the BVHA Board has
been the forum for a number of controver—
sial, potentially divisive issues in
Bennett Valley. Among these the most
hotly debated has been the furor over the
County's plan to replace the Matanzas
Creek bridge on Bennett Valley Road.
Valley residents have long recognized the
tight, nearly blind curve on which the
bridge is located as one of the most
dangerous spots on the road. Safety being
the overriding concern.of the BVHA Board,
it decided on a split vote last year not
to oppose the County's plan to replace the
old bridge with a wider structure, realign-
ed so as to straighten out the curve. The
Board was led to understand that the
County's plan was predicated on adherence
to a timetable which, if not met, would
have jeopardized the project's funding.
When we were told, in essence, take it or
leaveit, a majority decided thatt 2 public’s safe
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the old bridge, the old blind curves, and
the old dangers would remain. At the Febru-
ary meeting the BVHA Board took a pragmatic
position which is unlikely to satisfy either
pro-bridge or antibridge zealots, but which
we feel best addresses the issue of public
safety, given the present situation. since
there is to be a significant delay before
any construction can begin, we urged the
County to take a number of "interim" meae
sures to improve safety, including the
removal of brush and dead trees to increase
sight distance through the curves, and the
installation of signs, reflectors and flash-
ing lights to warn motorists to slow down.
Regardless of whether or in what form the
new bridge is built these measures are cheap,
and will improve safety -—- perhaps even save
lives —- for a significant period of time.
Our experience has shown that the political
and financial wherewithall for major projects
are transitory phenomena —- slippery beasts,
indeed. But even if the new bridge is post-
poned indefinitely, the measures we have
recommended will still continue to be an
improvement over the current situation.

The other controversial issue on which
we recently commented was the application
for a Use Permit for a new Nicholas Turkey
Ranch on Grane Canyon Road. We strongly
endorsed the application as consistent with
our pro-agricultural policy, and as it would
serve as a buffer against urban encroachment
by the City of Rohnert Park. The Board did
join the Design Review Committee in recommend—
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REPORT FROM BENNETT VALLEY FIRE DEPT.

February 4th the fire department
received a call at 2:41 AM to respond to
a house fire at 6360 Sonoma Mtn. Rd.,
the home of Russell Cundiff. They were

on the scene at 2:48 AM and had been
reached through 911.

The fire was contained to the base—
ment, the kitchen and one upstairs room.
It started in the basement due to faulty
Wiring. The home was built in 1925 and
still had the original tube and wire
electrical wiring with a single strand
strung across the basement floor to a
lamp. There were 6 people in the house
including Mr, Cundiff. No one was hurt.

Fire Captain, Greg Martin, said it
was a hard fire to fight as the home was
built of the materials of its day, lath
and plaster, the fire balloonedand
spread.. He said at one point a fire
fighter ran back into the fire to only
be able to rescue the tax forms and
necessary medication for Mr. Cundiff,
who is quite elderly.

Mutual aid was needed from many
surrounding fire depts. 7,600 gallons of
water was used to put the fire out. At one
time there were 17 pieces of equipment on
the scene. Water was also pumped from
neighboring swimming pools as well as
water tanks at Summit View.

By 8:00 AM fire department trucks
were beginning to leave the scene. A hard
nights work. The Red Cross put up the
residents at a local hotel for the night
and followed up with food and clothing
the next day. Thankfully no one was hurt.

1987 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE

Renewal membership fees have been
raised to the same level as new member—
ship fees this year - $5.00 straight
across. This is the first increase in
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PETITION TO PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.

The following is the wording of a petition
being circulated in an effort to have a
dangerous road situation repaired. If you have
not been contacted and wish to sign it, please
call -evenings 527-9349, Marilyn Franc.

| "Petition to Sonoma County Public Works
Department regarding repair of slide between
6471 and 6480 Sonoma Mountain Road.

"We, concerned residents of Sonoma Mtn.
Rd. and Bennett Valley, request that the slide
at the above location be repaired within this
year 1987.

