
BENNETT
VALLEY

OICE
VOLUME 7 NO.1

—_—S= ——=

BENNETT VALLEY HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION JANUARY 1984

MEMO FROM THE BOARD

As has been the custom in recent
years, the January edition of the
Bennett Valley Voice newsletter is
being distributed to all area homes
as part of our membership effort.
We ask you to join or re-join at
this time as your input and sup-—
port is needed. The Board meets
the third Wednesday of each month
except December at 7:30 in the
firehouse.
attend.

You are welcometo

The present Board Directors and
Officers are listed on this page of
the newsletter.

Update: Roads
Refer to the road imprevement in-
terview article in this newsletter.

The BVHA would like to congratulate
Jim Fatland, Bruce Benson, and Peter
Floodman for their election in No-
vember to the BV Fire District Board
and to Millie Mansfield who was re-—
elected to the BV School Board.

Although things were fairly quiet ~
over the holidays, we have just re—

BVHA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Warren Watkins
Vice— president Dave Steiner
secretary open
Treasurer Nancy Batson

‘Tamara Boultbee
Paul Mowbray

Dona Moberly
Bill Jacobs
gam Mitchell

This newsletter is compiled and
distributed to members quarterly,
the next issue arriving in April.

We welcome your opinions and
thoughts for future articles.
Let us hear from you.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR BENNETT
VALLEY AREA
The following is a listing of events
and organizations serving the Bennett
Valley area. They all hope you

centlybeen informed by the County mis ubl- *+~ attend a meeting or
Planning Department of an applica- fur 30m in 1984.

a zat Creek W"--~~ to BE N 1F DEPARTMENT
ex | 1cl- ities | - cent r Pia st} will be held

oF fe May 5 r, and October 21.
Ta -_ cc itinu> | by The > svory first Tuesday

Bo ! eee Sa y ow of ) G6c*ill. Business
2) TO OD DOE Frees) Uitte I 1ergency Phont-ti | vist the 0e:6 to this ae i ie ere

su | mez 7. ug

ur —joir, a fil ou nd te t t slow. Pf iil
1t he ttache 1 ddr sse nivelo

i ipa 1984 im
BENNETT VA LEY HO” SSI

New member: hip-—— m

Name |

Address

Make check: Pay:3

B
E

N
N

E
T

T
V

A
L

L
E

Y

V
O

I
C

E
VO

LU
M

E 
7 

N
O

.1
BE

NN
ET

T 
VA

LL
EY

 
HO

M
BO

W
NE

RS
 

A
SS

O
C

IA
TI

O
N

JA
N

U
A

RY
 

19
84

M
EM

O
 

FR
O

M
 

TH
E 

B
O

A
R

D

As
 

ha
s 

be
en

 t
h

e 
cu

st
om

 
in

 
re

ce
nt

th
e 

Ja
nu

ar
y

e
d

it
io

n 
o

f 
th

e
B

en
n

et
t 

V
al

le
y 

V
oi

ce
 

n
ew

sl
et

te
r 

is
be

in
g 

di
st

ri
bu

te
d 

to
 

al
l 

ar
ea

 
ho

ne
s

as
 

pa
rt

 
of

 
ou

r 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
ef

fo
rt

.
We

 
as

k 
yo

u 
to

 
jo

in
 

or
 

re
-j

o
in

 
at

t h
i s

 
t i

m
e 

a s
 

yo
ur

 
i n

pu
t 

an
d 

su
p -

ne
ed

ed
.

T
he

 
B

o
a

rd
 

m
e

e
ts

t h
e 

t h
i r

d 
W

ed
ne

sd
ay

o
f 

ea
ch

 
m

on
th

ex
ce

p
t 

D
ec

em
be

r 
a

t 
7

:3
0 

in
 

th
e

f i
 r

 e
 h 

o u
 s 

e 
.

Yo
u 

a r
e 

w
el

co
m

e,
 

t o
a

tt
e

n
d

.
T

h
e 

p
re

se
n

t 
B

oa
rd

 
D

ir
ec

to
rs

 
an

d
0 

f 
f 

i 
c 

e 
r 

g
ar

e 
li

st
ed

 
on

 
th

is
 

pa
ge

 
of

th
e 

ne
w

sl
et

te
r.

U
pd

at
e:

 
R

oa
ds

R
ef

er
 

to
 

th
e 

ro
ad

 
im

pr
ov

em
en

t 
in

-
t e

r v
i e

w
 

a
r t

i c
l e

 
i n

 
t h

i s
 

n
e w

s l
e t

t e
r .

