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Update: Proposed Fire Protection Boundary
Change P r e s i d e n t

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t
The hearing scheduled for July 27 was postponed
until August 24 due to an il lness of Supervisor
Adams. The August 24 hearing was postponed
u n t i l August 31 because there were only 3 mem-
bers of the Board of Supervisors present and a
quorum vote could not be reached. On Augus t 3 1 ,
t h e f u l l B o a r d was p r e s e n t a n d v o t e d 4 -1 a g a i n s t
the change in fi r e protection d i s t r i c t boun
daries. (Supervisors Adams, Carpenter, Esposti
and Rudee voted against the change; Supervisor
Putnam voted for the change.) Hence the b o u n
daries wil l continue as they were before the
proposal. We thank each of you for responding
so well to t h i s matter!!

Secretary/Treasurer

Tamara Boul tbee
Nancy Batson
Barbara Maberry

Ted Chamberlain
Bi l l Jacobs Paul Mowbray
Sam M i t c h e l l W a r r e n   W a t k i n s

. . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . •
I f you would l i k e more information on subsequent
developments in t h i s m a t t e r, please contac t a
board member and/or come to the hearing on Dec.
14 at 2:15 pom. in the Board of Supervisor's
Chambers a t the County Administration Center.
We want your input and the Supervisors do too.

Our annual meeting for the election of 4 board
members is scheduled for our October 20, 1982

Update: 7129 Bennett Valley Road meeting a t 7: 30 p.m. a t the B.V. Fire Station.
Proposed l o t s p l i t Be sure and be t h e r e t o he lp e l ec t members t o

represen t you. (There a r e 9 members on the
An appeal was fi l e d by Mr. Neal(applicant) of Homeowner s B o a r d . They are normally elected on
the Planning Commission's decision to uphold the a rotating basis; 3 members elected per year to
Bennett Valley Homeowners Assoc.'s appeal of the serve a 3 year term. An additional vacancy
Project Review and Advisory Committee's decision. occurs t h i s year due to the passing of board
(PRAC granted the 3-way lot s p l i t with many member Max Moberly.) Nominations and voting
conditions) A hearing before the Board o f will take place at this year's meeting to fi l l
supervisors was set for August 24 , b u t was con- three regular 3 year terms and to fi l l the
t i n u e d t o S e p t e m b e r 14 a t t h e a p p l i c a n t s remaining 2 years on Max's unexpired term.
request. At the hearing on September 14, the Come and take an ac t ive pa r t . Hope t o see a
i tem was continued for 3 months with a new large turnout!
hearing set for December 14, 1982. Supervisor
Adams requested the continuance so t h a t the
applicant and his surveyor could try to prepare
plans for a 2-way lot spl i t without the access
road cutting across the face of the steep hi l l - IN MEMORIAN
side. (If you recall, the BHA Board opposed

the 3-way l o t sp l i t because the problems of Max Moberly
slope stability, e tc . , of the proposed roadway
across the h i l l s ide had not been suffic ien t ly
addressed, the necessary supportive studies had

Member and P a s t P r e s i d e n t
B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s

not been provided, and the problem of the erron-
eous zoning had not been resolved.)



BENNETT RIDGE & WOODSIDE

Tucked a g a i n s t t h e r o l l i n g h i l l sand wooded s l o p e s o f ou r v a l l e y a r e two
s i m i l a r b u t d i f f e r e n t m i c r o - c o m m u n i t -

a g o i n t h e r e a l e s t a t e boom y e a r s o f
the early 1960's. By looking over the
o r i g i n a l s a l e s b r o c h u r e s f o r b o t h p r o -
j e c t s and by t a l k i n g t o f o r m e r and
c u r r e n t o w n e r s a n d r e s i d e n t s , a f e w
h i s t o r i c a l a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y d e t a i l s
were r e v e a l e d .