"The slide poses great loss of property
and is life threatening to passengers in cars,
trucks and farm equipment using the road daily.
There is only 10 feet of passable road. The
slide drops 50 feet below the road level.
Indications that the slide is moving are evi-
denced by 4" wide cracks occurring and being
black topped over by County road crews at
least twice yearly. We fear this only adds to
the weight and eventual possibility of a major
slide.

"The hillsides in the immediate vicinity
are highly unstable, where small slides usually
get bigger. For example: Genjo-Gi (6367 Sonoma
Mtn. Rd.) hillside and dam, immediately next
door; Lange/Hamilton (5858 SMR) hillside;
County road at O'Reillys (5763), all occurring
during 1984-86.

"The road slide currently in question is
a continuation of a slide which occured in 1981
and was only partially repaired.

"Tf a major slide occured here it could
mean the loss of one of the oldest and best
preserved homes in our area owned by the Bates
(6471) at the top of the slide and at the
bottom of the slide it could destroy the long—
time residence and school of the Haas (6480)
where children are present in the daytime.

"We feel, that before there is greater loss
of life or property with the eventuality of
law suits that the slide be repaired and the
road made safe.
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e 
sc

en
e.

W
at

er
 

was 
al

so
 

pum
ped

 
from

nei
gh

bo
rin

g 
sw

im
mi

ng
 

pools
 

as
 well 

as
w

at
er

 ta
n

k
s a

t 
Summit 

Vi
ew

.

B
y 

8:
00

 A
M

 
fire

 
de

pe
rt

m
en

t 
tr

uc
ks

were
 

be
gi

nn
in

g to
 lea

ve
th

e s
ce

ne
.

A 
hard

n
ig

h
ts

 
work.

Th
e Red

 
Cr

oss
 

pu
t 

up 
th

e
re

si
de

nt
s 

at 
a 

local 
hotel

 
for

 
the 

ni
gh

t
a

n
d 

follow
ed

up
 

with 
fo

o
d 

an
d 

cl
ot

hi
ng

th
e n

e
x

t 
dey. 

Th
an

kf
ul

ly
 n

o 
one 

w
as

 
hurt.

P
E

T
IT
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N
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O

 P
U

B
L

IC
 

WORKS
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PT

.

Th
e fo

llo
wi

ng
 

i
s t

h
e 

wo
rding

 
of 

a 
pe

ti
ti

on
bei

ng
 

cir
cu

lat
ed

 
in

 a
n 

effort
 

to
 ha

ve
 a

dan
ger

ou
s 

ro
ad

 s
itu

ati
on

 
ro

pa
ire

d.
 

If 
you

 
have

not 
been

 c
ontacte

d 
an

d w
ish

 t
o 

sig
n it,

 
ple

ase
ca

ll 
evenin

gs 
52

7-
93

49
, 

M
ar

ily
n 

Franc.
"Petition 

t
o 

So
no

m
a 

Co
unty

 
Pu

bli
c 

Wo
rks

Depa
rtmen

t 
reg

ard
ing

 
re

pa
ir 

of
 

sli
de

 
bet

we
en

64
71

 an
d 6

48
0 S

on
om

e 
Mou

ntain 
Ro

ad.