Th
e 

BH
A 

w
ou

ld
 

li
ke

 
to

 
co

ng
ra

tu
la

te
J i

m
 

P
a t

l a
nd

,
Br

uc
e 

Be
ns

on
, 

an
d

P
e

t e
r

Fl
oo

dm
an

 
fo

r 
th

e
ir

 
e

le
c

ti
o

n 
in

 
N

o-
v

e
m

b
e

r
to

a
n

d
th

e 
BV

 
F

ir
e 

D
is

tr
ic

t 
B

oa
rd

to
 

M
il

li
e 

M
en

sfi
el

d 
w

ho
 

w
as

 
re

-
e l

e c
t e

d 
to

 
t h

e 
BV

 
Sc

ho
ol

 
B

oa
rd

.
A

lt
ho

ug
h 

th
in

gs
 

w
er

e 
fa

ir
ly

 
qu

ie
t

th
e 

ho
li

da
ys

, 
we

 
ha

ve
 

ju
st

 
re

-
ce

nt
ly

 
be

en
 

in
fo

rm
ed

 
by

 
th

e 
Co

un
ty

P
la

n
n

in
g 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

of 
an

 a
pp

li
ca

-
ti

o
n 

by
 

M
at

an
za

s 
C

re
ek

 
W

in
er

y 
to

ex
pa

nd
 

it
s 

fa
c

il
it

ie
s 

in
 

th
e 

c
e

n
te

r
of

 
th

e 
va

ll
ey

.
T

as
ti

n
g

s 
w

il
l 

co
n

ti
n

u
e 

to
 

be
 

by
i n

v
i t

a t
i o

n 
o n

l y
.

A 
po

ll 
of

 
th

e
B

oa
rd

 
sh

ow
ed

 
no

 
op

po
si

ti
on

 
at

 
th

is
t i

m
e 

an
d

we
 

w
is

h 
th

e 
b

es
t 

to
 

th
is

su
cc

es
sf

ul
 

w
in

er
y.

BO
A

RD
 

OR
 

D
IR

E
C

T
O

R
S

P
re

si
d

en
t

W
ar

re
n 

W
at

k
in

s
Vi

ce
- 

pr
es

id
en

t 
D

av
e 

S
te

in
er

S
e c

r e
t a

ry
o

p
e

n
I 

r 
e a

 s
 u

 r 
e r

N
an

cy
 

B
at

so
n

D
on

a 
M

ob
er

ly
T

am
ar

a 
B

ou
lt

be
e

B 
i l

 l 
  J 

a c
 o 

b s
Sam

 
M

it
ch

el
l

Pa
ul

 
M

ow
br

ay

T
hi

s 
n

e
w

sl
e

tt
e

r 
is

 
co

m
pi

le
d 

an
d

W
e 

w
el

co
m

e 
y

o
u

r 
o

p
in

io
n

s 
an

d
th

ou
gh

ts
 

fo
r 

fu
tu

re
 

ar
ti

cl
es

.
L 

e 
t 

  u s
 

  h e
 a 

r 
  i r

 o
 m

 
  y o

 u 
.

CA
LE

ND
AR

 
OP

 
BV

BN
TS

 
FO

R 
BE

NN
ET

T
VA

LL
EY

 
A

R
B

A
Th

e 
fo

ll
ow

in
g 

is
 

a 
li

st
in

g 
of

 
e

v
e

n
ts

an
d 

o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
s 

se
rv

in
g 

th
e 

B
en

ne
tt

V
al

le
y 

a
re

a
.

Th
ey

 
al

l 
ho

pe
 

yo
u

m
ig

ht
 b

e 
ab

le
 

to
 

a
tt

e
n

d 
a 

m
ee

ti
ng

 
or

fu
n

ct
io

n 
so

m
et

im
e 

in
 

19
84

.
BE

NN
BT

T 
VA

LL
EY

 
FI

R
E 

DE
PA

RT
M

EN
T

P
ir

em
en

's
 

B
re

ak
fa

st
s 

w
il

l 
b

e 
he

ld
May

 
13

 M
oth

ers
 D

ay
, a

nd
 O

ct
ob

er
 2

1.
Th

e 
fi

re
m

en
 

m
ee

t 
ev

er
y 

fi
rs

t 
Tu

es
da

y
o

f 
ea

ch
 

m
on

th
fo

r 
d

ri
ll

.
B

u
si

n
es

s
O

ffi
ce

 
54

4-
61

61
.

B
m

er
ge

nc
y 

P
ho

ne
-

54
5-

36
96

.
W

 h 
e n

yo
u 

r
e

jo
in

, 
p

le
as

e 
fi

l
l 

o
u

t 
an

d 
te

ar
 

o
ff

 
th

e 
sl

ip
 

be
lo

w
. 

M
ai

l
it

 
in

 
th

e 
at

ta
ch

ed
 

se
lf

-a
d

d
re

ss
ed

 
en

v
el

o
p

e.

