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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

This issue's message is less a report
on what is happening than on what needs to
happen. What's that? Involvement --
your involvement. The Bennett Valley
Homeowners Association has become one of
the most influential organizations of its
kind in the County, enjoying a large
measure of credibility with local decision
makers as the voice of the people of the
Valley. But this influence and credibility
can continue only as long as the Associa-
tion remains a viable forum for discussing
the Valley's challenges and opportunities
as they arise. It's important to remember
that there is room for differences of
opinion. Intelligent people with different
backgrounds and perspectives are bound to
disagree from time to time. These disagree-
ments can be a source of strength, but only
if we can deal with each other with mutual
respect and work hard to resolve our
differences constructively. What happens
a * ation when its memt allow
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This will provide both a rest for burnt-out
Committee members and an Opportunity for
the community to inject "fresh blood" and
assure that the Committee's standards
remain those of the community as a whole.
Committee members Patrick Campbell and
Ray Longman (to whom many thanks) are due
to step down in March, so the Homeowners
Association needs to talk to potential
candidates soon, in order to pass its
recommendations on to the Supervisors in
time for them to make the new appointments.
If you own property here, you already are
involved with the Design Review Committee,
so let's hear constructive recommendations
now, rather than grumbling later.

To conclude we can only reiterate: it's
your Valley, your Association. Get involved.

EXTEND SUMMERFIELD ROAD?

In the Fall of 1984, developer Dennis
Hunter filed for a major subdivision of his
property — the former Bruggemann Ranch - just
outside the Santa Rosa City Limits, and
adjacent to the park and golf course. This
filing represents Hunter's second attempt to
develop the property, the first having been a
considerably more ambitious proposal which
would have required City and County General
Plan amendments and an extension of the city
limits into rural Bennett Valley. Your Home-
owners Association Board opposed that project,
and it was rejected by the Santa Rosa City
Council at the "pre-zoning" level. The current
proposal, on the other hand, was drawn up in
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SUMMERFIELD ROAD EXTENSION? Continued

when it was essentially the same road it
is today. He claims that the relatively
low residential densities allowed under the
Bennett Valley Specific Plan are unrealistic,
that development pressure will eventually
place many more homes here than the current
plan calls for, and that those people will
need better roads and another way out of the
Valley. He also points out that his proposal
does not call for immediate construction of
the extension, but merely for dedication of
an easement to make the extension more
economical to build if and when it is needed.

The Board majority, including this
writer, is of the opinion that the Summer-
field Road extension would primarily serve
as a way into and through the Valley for
commuter traffic. J think we can grant
Bill's point that there is a great deal more
traffic on Bennett Valley Road than it was
designed for. The same is true of U.S. 101;
the same is particularly true ofHighway 12.
The growth projected for Sonoma County
represents for our purposes an infinite
supply of traffic which will fill to over-
flowing any road of any deSign capacity.
The question is whether we want small, over-—
crowded roads with 45 to 50 mile-per-—hour
traffic, or large, overcrowded roads with
several times the volume of 70 mile-per—hour
traffic. A look at the Highway 12 situation
indicates that Bennett Valley is extremely
lucky not to be designated as a major through
corridor between Santa Rosa and the South
County - and that the option to be so desig-
nated is not one we should seek to preserve.
Ask someone who lives in, say, Kenwood.

Bill's point about growth above-and-
beyond the levels projected by the Bennett
Valley Plan sounds like a self~fulfilling
prophesy; if we want more growth, we can have
it by creating the infrastructure for it.
The Summerfield extension would put more
traffic here sooner, and worsen, rather than
improve, the traffic in Bennett Valley. At
least that's the opinion of the Board
majority.

But we're not infallible and we need
to know your opinion so we can pass it on to
the Planning Commission and the Supervisors.
Please take the time to fill out the opinion
poll ballot on the * s 2 and send it in
+n the \“ssocia_ ( . nlAwe rrath unin

ib ©iip du:

"THE GUENZA'S"

Profile of an Barly Bennett Velley Family

Phillip (Phil) Guenza, now 75 wes one
of nine children whose parents ond grend-
parents came from Italy via New York in the
late 1800's. Phil's father, John, ceme from
northern Itely, his mother, Mery Bienci, came
from the Lake Como crea. As 4 reasult two
dialects were spoken in the home.

