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MEMO FROM THE BOARD

As has been the custom in recent
years, the January edition of the Benn-
ett Valley Voice newsletter is being
distributed to all area homes as part of
our membership effort. We ask you to
Join or re-join at this time'as your in-
put and support is needed. The Board
meets the third Wednesday of each month
at 7:30 in the firehouse and you are
welcome to attend,

At our last meeting, the Board sel-
ected its officers from the directors
elected by you in October. They are
listed on this page. we offer a spec-
jal thanks to out-going president Tam-
ara Boultbee for her diligent and eff-
icient work in our behalf this past
year.

Update: 7129 Bennett Valley Road
proposed 3-way lot split

This proposal to split a steep section
of property adjacent to Bennett Ridge
was formally dropped at the December 14
Supervisors meeting. Sevez#al valley
homeowners and directors were in atten-
dance and were told that the applicant
will need to "start over" if he decides
to re-apply with a new plan. As we opp-
osed the original plan for reasons prev-
lously reported, this action was favor-
ably received by the BVHA.

Update: 4630 Pressley Road
proposed rezoning

BVHA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Warren Watkins
Vice-President Dave Steiner
secretary Barbara Maberry
Treasurer Nancy Batson

Ted Chamberlain
Bill Jacobs
Sam Mitchell

Tamara Boultbee
Paul Mowbray

Other recent Board actions include
letters to the Federal Communications
Commission and County Planing Dep't.
regarding the proposed FMtransmission
tower on Pressley Road. We are con-
cerned with the visability aspects
and adverse magnetic field side effects
possible with the tower.

Also, our letter. the the city of
Santa Rosa Public Works Director re-
garding the voor condition of Bennett
Valley Road between Bethards and Yul-
upa has led(we assume) to the recent
improvments there. We would like to
thana Public Worxss for their assistance
and also the county road crew for the
extensive repaving further out the
valley. .

Again, please take a moment to
re-join the BVHA. We need you.
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SONCMA MOUNTAIN RCAD REFAIRED

Residents and frequent travelers of
upper Sonoma Mountain Road were glad to
hear of its reopening over the New Year's
weekend. What was to have been a twoe
week closure began in early November to
repair a sogey, slumping 195—foot sece
tion of roadbed just below the old Erle
Sutherland place, where steep sideslopes
and poor drainage had over the vears
narrowed the aging thoroughfare to little
more than a goatpath, poised precariously
above a sheer, 20-foot cliff.

It had become obvious after the
torrential rains of last January that a
bandeaid repair was not going to do the
jor this time. County Fublic Works had
little choice (if the road was to remain
passable) but to gird up its financial
loins in preparation for a real battle
with the mountain. Hindsi-ht is cheap,
of course, but it's safe to say that a worse
November could not have been picked in
twenty years to begin a major cut-and-fill
road repair. No one was prepared for this
season's heavy fall rains, and original
closure estimate quickly quadrupled,

To further complicate the project, work
had only been underway for a few days when,
according to County foreman Bud Fiori, the
original plan for a wider roadbed of rela-
tively low cost ran about five feet afoul
of what the downhill property owner claimed
to be the County's right of way. Work
stopped long enough to verify that clain,
and to determine that the property owner
was furthermore unwilling to sign a waiver

allowing the work to continue beyénd the
right of way. The rain, however, continue‘
to fall, working conditions to worsen, and
nearby disposal sites for the tons of sodden
cut material to become inaccessible,

Faced with the necessity of working
within the existing right of way, the
powers that ve called in a pile driver,
That noisy beast pounded thirteen ten-inch
steel I-beams , thirty feet into the
mountain (all muck, no bedrock, says Fiori)
to f he structure for a

above, to form the road base. Some settling
is expected as the fill dries, and final
surfacing has been postroned for that reason
until after the rainy season,

Uphill property owner Michael Bates
expresses lingering concerns over surface
drainage and foreman Fiori talks about
tentative plans for an extension of the
retaining wall next vear, both suggesting
the possibility of additional work on the
site. We hope that future projects will
be carried out during the dry season and
after the necessary paperwork,

Though a better=planned project
would have been cheaper and taken less
time, we do appreciate + e priority given
us by Public Works. The worst of the
problem has been taken c2re of, and not
with a band-aid. We especially appre-
ciate the crews, who worked long hours under
the nastiest of conditions to give us a
quality job.

