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2:15 P.M. so that Supervisor Adams could col-
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MEMO FROM THE BOARD
Well, here we a re , well i n t o summer--

even i f summer weather hasn't arrived yet.
We'd l i k e t o b r i n g you up t o d a t e on

items we've brought to your attention.
1. 7129 Bennett Valley Road. This

l o t s p l i t was a p p r o v e d by t h e P.R .A .C .
members w i t h numerous c o n d i t i o n s . However
t h e P o a r d f e l t t h a t h e c a u s e t h e p r o b l e m s
of slope s t ab i l i t y, etc. of the proposed
roadway had not been s u f fi c i e n t l y addressed,
the necessary supportive s tudies had not.
been p r o v i d e d and t h e problem o f t h e e r r o -
neous zoning had not been resolved, the
approval should be appealed to the Plann ing
Commission. An appea l was fi l e d and the
hearing before the Planning Commission held
o n   J u n e   1 7 ,   1 9 8 2 . T h e i r d e c i s i o n was t o
uphold t h e appea l - and deny t h e s u b d i v i s i o n
w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e . (Without prejudice means
t h e a p p l i c a n t c a n s u b m i t a n e w p l a n w i t h i n
a y e a r ' s time.)
We have j u s t received notice that Mr. Neal,
the appl icant , has fi l e d an appeal of the
P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n ' s d e c i s i o n . Th i s w i l l
go before the Foard of Superv i so rs ; however,
no d a t e h a s h een s e t •

2. The proposed change i n F i r e P r o t e c -
t i o n Boundar ies . The Board o f S u p e r v i s o r s
held a public hearing on June 29, 1982, on
t h e LAFCO a p p r o v a l o f t h e t r a n s f e r o f p o r -
t ions of Pressley Road and 3 parce ls on Peta-
luma H i l l Road from the Bennett Valley to the
Penngrove F i re Protect ion D i s t r i c t .
Th i s h e a r i n g was c o n t i n u e d t o JULY

l e c t more i n fo rma t ion from a l l Benne t t Va l l e y
F i r e P r o t e c t i o n D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s . LAFCO
spokesman, Jim Moore, informed the Board of
S u p e r v i s o r s t h a t a p r o t e s t p e t i t i o n n e e d e d t o
h e submitted and that a t l e a s t 25% of the area
a f f e c t e d by t h e change needed t o r e g i s t e r a
p r o t e s t . Apparen t ly noone was a w a r e o f t h i s
requirement before the hear ing. T h e r e f o r e ,
i t is our understanding, Supervisor Adams
p l a n s t o s end o u t a s u r v e y t o BVFPD r e s i d e n t s
t o g e t t h e i r f e e l i n g s on w h e t h e r t h i s c h a n g e
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i s w a r r a n t e d . I t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o the
w e l f a r e o f t h e R e n n e t t Va l l e y F i r e P r o t e c t i o n
D i s t r i c t t h a t you respond!

You may recall from our April newsletter,
that your board of d i r e c t o r s took a stand in
opposition t o the t r a n s f e r. Essentially, our
r e a s o n s a r e t h a t t h e change does not improve
t h e fi r e p r o t e c t i o n t o t h e a r e a p roposed f o r
d e t a c h m e n t d u e t o t h e s i m i l a r r e s p o n s e t i m e s
between Pennp rove ' s c l o s e s t s u b - s t a t i o n and
Fennett Va l l ey ' s main s t a t i o n plus the fac t
t h a t t h e r e is a l r e a d y a mutua l a i d p a c t h e -
tween t h e two d i s t r i c t s . However, the l o s s

o f r e v e n u e i s s i g n i fi c a n t a s f a r a s t h e B e n n e t t
Valley FPD i s concerned and it would be detrimenta
to the continuation of good fi r e protection as i s
now afforded Bennett Valley r e s iden t s .

WE URGE ALL MEMBERS, even i f you've already
called or written, TO RESPOND TO SUPERVISOR ADAMS!
SURVEY! Don't forget!

. . . . . . . . . . .

DAIRIES IN BENNETT VALLEY?