In 1917, the Guenzas came to Bennett
Valley end went into diversified farming zs
many families did then. They produced gérden
vegetables, fruit, grepes, chickens, vérious
meats, and most of all milk.

Mr. Guenze recollected there to be two
wineries, nine vineyards, ten various orchards
producing prunes, apples end some cherries,
four large chicken ranches, one broiler chicken
rench, and five sheep ranches when they came
here. Winery names were the Sibbslds, brangers,
and Brovelli's. The sheep ranchers were Frenk,
Len end Pote Kurtz, the J:inisons, the
Bezzini's and the Sevory's. At this time
there were also i2 Grade A dairies and 72
Grade B dairies here. The Guenzées sterted
with Grade B milk then went to Grede A and
eventually produced both. Their milk cows
were Holestein, Guernsey end some Jerseys.
They prided themselves on € clean well-run
operation. For many years the milk and creém
went to the Grace Bros. Cremery st 3rd and
Wilson in Santa Rosa. Behind that was the
Tomato Cennery, another crop grown in this
«rea then. In later years the milk went to
the Co-op in Petaluma.

On the ranch wos an old lake bottom
covering about 10 acres. It had been drained
by the previous owners the Hansens, uSing 4
wooden box system. The Guenzas replaced the
boxes with i2" tile digging down i4". It had
to be cleaned once a year. This 10 acres
provided a wonderful garden area irrigated by
an artesian spring. One crop grown here was
a variety of potato called "Late Red Rose"
which came from Bodega where many potatoes
were grown at that time. Joseph M. Talbot
of the Press Democrat wrote them up as
"potatoes you could stack like wood". They
were long and narrow. [ech year 45 seedling
potatoes were held out for the next years
planting. These 45 potcters votehs4 2 total
SO 7 sere r star-
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One particular play stands out for Phil Guenza
a-* that one 1-- "Robin Hood" acted out in
° ‘Ws Po “rc +, and there are pictures
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THE GUENZA'S Continued
a t a l a t e r t ime c o n v e r t e d i t i n t o a
barn. In the 50 's the brothers b u i l t
h o m e s on B a t e s o l e a n d on t h e B o t a s s o
p r o p e r t y. Phi l Guenza was one o f t h e
fi r s t fi v e d i r e c t o r s o f t h e B e n n e t t
Valley Fire Department.

Montgomery Vi l l a g e was a l s o
remembered to being a l l prune and walnut
o r c h a r d s a n d b e t w e e n t h e r e a n d Summer-
fi e l d Road were p roduce fi e l d s . 1925
brought the building of a few homes.

Wi l d fl o w e r s were a l s o more
abundant in the early 1900's such as
wild violets, redwood lilies, wild
strawberries, wild a z a l e a s , paintbrush,
and s e v e r a l v a r i e t i e s o f t r i l i u m ( a
dark red one, variegated colored ones,
and white).

Varieties of grapes the Guenza's
grew on 15 acres were Zinfandel, Petite
S i r a h and A l i c a n t e .

Memories of buying a pa i r of Levi 's
for $1.00 and a s i l v e r and gold b e l t
buckle for $52.00 with money saved by
p i c k i n g f r u i t f o r 5 c e n t s a box when Phi l
w a s 1 8 years old. The f r u i t was picked
on the Letty ranch. A 200 lb. hog sold
fo r $4.00 and potatoes for 2 cents a lb.

The Guenza's gave up the dairy in
the l a t e 5 0 ' s . P r i c e and wage c o n t r o l s
were l i f t e d bu t milk p r i c e s s t a y e d the
same making i t d i f fi c u l t f o r any dairyman
to s t a y in b u s i n e s s .

Phil Guenza says, " I t was a good,
rugged l i f e - l o t s o f h u n t i n g and fi s h i n g .
Given so many chickens, so many cows, f r u i t
t rees and a garden' a family could do well
as many did in those days."

MSF
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OPINION POLL BALLOT - SUMMERFIELD EXTENSION
YES As a condition of approval of his subdivision, Dennis Hunter should be

required to dedicate an easement through his property for the eventual
extension of Summerfield Road to Bonnett Valley Road.

NO Summerfield Road should not be extended; no dedication of easement
should be required.
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