Bennet t Ridge and Bennett v a l l e y
t o o k t h e i r name from a f a m i l y who s e n t

to yet a state aroma entered the
The Ridge was surveyed in 1865

a n d c o r n e r s a n d b o u n d a r i e s w e r e d e s i g -
nated by stonework, some o f which re-m a i n s t h e r e t o d a y . In the ear ly days,
names l ike Henry Young, Parker Talbot ,
& W i l l i a m M a t h e r w e r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h
t h e r i d g e . Oak fi r e w o o d , g r a p e s , and
o l i v e s were h a r v e s t e d t h e r e . C o b b l e -
s t o n e s f o r b o t h S a n t a R o s a & S a n F r a n -
c i s c o were q u a r r i e d a l s o .

The demand f o r c o b b l e s t o n e s t a p -
ered in the 1900's and P roh ib i t i on and
d i s e a s e e n d e d g r a p e - g r o w i n g on t h e r i a -

Tom & Kathryn Plant bought the
property i n 1939, a n d the l a n d was in-
t e r r m i t t e n t l y used to r a i s e c h i c k e n s ,
pigs, & cows. Addit ionally, orchards
and g a r d e n s were grown a c c o r d i n g t o
Mrs. P l a n t . When f e w economic bene-
fi t s w e r e r e a l i z e d , the r i d g e p r o p e r -
ty was s o l d t o w a l t e r Benson i n 1963.
Benson & t h e r i d g e s u r v i v e d t h e b i g
fi r e of 1964 a s roads and wate r w e l l s
f o r t h e f u t u r e homes i t e s were comple t -
ed on p a r t o f t h e 327 a c r e s . The g o a l
of t h e p r o j e c t was to c r e a t e a "min-
imum intrusion i n t o the environment"
s a y s Benson . To t h i s e n d t h e y have
b e e n s u c c e s s f u l .

Or ig inal parce l s i z e s ranged from
1 - 6 a c r e s , some s e l l i n g f o r as l i t t l e
as $7,500. The fi r s t house in the sub-
d iv i s ion was b u i l t for Mrs. Dicker, a
w e l l known a r t i s t . E a c h b u y e r w a s
r e q u i r e d to provide h i s own s e p t i c s y s -
tem a n d p r o p a n e g a s . A s s e s s m e n t s and
r e s t r i c t i o n g f o r w a t e r u s e f r o m t h e
m u t u a l w e l l s were e s t a b l i s h e d . An
a r c h i t e c t u r a l r e v i e w b o a r d was formed
to s e t and e n f o r c e r u l e s on f e n c i n g ,
out-buildings, animals, and colors.

Today, t h e r e a r e 104 homes on Ben-
n e t t R i d g e . Although w a l t e r Benson was
s u c c e s s f u l i n r e a c h i n g h i s g o a l s and
keeping h i s promises t o buyers, h e de-
c i d e d t o s e l l the r e m a i n i n g p roper ty t o
L e e M o r t o n who h a s p r o c e e d e d t o c o m -
p l e t e t h e p r o j e c t .

The s u c c e s s s t o r y a t Woods ide i s
n o t so complete. Even though today 's
r e s i d e n t s e n j o y a c l o s e and f r i e n d l y
neighborhood surrounded by v ineyards &
hor se r a n c h e s , ear ly promises by devel-
oper Harvey Smith for an Oakmont s ty le
community including a clubhouse w i t h
swimming p o o l , r i d i n g t r a i l s and stable,
a n d even a shopp ing c e n t e r , w e r e never
r e a l i z e d . The 1961 p r o j e c t brochureadvertised "100 acres of br id le trails",
bu t p l a n s were d e r a i l e d when Smith had
fi n a n c i a l d i f fi c u l t i e s . Apparen t ly, the
c o s t of b r ing ing a na tu ra l gas p i p e l i n e
up t h e v a l l e y f r o m S a n t a Rosa was t o o
c o s t l y and o t h e r p r o m i s e d a m e n i t i e s
were n o t c o m p l e t e d . S e v e r a l h u n d r e d
a c r e s o f o p e n s p a c e s u r r o u n d i n g Wo o d s i d e
h a v e l o n g s i n c e b e e n s o l d o f f .

L o n g - t i m e v a l l e y r e s i d e n t s r e m e m -
ber the Woodside property being a sheep
r a n c h o p e r a t e d by the French c o u p l e
J o h n a n d M a r i e C a m b o u f o r a n u m b e r o f
y e a r s . T h e i r farmhouse bu rned on the

now o c c u p i e d by t h e Woodside S c h -
ool, a center f o r pre-school chi ldren.

