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MEMO FROM THE BOARD

ELECTION UPDATE: M i c h a e l B a t e s was e l e c t e d t o t h e s e a t v a c a t e d by
D o n a Mober ly. T h e B o a r d i n t u r n e l e c t e d o f fi c e r s a s i n d i c a t e d

a b o v e . We t h a n k Dona f o r h e r w o r k a n d c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t o t h e
A s s o c i a t i o n a n d w e l c o m e M i c h a e l t o t h e B o a r d .

S e r v i c e on t h e B o a r d a n d d i r e c t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a c t i v i t i e s
c a r r i e s much r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , p e r s o n a l t ime and ha rd work . T h e r e

i s a l w a y s a n e e d f o r c o n c e r n e d i n v o l v e m e n t . The Va l l e y n e e d s
your support whether i t ' s in new/renewed membersh ip , a p p e a r a n c e
a t p u b l i c
the Board! The p r e s s u r e f o r amendments to the
growing. Through h a r d work we c o n t i n u e t o be s u c c e s s f u l in our
fi g h t s t o uphold t h e G e n e r a l Plan and in a d v a n c i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l
g r o w t h , b u t w e are never s a fe . Please renew your membership,
join i f you aren't already a member and pa r t i c ipa te .

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS UPDATE: 1 ) A f t e r y e a r s of f r u s t r a t i o n
and d i s a g r e e m e n t , the b l i n d i n t e r s e c t i o n a t Sonoma M o u n t a i n a n d
P r e s s l e y r o a d s has fi n a l l y been e l i m i n a t e d . K u d o s g o t o o u r

p e r s i s t e n c e o v e r t h e p a s t y e a r and t o l s t D i s t r i c t S u p e r v i s o r

Jane t N i c h o l a s f o r h e l p i n g push t h i s p r o j e c t t h r o u g h .

2) A n e w r o a d s a f e t y improvement p r o j e c t i s on C o u n t y P u b l i c
Works' drawing boards. Des ign p l a n s and r i g h t - o f - w a y a c q u i s i t i o n
a r e underway fo r c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new b r i d g e a c r o s s . M a t a n z a s

C r e e k on B e n n e t t V a l l e y R o a d . The p r o j e c t p lan i n c l u d e s a new
b r i d g e t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e e x i s t i n g b r i d g e and a new roadway t h a t
w i l l e l i m i n a t e t h e d a n g e r o u s c u r v e s on b o t h s i d e s of t h e b r i d g e .
The n e w, s t r a i g h t e n e d r o a d w a y w i l l r e j o i n t h e o l d r o a d a b o u t 100

y a r d s b e f o r e i t r e a c h e s t h e P i s e n t i p r o p e r t y . No p r o d u c t i v e Ag
land w i l l be d i s t u r b e d . Due t o o v e r r i d i n g s a f e t y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,
t h e homeowners ' Board s u p p o r t s t h i s p r o j e c t . However, we do have
c o n c e r n s a b o u t . s u c h road improvemnts t h a t w i l l i n c r e a s e s p e e d ,
make B e n n e t t V a l l e y more v u l n e r a b l e a s an a r t e r y t o o t h e r p a r t s
of t h e C o u n t y and i n v i t e more u r b a n s p r a w l .
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3 ) We h e s i t a t e t o r e f e r t o t h e Bennett Va l l e y Road-Yulupa
i n t e r s e c t i o n as a " s a f e t y improvement" a l t h o u g h t h a t
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e r e a s o n for t h e p r o j e c t . Upon c o m p l e t i o n i t
i s o b v i o u s t ha t the C i t y of S a n t a Rosa e n v i s i o n s Yulupa Avenue as
the p r i n c i p l e a r t e r y i n t o Bennett Va l l e y
Valley Road. That concern as ide , although i t could be an ominous
s i g n a l t o Bennett Valley homeowners, the Board fee l s mislead by
t h e C i t y b e c a u s e we t h o u g h t t h e y h a d a g r e e d t o p r o v i d e a

t u r n i n g r a d i u s a n d a n a c c e l e r a t i o n l a n e s o t h a t o u t b o u n d