David Steiner

_ This newsletter is compiled and
distributed to members quarterly--
the next issue arriving in April 1983.

We welcome your opinions and
thoughts for future articles. Let us
hear from you.
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pa
cte

d 
shale

 
and 

gr
av

el

ab
ov

e, 
to 

form
 

the
 

roa
d 

ba
se.

So
m

e 
s e

t t
l i

n
g

is 
ex

pe
ct

ed
 

as 
the

 
fi

l l
 

dr
ie

s,
 

and
 

fin
al

su
rfa

cin
g 

has
 

been
 

po
st

io
ne

d 
fo

r 
th

at
 

re
as

on
un

ti
l 

af
te

r 
th

e 
ra

in
y 

se
as

on
.

U
ph

ill
 

pr
op

er
ty

 
ow

ner
 

M
ic

ha
el

 
Ba

te
s

ex
pr

es
se

s 
lin

ge
rin

g 
co

nc
er

ns
 

over 
su

rf
ac

e
dr

ai
na

ge
 

an
d 

fo
re

m
an

 
Pi

or
i

ta
lk

s 
ab

ou
t

te
nt

at
iv

e 
pl

an
s 

fo
r 

an 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

of
 

the
retainin

g 
w

all
 

ne
xt

 
ye

ar,
 

bo
th

 
su

gg
es

ti
ng

th
e 

p
o

ss
ib

il
it

y 
of

 
ad

d
it

io
n

al
 

w
or

k 
on 

th
e

8 t
 t e

 .
He

 
hope

th
at

 
fu

tu
re

pr
oj

ec
ts

 
w

il
l

be
 

ca
rr

ie
d 

out 
du

ri
ng

 
th

e 
dry

 
se

as
on

 
an

d
a f

t e
r 

th
e 

ne
ces

sar
y 

pa
pe

rw
or

k.
Th

ou
gh

 
a

be
tt

er
-p

la
nn

ed
 

pr
oj

ec
t

wo
uld

 
hav

e 
been

 
ch

ea
pe

r 
an

d 
ta

ke
n 

les
s

tim
e,

 
ve

 do
 

ap
pr

ec
ia

te
 t

e 
pr

io
ri

ty
 g

iv
en

us 
by 

Pu
blic

 
W

ork
s.

The 
w

or
st

 
of 

th
e

pr
ob

lem
 

has 
been

 
taken

 
ca

re
 o

f, 
an

d not
with

 
a 

ba
nd

-ai
d.

We
 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 

ap
pr

e-
ci

at
e 

th
e 

cr
ew

s,
 

who
 

wo
rke

d 
lo

ng
 

ho
ur

s 
under

th
e 

n
as

ti
es

t 
of

q u
 a l

 i t
 y 

  J
 o b

 .
co

nd
iti

on
s 

to 
zi

ve
 

us 
a

D
av

id
 

S
te

in
e

r

T
hi

s 
n

ew
sl

et
te

r 
is

 
co

m
pi

le
d 

an
d

d
is

tr
ib

u
te

d 
to

 
m

em
b

er
s

q
u

a
rt

e
rl

y
--

t h
e 

ne
x t

 
i s

su
e 

a r
r i

v
i n

g 
i n

 
A

pr
i l 

19
83

.

We 
w

el
co

m
e 

yo
ur

 
o

p
in

io
n

s 
an

d
th

ou
gh

ts
 

fo
r 

fu
tu

re
 

ar
ti

cl
es

.
L

e t
 

u
s

he
ar

 
fr

om
 

yo
u.


