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MEMO FROM THE BOARD BOARD OF DIRECTORS
a 1980-81Hope your summer has been a good one so

far? President Tamara BoultbeeIn the interest of learning more about Vice-President Nancy Batson
our area and getting to know one another bet- Secretary/Treasurer Barbara Maberry
ter, we are delighted to invite you to a wine
tasting at Matanzas Creek Winery from 2-4 PM Ted Chamberlain Max Moberly
on Sunday, August 30, 1981. Matanzas Creek Bill Jacobs Paul Mowbray
Winery calls this their Barrel and Rottle Sam Mitchell Warren Watkins
Tasting.

The bottle part of the tasting will be
a 1979 Sonoma-Napa Chardonnay which is due to
be released in September. According to
Matanzas Creek Winery, this wine is a blend
of grapes grown in 4 regions - Sebastopol,
the Sonoma Mountains, the Sonoma Valley and
the eastern foothills of the Mayacamas Moun-
tains. The unique character of each vineyard
adds to the wine's complexity. A slow,
lengthy fermentation (60% of the wine in oak,
40% of the wine in stainless steel) has
resulted in a wine in which "crisp acid bal-
ances luscious, spicy fruit" with just a hint
of oak. In addition to the Chardonnay, we
will be tasting Matanzas Creek Winery's
champagne which is available only at the
winery.

The barrel part of the tasting involves
tasting several wines drawn directly from the
barrel in various stages of aging. Bread and
cheese will be served along with the wines.
There will be a $2.50 charge to cover the
cost of the wines which will be payable at
the door.

In addition, we will be able to tour the
facilities as well as meet the owers, the
MacIvers, and the others who work s
wit ou; woktontn
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SEASONAL SAFETY (Con't.) ~de
A major cause for concern for all of

us in the valley is automobile speed. There
are many more activities taking place during
these months as residents seek the outdoors
for recreation. Children are no longer in
school and may be seen on or near roadways
riding bicycles, horses, motorbikes,and
automobiles. Often their presence is ob-
scured by roadside vegetation, bends in the
road, or other vehicles. We can minimize
the chance of an accident if we will slow
down a little and be especially aware of
hazards.

Fire is another safety problem which
is compounded this time of year. The open,
scenic, low density of Bennett Valley which
we all enjoy also means possible fire dane
ger. The rolling grassy hillsides and oak
trees burn easily and quickly, especially on
windy days. Each of us needs to be partic-
ularly cautious with bar-b-ques, chain saws,
motorbikes, mowers, matches and other such
fire hazards in these dry times. Check with
the valley fire house if you have any
questions or are aware of fires or possible
fire situations.

An additional safety concern where
Bennett Valley homeowners are vulnerable is
criminal activity. Many of us live on large
parcels of land with distant neighbors and
wouldn't have it any other way. Also, this
is the season when families take extended
vacations. For these reasons, our homes are
often easy marks for burglars. There are
many recent instances of property being
stolen both inside and outside the home,
during day or night. The sheriff's patrols
in our area are an insufficient retardant
and their recovery rate of stolen property
is not high. Please help by watching out
for unfamiliar vehicles and individuals
"casing" surrounding residences and by
reporting suspicious behavior.

The warm weather season is a great
time of year and we look forward to its
arrival. At the same time, all of us should
concern ourselves with avoiding automobile
accidents, fire, and crime.
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According to Mrs. Edwards, one of the
unique grape growing features of Bennett
Valley is the capability of the area to grow
a wide spectrumof grape varieties. Whereas
most grape growing areas usually concen-
trate on growing only one type of grape be
it early, mid-season or late, very different
grapes such as Chardonnay and Merlot grow
well in close proximity in Bennett Valley
because of our many micro-climates. In the
Rordeaux region of France, the Merlot grape
has been held in high esteem and used pri-
marily for blending high quality wines rather
than as a varietal. However, in California,
Merlot has not reached the level of promi-
nence it enjoys in France because the vines
generally have not done very well. Since
Merlot vines do grow quite well in Bennett
Valley, Mrs. Edwards feels they can prove to
be a boon to the area - establishing Bennett
Valley not only as a unique viticultural area
but as an area with a reputation for excel-
lence in wines. As winemaster at Matanzas
Creek Winery, Merry Edwards likes to exper-
iment with different blendsof Cabernet and
Merlot. Their '78 and '79 Merlots were
blended with just a touch of Cabernet while
their '78 and '79 Cabernets were 100%
Cabernet.

MatanzasCreek Winery has, on the pre-
mises, approximately 10 acres planted in
producing Merlot and 12 acres planted in
grafted Chardonnay. More acreage is cur-
rently being planted in Chardonnay so that
eventually they plan to have a total of 60
acres planted in grapes. In the long range
scheme of things, Matanzas Creek Winery is
exploring the feasibility of expanding to
double their present capacity and no more.
Their desire is to remain relatively small
so that quality can be closely monitored and
controlled. Any larger and, Mrs. Edwards
feels, close control might be hard to attain.

At present, over fifty percent of the
grapes crushed at Matanzas Creek come from
Bennett Valley grapes. Half of the Chardonnay
grapes come from the Sonoma Mountain area and
all of the Cabernet is raised in Bennett
Valley. The volume of grapes grown on the
premises, while small, numbers approximately
15 ot -° 7%) tonsa, TM-y look f rw e

a r me
1.

7 W
a i s

‘Ol: nn-
| de -

| ; mi

| | Th e
r salf

me is:
rom é 21 | sh. e
a 2 ee n¢ re. ht

be expected, their wines sell out fast -- even
at $14 a bottle.
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