Bennett Va l l ey t r a f fi c ( e s p e c i a l l y t ruck t r a f fi c ) would n o t b e
s e r i o u s l y i m p e d e d . i n t e r s e c t i o n h a s b e c o m e t h e b o t t l e n e c k

s a f e t y h a z a r d we a rgued it would be and t h o u g h t we h a d b e e n

successful in changing the C i t y ' s plan. We have appealed to the
C i t y f o r r e m e d i a l a c t i o n .

LAND USE I S S U E S U P D AT E : 1) Anthony & Anne Haas of Great Oak
School, 6480 Sonoma Mountain Road, applied f o r p e r m i t f o r a

s c h o o l o f 75 s t u d e n t s . The Haas School has grown and
o p e r a t e d w i t h o u t p e r m i t . The C o u n t y P l a n n i n g
D e p a r t m e n t d e t e r m i n e d t h e r e q u e s t w a s i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e
G e n e r a l P l a n and d i s a p p r o v e d . The C o u n t y B o a r d of Z o n i n g
A d j u s t m e n t s t u r n e d d o w n appea l for a Genera l Plan
Amendment. We spoke in o p p o s i t i o n to t h e amendment
i n c o n s i s t e n c y e x i s t i n g and p l a n n e d u s e s a n d t h e f a c t t h a t
such p r o p o s e d amendments t o the Genera l P l a n , r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r
a p p a r e n t benign r e s u l t s and good i n t e n t i o n s , s e t p r e c e d e n t s
e r o d e t h e G e n e r a l P l a n t o i r r e l e v a n c y . I t i s u n k n o w n a t t h i s

t h e BZA d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i l l be a p p e a l e d
S u p e r v i s o r s .

2) R i c h a r d & Carmain Schweiger have fi l e d to r e z o n e t h e i r 13
parcel , 4714 Pressley Road, from a 15 a c r e d e n s i t y to a 5 a c r e
m i n i m u m s o t h e y c a n q u a l i f y for The S c h w e i g e r s
p r o p o s e d s p l i t i n 1 9 8 2 w h i c h w a s t u r n e d down by t h e
County Planning Commissioners and the Board of S u p e r v i s o r s .

c o n d u c t e d a t h o r o u g h s t u d y of the i s s u e a t t h e t ime and
found numerous p rob lems wi th the proposal. B e s i d e s c o n fl i c t i n g

t h e B.V. S p e c i fi c and t h e G e n e r a l P l a n s , t h e p r o p e r t y was
deemed to be severely unstable for development, m a r g i n a l in w a t e r
a v a i l a b i l i t y , c r e e k a n d

3) In August 1985 t h e County B u i l d i n g Department d i s c o v e r e d t ha t
a "S top Work" o r d e r i s s u e d in November 1984 on
d w e l l i n g the P i s e n t i p r o p e r t y, 4975 Bennett
Va l l e y Road, i g n o r e d and t h a t c o n s t r u c t i o n
c o n t i n u e d t o t h e p o i n t t h a t t h e two s t o r y s t r u c t u r e was v i r t u a l l y
c o m p l e t e . P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n and t h e B o a r d of S u p e r v i s o r s
d e n i e d an appea l by t h e P i s e n t i s for a Genera l P lan amendment to

d w e l l i n g on t h e p r o p e r t y . T h e P i s e n t i s
s u b s e q u e n t l y a p p l i e d f o r a n d r e c e i v e d a " s e c o n d

t h e p r o v i s o t h a t t h e second u n i t conform wi th r u l e s
g o v e r n i n g t h e s e u n i t s . P r i o r t o t h e d e n i a l o f t h e G e n e r a l P l a n
ammendment, the 2nd u n i t s o l u t i o n was d i s c u s s e d a s a p o s s i b l e
s o l u t i o n t o a b a t e m e n t of t h e i l l e g a l s t r u c t u r e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,