19
84

 
m

em
be

rs
hi

p 
du

es
B

EN
N

ET
T 

VA
LL

EY
 

H
O

M
ED

W
N

ER
S 

A
S

S
O

C
IA

T
IO

N

N
ew

 
m

em
b

er
sh

ip
-

$ 5
 . 

0 0
 

  R
 e n

 e 
w

 a l
 -

あ
 る

 。
 0 0

N
am

e_

A
d

d
re

ss

M
ak

e 
ch

ec
k

s 
p

ay
ab

le
 

to
: 

B
en

ne
tt

 
V

al
le

y 
H

om
eo

w
ne

rs
 

(B
H

A
)



CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR BENNETT
VALLEY AREA — CONTINUED

BENNETT VALLEY GRANGE :
New officers will be installed in
January.

‘for 1984. A business meeting is held
every first Friday of the month be-
ginning at 8:15p.m. A potluck is “~~
held every third Fridayof the month,
beginning at 7p.m., followed by cards
or bingo or a guest speaker. .
The Grange has many activities
throughout the year, including
Spaghetti dinners. In June, the
liilth Annual Consecutive Picnic will
be held. In October they will host
the State Grange Convention at the
Tropicana. For information contact
Ann Burow, Secty. 528-8928

BENNETT VALLEY HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Meets every third Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Firehouse.
For information call Warren Watkins
545-5701. Dues $5.00/year.

SONG6MA MOUNTAIN GARDEN CLUB
Meets the last Tuesday of each month
at 1 p.m., usually in individual
homes. Interesting tours: during the
year include Sunset House and Filoli '
Gardens in Woodside. There is an
annual Christmas luncheon and fashion
Show. For information, call Maggie
Bartlett, president 546-5324 or dues
gan be sent to Ingrid Walker, treas.
6600 Warehill Lane, Santa Rosa (04)
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William Allen is the Master
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INPERVIEW WITH MR. DONALD P. HEAD,
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
BY MARILYN FRANC

“ROAD IMPROVEMENTS— BENNET? VALLEY
and SONOMA MOUNTAIN

In a recent conversation with
Donald P. Head, director of Public
Works Department, on January 3rd,
the following questions were asked
him and answered. To begin with,
Mr. Head was thanked for the fine
job done in widening and improving
the surface of Sonoma Mountain Road
and on down Pressley Road.

WILL THE ROAD BE STRAIGHTENED AT THE
BRUGGERMAN BRIDGE CROSSING MATANZAS
CREEK APPROACHING TOWN?
Yes. The Bruggerman Bridge is a
high priority due to the numerous
accidents there. The bridge will be
widened approximately ten feet. The
road approaching Santa Rosa will be
angeled to the right approximately
10* and the road entering the bridge
towards’ Bennett Valley will be wi-
dened 10' changing the angle of the
approach to the bridge. An archaeo-
logical find was discovered last year
on the property to become a part of
the road. The design and money are
there to make the improvements but
permission to build the road over
the archaeological site is still
pending. Hopefully, the widening
of the bridge will be done this year.
Also, plans for getting rid of the
dip at the bridge on Crane Canyon
Road just off Bennett Valley Road are’
well under way. Money has been set
aside for this to be done in '84.
Plans are to put ina large culvert
and raising the level of the road.

WILL THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
HAVE TO CLOSE THE SONOMA MOUNTAIN
POAD APPROACTM TMTMTMTMTM" REDWOOD GROVE
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WILL THE INTERSECTION AT SONOMA
MOUNTAIN ROAD AND PRESSLHY ROAD BE
IMPROVED THIS YEAR?
Plans have been approved but some—
thing is holding up the work. I
would suggest a meeting of the Home-
owners Board and perhaps the School
Dept. to settle this.
(At the January Homeowners meeting
Mr. Head will be meeting with the ~
Boardto discuss and hopefully come.
to a decision on whether Sonoma Mt.
Rd. or Pressley Rd. will get the
right of way or a stop sign. The.
improvements can be made this sum-
mer. The money is available.

WHEN WELL WORK BEGIN ON THE SLIDE
3 MILES UP SONOMA MOUNTAIN FROM
PRESSLEY AT THE OLD EARL SUTHERLAND
HOME, NOW OWNED BY THE BATES?
The heavy rains last winter didn't
permit the proper finishing of this
job. We would like to have finished
it up last year, but were only able
to complete half of the retaining
wall. The slide that occurred was
the result of the old retaining wall
giving way as we had thought it
might do. Completion of the re-
mainder of the new retaining wall
should begin after the repair of the
slide at the Redwood Grove. Work
will continue throughout the winter
here.