When Harvey S m i t h a c q u i r e d t h e
p r o p e r t y, he planned a t o t a l of 142

The s a l e s p a m p h l e t a d v e r t i s e d
n i c e h o m e s by A v i l a f o r $ 2 7 , 5 0 0 t o
$ 3 7 , 5 0 0 i n c l u d i n g a m o d e r a t e s i z e d l o t !
What a b a r g a i n c o n s i d e r i n g t h e r i s e i n
p r i c e s s ince 1961. Included with the
l o t were paved s t r e e t s w i t h n a t u r a l g a s
11ght ing . Similar t o Bennett Ridge, a
m u t u a l w a t e r s y s t e m w i t h two w e l l s was
provided and p r o p e r t y owners were ass-
e g s e d f o r i t s u s e . A l t h o u g h i n d i v i d u a l
p r i v a t e s e p t i c s y s t e m s o n l o t s a s s m a l l
a s w e r e b e i n g o f f e r r e d w o u l d n o t m e e t
t o d a y ' s t o u g h e r c o u n t y s t a n d a r d s , m a j o r
p r o b l e m s h a v e a p p a r t e n t l y b e e n m i n i m a l .

Or ig ina l ly, Woodside had building
r e s t r i c t i o n s a n d a h o m e o w n e r g a s s o c i a -
t i o n . Homes w e r e l i m i t e d t o t w o s t o r i e s
T h e r e were t o be no f a r m a n i m a l s k e p t
e x c e p t a t t h e p r o p o s e d s t a b l e s . No RV's
were t o be v i s i b l e , a n d no t r a d e occup-
a t i o n s w e r e t o be c o n d u c t e d o n t h e p r e m -

As has happened a t Bennett Ridge,
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Bennett Ridge & Woodside con'd.
t h e r u l e s a n d r e s t r i c t i o n s h a v e 1 0 0 g -
e n e d o v e r t h e y e a r s .

F u t u r e m i c r o - c o m m u n i t i e s o n t h e
s c a l e o f B e n n e t t R idge and Woods ide may
o r may not be r e p e a t e d i n t h e v a l l e y .
Ris ing c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t s and i n t e r e s t
r a t e s , t h e Sonoma County G e n e r a l Plan,
t h e c o n t i n u e d e m p h a s i s on a g r i c u l t u r e
and sma l l r a n c h e s , t h e c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y
of roadways and w a t e r s o u r c e s , a n d t h e
g o l f c o u r s e b u f f e r between our v a l l e y
and t h e c i t y may a l l be l i m i t i n g f a c t o r s
f o r some t i m e . w a r r e n W a t k i n s

• . 0 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . •

RENNETT VALLEY
CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

CCTORER 24 Vo l u n t e e r F i r e m e n ' s B r e a k f a s t
7 a.m.-Noon Adults $3.00
Children (6-12) $1.50

ACTORER 30 • • • R.V. Grange Spaghet t i Dinner
6:30 p.m. -9:00 p.m.

December 1 - 7 . • R a i n b o w   4 _ #   C h r i s t m a s   W r e a t h

STATE FA I R - S a c r a m e n t o : Rich P e r -
sons -F i r s t , High livestock judging team:

F i r s t , 1 S e c o n d i n v a r i o u s b r e e d e r
swine pro jec t s . Mary Moorehead-Horse-
shows-First Western P l e a s u r e Shows,
F i r s t in Showmanship, Secona , Western
P l e a s u r e a n d S e c o n d J u d g i n g D a y, S e n i o r
D iv i s ion ; Benj ie Pr ivi t t -Reserve Champ.-
i o n F a i r Horseshow P l e a s u r e , 2 s e c o n a s .

CLOVER 4 - H C L U B - - S o n o m a C o u n t y F a i r :

1 First for Chris Caine i n Showmanship;
1 F i r s t f o r To d a C a i n e i n E l e c t r i c a l
Exhibit; Maeva Pennucci 1 First , Hunter
Hack.