changeover o f Homeowner officers, o u r m a i l w i t h t h e
n o t i fi c a t i o n o f t h e P i s e n t i 2nd u n i t fi l i n g was r e v i e w e d t o o l a t e
for t h e B H A B o a r d t o c o n s i d e r o u r p o s i t i o n and t a k e a c t i o n .
C o n s i d e r i n g t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f s a n c t i o n i n g an i l l e g a l l y b u i l t
s t r u c t u r e under the p r e t e x t used to s k i r t Genera l Plan
c o n t r o l s , we remain v i g i l a n t to a s s u r e that 2nd u n i t
r e g u l a t i o n s a r e o b s e r v e d on t h i s p a r c e l .
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The foregoing problem i l l u s t r a t e s how t e n u o u s c o n t r o l s a r e , how
e a s i l y land use r u l e s can be c i r c u m v e n t e d , and how much we
everyone's help. We urge you to be a le r t t o p r o p o s e d l a n d

n e e d
u s e

n o t i c e s . T h e r e i s n o g u a r a n t e e t h a t we a r e a w a r e o f i s s u e s
b e f o r e it i s t o o l a t e for a c t i o n . P l e a s e h e l p .

Probably some of the most in teres t ing
history t o us today is that of the early
Bennett Valley set t lers . The fol lowing is
a l i t t l e history lesson adn quiz for us a l l .
The information was gathered from past issues
of the Bennett Valley VOICE with thanks to
those i n d i v i d u a l s who have c o n t r i b u t e d t h e i r
e f fo r t s in helping to document the h i s t o r y of
the area. (The answers follow upside down.)

1) Bennett Valley was once part of a large
land grant called _ owned by

2) The fi r s t family to se t t le in the valley
were t h e i n t h e y e a r _

3) The second family to s e t t l e here were
The

4) What Indian t r ibe was native to the area?
5) An I n d i a n word pronounced ee-00-100-pa

is known today as
6) The fi r s t school in Bennet t Val ley was

the and was b u i l t in the year

7) Who was the B.V. res ident elected Assem-
blyman to represent Sonoma County in
1853 by the Party?

8) Does Bennett Valley have a Cemetery?
9) B.V. had a O f f i c e   u n t i l

l o c a t e d   i n t he b l a c k s m i t h s h o p o f Dana B.
B r e m n e r •

10) What mineral was discovered and mined on
Taylor Mtn. beginning in 1877?

11) The B.V. Grange was formed in what year?
I t i s t h e Grange Hal l in the
cont inuous ly in use a s a Grange Ha l l .

12) The fi r s t B.V. Fire House was bui l t in
what year? Who was t h e fi r s t fi r e
c h i e f ?

13) By the 1880's there were 4,000 acres of
producing 486,000 gallons of

They were k i l l ed o f f by a t t h e t u r n
of the century and farming was discouraged
by thru the

THE BENNETT VALLEY VOICE

The VOICE is mailed quarterly to a l l
members w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h i s January
i s s u e which i s d i s t r i b u t e d t o a l l r e s i d e n t s .
Initial membership is $5.00 for the 1st year,
renewal is $3.00 per year following• All
r e s i d e n t s and members a r e welcome a t the
monthly meetings he ld a t the Fi rehouse on t h e
3rd Wednesday of each month a t 7:30 PM to
voice the i r opinions and concerns on issues
that a r i s e . Hope to see you there.
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BENNETT VALLEY HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
1986 Membership Dues

Bennett Valley Homeowners Assoc., P.O. Box 2666, Santa Rosa, California 95405
RENEWAL $3.00 NEW MEMBERSHIP $5.00

NAME

ADDRESS

Please make checks payable to Bennett Valley Homeowners Assoc., and send in by March 10, 1986.



BENNETT VALLEY
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 2666
Santa Rosa, CA 95405