VACATION RESORTS 1903 —- BENNETT VALLEY AREA

an article by Marilyn Franc

From the 1880's through the
early 1900's Bennett Valley and So-
noma Mountainhomes and ranches hos-—
ted many a traveler looking for the

- peace and quiet the country offered
from San Francisco and surrounding
cities. Arecent trip to the Sonoma
County Historical Library found a’
very interesting publication by the
Northwestern Railwayon Vacation
Resorts along their routes in Marin,
Sonoma, Lake and Mendocino counties.

Individuals or parties interes-—
ted in a vacation resort would write
for reservations, all of whom follow
were addressed in Santa Rosa. The
homes listed were BENNETT VALLEY
address Mrs. G.W.Mayfield, BR#iivER'S
address D.B.Bremner, HANSON'S HEIGHTS
address Peter Hanson, WALDRUHE ad-—
dress C.H.W.Bruning, and WALNUT LANE
address Julien J. Scheibel. Most of
these vacation spots were advertised
as beins between 5 and 8 miles from
t he Lec met at *he ci ot.
C rir s ging, f si li -
g mi ‘, hiking, °
4 , Cimal tes wer
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T : place,
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A profile of the WALDRUHE RE
SORT here follows as a result of
visiting with ifr. and Mrs. Herbert
Bruning January 5th, 1984,

The Waldruhe (meaning "Forest.
Rest" in German) was owned ana manag
ged by the parents of Mr. Herbert
Bruning at 6565 Sonoma Mtn. Rad.
Herbert Bruning was born the youn—
gest of three children in 1910. The

main house of the resort still stands
and was built in two stages. The
front part of the house was built
in 1886 and included 5 bedrooms and
a parlor. The kitchen and dining
area were housed in a nearby build-—
ing. In 1910 an additionwas added
to the back of the house and in—
cluded a living room, pantry, a 24X
24 dining area, kitchen and bath.
In those days the dining room would
be cleared and used as a dance floor.
Mr. Bruning's sister played piano
and pe~ple came from all around for

Sf ie. the
| ee pie
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by the senior Mr. Bruning many years
ago after automobile travel became
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Once a month saw a visit to
santa Rosa for supplies by horse
drawn wagon. The resort had a gar-—

‘den, chickens, and dairy cows for
milk products. Several hogs were
butchered in a year and all tomato
products’ were home canned. Daily
meals cost 25 to-30 cents. The el—
der Mrs. Bruning did all the cooking
and reportedly cooked for the Kaiser
in Germany before coming to this
country. She came to this country
with the influx of Germans fleeing
the harsh military service in Ger-
many then. In later years, butter
and cream was sold to neighbors and
to the Vella Cheese Company in So-
noma.

Jack London visited the moun-—
tain often riding horseback across
the Bruning property. Mr. Bruning
knew well, Martin Eden, a subject of
one of London's books. Mr. Eden was
a@ Swedish man who worked around many
of the ranches from the Thompsons
down into the valley. When haying
time came neighbors gathered toget-—
her to help one another. Mr. Bruning
recalls helping at the Thompson ranch
and the old Sutherland place. Also,
of attending the Enterprise school.

The original WALDRUHE RESORT
consisted of approximately 200 acres
below Sonoma Mtn. Rd. now mostly sold
as Vineyard property. In 1917, the
elder ir. Bruning purchased 100 acres
across and uphill of Sonoma Mountain
timbered with oak, madrone and bay.
The purchase was made to preserve
the timber and land. Later it was
sold and developed into WALDRUHE
HEIGHTS by a Capt. Ober eyer of San
Franciscc¢ e pert was int’
into lots 5 H .e
with a cé n iG | T.
$285.00 x ea om n
ments of ed
ments, Cé e oc a
of taxes es yer
It was ac d |
LAND OF 4 : Ke) 7
bought ur m i t_ Fes
some acer u th
cabin or 2 n es le
proved lc $eey ey Balein $2.00 AREnTy installments. (For
these prices we're all AN yee~~ +-~
late —- sorr f

At the time ofthe development
approximately 22 cabins were built.
Today about 15 homes are in the
"HEIGHTS" and all but one or two of
the original cabins remain.

With the advent of the automo-
bile most people wanted to travel
farther from the city for vacations,
so the trend for travelers to visit

the routes along the railroad in time
soon vanished.

Today, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Bruning continue to reside on the
Bruning's WALDRUHE RESORT site.
They farm five acres of vineyards pro-
ducing Gewurztraminer, Chardonnay and
the Napa Gamay grape. Most of the
grapes are sold to fine wineries,
they make some of their own wine and
maintain a year round garden.

I would like to thank Mr. and
Mrs. Bruning for their warm hospi-
tality and the time they took to tell
this story. The history of the Re-
sort and Heights are truly of histo-
rical importance to this area.

Also, I would like to thank Mrs..
Wm. (Ruth )- Jacobs and Mr. Leonard
Talbot for their help in redisco-—
vering the locations and names of
the other homes listed here.

Marilyn Franc
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