I n p r e v i o u s n e w s l e t t e r a r t i c l e s
we have w r i t t e n about e a r l y agricul-
t u r a l p u r s u i t s in the Benne t t Va l l ey
a r e a . There were the v a s t a c r e a g e s
of vineyards around the turn of the
century which were destroyed by dig-
ease and subsequently removed. Only
recently have grapes made a s i g n i fi .
c a n t comeback h e r e u s i n g p e s t - r e s i s -
t an t v a r i e t i e s . Even more r e c e n t l y,
as has been r e p o r t e d , w i n e r i e s have
been e s t a b l i s h e d . But the question
of wha t h a p p e n e d a g r i c u l t u r a l l y here
b e t w e e n t h e two wine grape booms h a s



dairies, con'a. 2
n o t been a d d r e s s e d .

Well, a l i t t l e t a l k and r e s e a r c h
has r e v e a l e d t h a t many f a r m and r a n c h
e f f o r t s had t h e i r d a y i n and around
the v a l l e y . I n the ear ly 1900'g there
wag some t i m b e r i n g . A l s o , a p p l e , pear,
and w a l n u t o r c h a r d s were p l a n t e d dur-
1ng these years , and s u b s t a n t i a l num-
b e r g o f t u r k e y s and s h e e p were r a i s e d .
M o s t o f t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s a r e n o w m i n -

1mal o r non-existent. Additionally,
o u r d a i r i e s a r e g o n e .

I t w a s s o m e w h a t s u r p r i s i n g t o
me t o d i s c o v e r t h a t t h e d a i r y indus-
t r y, which thrived i n the 1930-1960
y e a r s , was p r o b a b l y t h e most d o m i n a n t
s i n g l e p u r p o s e b u s i n e s s e v e r t o l o c a t e
here! In f a c t , a t one time there were
i n e x c e s s o f 13 g r a d e A d a i r i e s ( p r o c -
egsed in to milk) and 9 g r a d e B d a i r i e s
(processed into cheese,ete) i n t he area
s t r e t c h i n g from t h e c i t y of San ta Rosa
t o E n t e r p r i s e R o a d a n d b e t w e e n B e n n e t t
Peak and P r e s s l e y Road. T h e r e w a s t h e
S a r t o r i d a i r y n e a r t he B e n n e t t Va l l ey
marke t , the Dedekam d a i r y a t the g o l f
course , the Mitchel l brothers dairy a t
Matanzas Creek dam, and the Gambonini,
C a r i t h e r s d a i r y where t h e l a n d m a r k
w h i t e C a r i t h e r s home s t a n d s t o d a y .
t he v a l l e y , the LaFranconi d a i r y

sights here , originally taking the milk
in the f a m i l i a r 1 0 ga l lon galvanized
cans and l a t e r h a u l i n g i t o f f in s t a i n -
l e s g s t e e l t a n k e r trucks. Of a l l the
d a i r i e s i n operat ion, only t h e Walker
d a i r y c h o s e to p rocess i t s milk and
d e l i v e r i t l o c a l l y t o s t o r e s and homes.
Remember t h e r e fi l l a b l e g l a s s milk
b o t t l e s a t your d o o r s t e p ?

The c l o s u r e o f t h e M i t c h e l l b r o -
t h e r s a n d J a c o b s d a i r i e s i n t h e e a r l y
1 9 6 0 ' g e n d e d t h e i n d u s t r y h e r e . L a r -
g e r , m o r e m o d e r n d a i r i e s w e r e i n o p e r -
a t i o n in t h e San Joaquin Va l l e y. Land
a n d f e e d c o s t s h a d i n c r e a s e d when t h e
region became popular f o r homesites,
n o r s e s , g r a p e s , a n d g o l fi n g . L a b o r
c o s t s b e c a m e p r o h i b i t i v e w h e n a u t o m a t i c
m i l k e r s and new b a r n d e s i g n s came i n t o
u s e . Poor h e a l t h of some long- t ime
dairymen fo rced them t o shut down,
a n d l a r g e r a n c h e s w e r e d i v i d e d i n t o
s m a l l e r o n e s . Some o f t h e c a t t l e herds
we see today i n Benne t t Va l l e y a r e
r e m i n d e r s o f t h e o n c e d o m i n a n t i n d u s -