S t a t e F a i r : L a u r a R i c c e t t i - R e s e r v e
Supreme Champion-Swine; Quentin West-
c o t t - B e s t o p p o s i t e Rex & 6 F i r s t s -Rab-
b i t s ; W e s l e y C o l g a n - C h a m p i o n m e a t p e n -
Rabbits; C h r i s C o l g a n - B e s t e g r s - P o u l -
try; Holly Crawford-First in Poultry.
Ray Tw e n t e a n d D e s t r a H u r l e y were F i r s
p l a c e w i n n e r s a t o t h e r f a i r s .

RAINBOW VALLEY 4-H--Sonoma Coun-
t y F a i r : Susie Anderson-Ceramics,

Chery l B e r s o n -
S a l e s a t S a f e w a y

December 4 . . . The Kids Shop (K-6 grades)
B.V. Parents Club
Yulupa School

4-H GROUPS AT THE FAIRS

B e n n e t t Va l l e y ' s t h r e e 4-H g r o u p s
a r e j u s t l y p roud o f t h e i r members f o r
doing so w e l l a t a r ea f a i r s . Due to
space l i m i t a t i o n s , we wi l l touch on t he
Sonoma County F a i r a s w e l l a s t h e
S t a t e F a i r .

BENNETT VALLEY 4-H--Sonoma County
F a i r : Mary B u r son -Rese rve Grand Cham-
pion 4-H Market Hog, J r. Champion & Re-
serve J r . Champion Dairy Goat, PremierBreeder Nubian Dairy Goats; Sean Burson-
Champion A.0 .B. Swine; Mark D o l a n - R e -
s e r v e C h a m p i o n S w i n e , O u t s t a n d i n g Y o r k -
s h i r e E x h i b i t o r , 2 fi r s t s in Swine;
Rich P e r s o n s - F i r s t in Swine Showmanship;

Evans-1 F i r s t , 1 Second i n Elec-t r i c i t y , I First i n Gourmet Cooking;
C h r i s Remy- Second in group, Showman-
s h i p P i g s ; Casey Morton-2 F i r s t s in
Gourmet Cooking; Dorothy Imhof-First in
Sheep Showmanship; L inda Parker-1 Sec-
ond, Sewing O u t fi t ; Christine Wachow-
iak-1 Second, Wool O u t fi t . Others who
placed were Sara Dolan, Rich Persons,
John E v a n s , S teven Evans, Chris Remy,
and J u s t i n Risley-Swine. In Sheep-
S tephan ie Gibson.

3 F i r s t s , 2 Seconds;
Clothing, 1 F i r s t ; Mel issa Breeden-
Ceramics, 1 F i r s t ; Gary Day-Rocketry,
1 First: Shari Day-Cake Decorating,
S h e e p ;
F i rs ts ; Michele DuY ore-Ceramies, 1
First; Nicole Dufore-Ceramics, 1 Fir-
s t , Clothing, I F i r s t , Cake Decorat-
ing, 1 F i r s t ; Laura Drisko-Ceramics,
3 F i r s t s , Cooking , 1 F i r s t , Expert
Showman; Ly n n e t t Horgan-Clothing, 3
Firsts, Cooking, 1 Second, Expert
Showman, Sheep; Dave Jensen-Ceramics,
2 F i r s t s ; S t e v e Kemmerer-4 F i r s t s ,
3 Seconds; Leighann Lindsay-Ceramics,
1 F i r s t , 1 Second, C l o t h i n g , 2 F i r s t s ;
LeAnn Ly t l e - C l o t h i n g , 1 F i r s t , 1 Sec-
o n d ;   J u l i e   S h a r p - C e r a n i c s ,   1   F i r s t ,
Cake Decorating, 2 S e c o n d s ; Lynne
Stark-Aerospace, 1 F i r s t , 1 Second;

Torliatt-Ceramics, 3 F i r s t s ;
J u l i e   T h o m p s o n - C a k e   D e c o r a t i n g ›   2

Firs 1 PSt, 13 Rob Thompson-Ceran-
F i r s t , 1 Second.

Congra tu la t ions to each 4-H par-
t i c i p a n t .

- - N O T I C E - -

BENNETT VALLEY HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

Annual ELECTION Meeting
October 20, 1982 7:30 P.M.

Bennet t Valley F i r e S t a t i o n
6161 B e n n e t t Va l l ey Road