a
t t

h
e a

b
o

v
e 

loc
atio

n 
b

e 
repeired 

w
ith

in
 this

yea
r 

19
87

.
"The 

sl
id

e p
os

es
 g

re
at

 lo
ss

 
of 

pr
op

ert
y

an
d 

is 
life 

thr
eat

en
ing

 
t

o 
pa

sse
ng

ers
 

in
 

cars
,

trucks 
a

n
d f

a
rn

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t 

us
in

g 
th

e 
ro

ad
 

da
ily

.
Ther

e 
is 

on
ly

 1
0 

fe
et

 
o

f 
pa

ss
ab

le
 

ro
ad

.
Th

e
slid

e
dr

op
s 

5
0 f

e
e

t b
el

ow
 t

h
e 

roa
d 

le
ve

l.
Indications

 
th

at
 th

e 
sli

de
 

is 
mo

ving
 

are
 

ev
i-

den
ced

 b
y 4

" 
w

id
e 

crac
ks

oc
cu

rri
ng

 
and

 
bei

ng
blac

k 
to

pp
ed

 
ove

r 
by

 C
ou

nt
y 

ro
ad

 
crew

s 
at

least
 

tw
ic

e 
yea

rly.
W

e 
fear

 
this 

on
ly 

ad
ds

 
to

th
e 

we
igh

t 
an

d 
ev

en
tu

al
 

po
ss

ib
ili

ty
 

o
f 

a 
ma

jor
sl

id
e. T

h
e 

h
il

ls
id

es
 

in
 

t
h

e 
im

m
ed

iat
e 

vi
ci

ni
ty

a r
 e 

  n 
i g

 h l
 y 

  u 
n s

 t e
 b l

 e 
,   w

 h e
 r 

e  
 s m

 o l
 l 

  s 
l i

 d
 e s

   u
 s u

 n l
 l y

g
e

t 
big

ge
r.

For 
ex

am
ple

: 
Genjo-G

i
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7 
Sono

ma
Mtn. 

Rd.) 
hiliside 

an
d 

da
m

, i
m

m
ed

iat
ely

 n
ex

t
doo

r; 
La

ng
e/H

am
ilto

n 
(5

85
8 S

M
R)

 h
ills

ide
;

Co
un

ty
 r

oa
d 

a
t 

O'R
eilly

s 
(5763

), 
all 

oc
cu

rri
ng

during
 

198
1,-8

6.
"The

 
ro

a
d 

sli
de

 
cu

rr
en

tl
y 

in
 

question
 

i
s

a 
co

nt
in

ua
ti

on
 o

f a
 s

li
d

e w
hi

ch
 

occured
 

in
 

19
81

an
d 
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o

n
ly

 p
art

ial
ly

 
re

pa
ir

ed
,

"
I

f a
 

m
aj

or
 

sli
de
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cu

red
 

here 
it 

co
ul

d
me

an
 

the 
lo

ss
 o

f o
n

e o
f t

h
e 

olde
st 

and 
be

st
pr

es
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ve
d 

ho
m

es
 

i
n o

u
r a

re
a

owned 
b

y 
th

e 
Ba

tes
(6

/7
1)

 at 
th

e 
top

 
o

f t
h

e 
sli

de
 an
d 

at
 

th
e

bo
tto

n 
of

 t
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 sl
id

e 
i

t 
co

uld
 

des
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long-

ti
m

e 
res

ide
nc

e 
an

d 
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ho
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 o
f th

e 
H
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s (6
48

0)
wh

ere
 

ch
ild

ren
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e 

pr
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en
t 

in
 t

h
e 
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m
e.

"W
e 

fe
el

, 
th

at
 

before
 

there 
is 

gre
ate

r 
lo

ss
o

f 
lif

e 
or 

pr
op

er
ty

 
with 

th
e 

ev
en

tua
lity
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la
w

 
s

u
it

s t
h

a
t t

h
e 

slide 
b

e 
re

pa
ire

d 
an

d 
th

e
ro

ad
 

m
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e sa
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.
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R
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D
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m
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ra
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d t
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h
e 
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m

e 
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l 
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m
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be

r-
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ip
f

e
e
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h
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r 

- 
45.00
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h

t
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.
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i
s 
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fir
st
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H
A 
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w
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u
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p t
o 

dat
e 
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 i
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info
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-
ti
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 i

n 
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St

ud
y dis
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ard
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d 
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road
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general
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a

n
d 

hi
st
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y 

o
f

th
e a

r e
s ,

 b
y 

rec
eiv

ing
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VOICE, 

ou
r

qu
ar

te
rly

 
ne

w
sle

tte
r.

A
l

l 
re

si
de

nt
s 

and 
m

em
be

rs
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w

el
co

m
e a

t t
he

 
mo

nthly
 

ne
eti

ng
s 
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at

th
e 

Firehouse 
on

 th
e 

3rd
 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 

of
ea

ch
 

m
on

th
 

at
 

7:30 
PX

 t
o 

vo
ice

 
th
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r

op
in

io
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an

d 
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er
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su
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a

t 
hand.
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N
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M
E

P
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n
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A
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D
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A
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