The da l ry h e r d s included Jersey,
G u e r n s e y , a n d H o l s t e i n . E a c h d a i r y -
man h a d h i s f a v o r i t e b r e e d . Some s a i d
t h e H o l s t e i n gave t h e most milk bu t
w i t h lower m i l k f a t . Others l i k e d the

Matanzas Creek Winery and v ineyard , the
Wa l k e r d a i r y was a c r o s s from t h e Wood-
side development, and t h e Jacobs and
B u r n g i d e d a i r i e s w e r e i n t h e c e n t e r o f
the va l ley behind Walker 's . F u r t h e r
s o u t h was t h e R a f f o b r o t h e r s d a i r y on
E n t e r p r i s e r o a d . The remaining grade
A d a i r i e s inc luded the Orr d a i r y a long
P r e s s l e y Road, t h e Guenza b r o t h e r s
o p e r a t i o n a t t h e e n d o f G u e n z a R o a d

(of course!), the Rucker d a i r y nearby,
and t h e Mol l e r d a i r y on Crane Canyon
Road. T h i s c o m p l e t e s t h e l o o p a r o u n d
t h e v a l l e y . The numerous g r a d e B
d a i r y o p e r a t i o n s sold t h e i r product
f o r c h e e s e mak ing o r u s e d i t i n a n i m a l

These d a i r i e s were l a r g e l y loc-
along Grange Road or o f f Bennett

Val ley Road.
You might a s k "Why did a l l these

d a i r i e s locate in Bennett Va l ley?"
"What happened to all t h e dairies?".
F i r s t , I am told, t h e region was chosen
b e c a u s e o f i t s g o o d c l i m a t e , p l e n t i f u l
w a t e r a b u n d a n t f e e d , w e l l - d r a i n e d 9 0 1 l
and proximity to markets i n S a n t a Rosa,
M a r i n , a n d San F r a n c i s c o . M i l k t r u c k s
f r o m P e t a l u m a C o - o p ( C l o v e r ) , G o l d e n
s t a t e l a t e r F o r e m o s t ) , S t o r n e t t a , M a r i n
D e l l , B o r d e n s , a n d S a f e w a y w e r e r e g u l a r

Jersey because o f i t s h igh f a t content,
bu t i t y i e l d e d fewer g a l l o n s . The
Guernsey, I was told, was a compromise
bu t had p o t e n t i a l b r e e d i n g problems.

Other remnants of the d a i r y e r a
a r e s t i l l v i s i b l e . Some of t h e l a k e s
and bonds we s e e a l o n g t h e r o a d s today
were c r e a t e d t o s e r v i c e t h e m a s s i v e
needs f o r water b y d a i r i e s .
t u r e s t h a t a r e v i s i b l e i n c l u d e t h e
M a t a n z a s Creek Winery w h i c h was a
f o r m e r mi lk b a r n . O t h e r mi lk b a r n s
h a v e b e c o m e n i c e h o m e s a g e v i d e n c e d a t
t h e old Rucker dairy, now a veal oper-
a t i o n . The m i l k barn on the Jacobs
r a n c h r e m a i n s u n t o u c h e d s i n c e t h e l a s t
cow walked out i n the ear ly 1960'g.
Barns on t h e C a r i t h e r s , M i t c h e l l , and
Guenza p r o p e r t i e s a r e s t i l l ' s t a n d i n g •
Look f o r t h e s e r eminde r s of d a i r y prom-
Inance on your way through the va l ley.

• N a r F € n . N a t 4 1 n a

I n c l o s i n g - - o u r annual e l e c t i o n
m e e t i n g w i l l be coming up i n O c t o b e r -
you might want to c i r c l e the 3rd Wed-
nesday now. We wi l l be reminding you
a g a i n b e f o r e t h e m e e t i n g .

Have a s a f e & happy summer!
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