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MEMO FROM THE BOARD

As we begin a new year, we look back over
the e v e n t s of 1 9 8 0 . . .

December-February - Met with res idents in the
v i c i n i t y o f t h e Sonoma M o u n t a i n and P r e s s -
l e y Road i n t e r s e c t i o n t o draw up an a g r e e -
able solut ion to the safety problems of
t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n . P l a n s w e r e t h e n d r a w n
up, vo lun ta r i ly, by a c iv i l engineer and
p r e s e n t e d to the County Road Department.
At that time, the in te rsec t ion was placed
on the County's priori ty l i s t of road
improvement s .
Annual b i l l i n g r e i n s t a t e d .

March - 1st n e w s l e t t e r of 1980.
May - Distr ibuted over 900 l e a fl e t s in Bennett

Valley announcing our fi r s t candidates '
n i g h t . All s i x c a n d i d a t e s f o r l s t D i s t -
r i c t Supervisor were r e p r e s e n t e d .

June - 2nd n e w s l e t t e r of 1980.
September - 3rd newsletter of 1980, delivered

to a l l county Bennett Va l l e y r e s i d e n t s .
Held a dual-purpose meeting - (a) A rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e from the S h e r i f f ' s Depart-
ment came, complete with movie and dem-
ons t ra t ion mockups, to address the burg-
lary problems of our a r e a and to i n d i c -
a t e the best ways to combat the problem.
(b) The two r u n - o f f c a n d i d a t e s for 1st
D i s t r i c t S u p e r v i s o r came to answer ques-
t i o n s from Bennett Va l l e y r e s i d e n t s .
Held annual board elections. Results:
Warren Watkins, Barbara Maberry, and
Paul Mowbray e l e c t e d to t h r e e - y e a r terms.

O c t o b e r - O f fi c e r s f o r 1981 e l ec t ed .
November - At board 's request , the County

road crews trimmed t h e b rush overgrowth
a l o n g Sonoma M o u n t a i n Road a n d on Press-
ley Road s o u t h of the Sonoma Mtn. i n t e r -
s e c t i o n which was c r e a t i n g road s a f e t y
problems. Also e n l i s t e d the road crew's
a s s i s t a n c e i n tr imming dangerous t r e e
overhangs at Cooper's Grove (at owner re-
q u e s t ) .
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In addi t ion , the BHA board regular ly re-
views n o t i fi c a t i o n s from the County conce rn ing
proposed land d i v i s i o n s in the Benne t t Va l l e y
Study Area. We have worked wi th and for a r e a
residents on concerns or problems they've
brought to our a t t en t i on . We urge you to be-
come invo lved i n our a r e a and to give us your
in-put. Our primary goal is working t o g e t h e r
for the b e t t e r m e n t of Bennett Val ley and its
r e s i d e n t s .

In 1981 we w i l l be m e e t i n g on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month ( i n s t e a d o f t h e 4 t h Wed-
nesday as in the past) at the Bennett Valley
Fi re S t a t i o n . We i n v i t e you to come to a n y / a l l
board mee t ings and to contac t us at any time
wi th your comments. A q u a r t e r l y n e w s l e t t e r is
planned for t h i s year, and we invite your
s u g g e s t i o n s f o r a r t i c l e s . N e w s l e t t e r i d e a s
and a r t i c l e s may a l s o be s u b m i t t e d to
Carolyn Dowdy (527-5682).

Hope to see you in 1981!

SONOMA COUNTY LEASH LAWS

Many r e s i d e n t s in the v a l l e y have been
having problems with dogs running loose, notice-
ably in Annadel Park and adjacent areas. Some
of the r e s i d e n t s have lost baby r a b b i t s and
young calves. This spring there will be lambs
and young co l t s . P l e a s e t h ink when you a l low
your dog o u t . . . a n y o n e has the r ight to shoot i f
the dog is going to annoy the animals.

Nancy B a t s o n
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WHAT IS THE BHA?

The forming of the Bennett Valley Home-
owners Association began with a meeting on
May 7, 1971, at the Bennett Valley Grange
H a l l . Homeowners i n the Bennett Val ley area
at t h a t t i m e w a n t e d t o have a v o i c e in how
Bennett Val ley grew in the future. The
Association was incorporated o f fi c i a l l y on
June 1, 1971.

Today, as in 1971, growth is a major
c o n c e r n . Higher population in the last nine
years has r equ i r ed widening of roads and
p r o p o s a l s t o improve o t h e r r o a d s . I n c i d e n t s
of crime, including t h e f t and vandalism,

have increased immensely since the early
s e v e n t i e s .

S i n c e i t s inception, the Bennett Valley
Homeowners' A s s o c i a t i o n has been a s t r o n g
vo ice with recommendations to the County re-
garding growth and its inherent problems in
the Bennett Va l l ey a r e a . Many members of
the A s s o c i a t i o n c o n t r i b u t e d much o v e r t h e
yea r s w i t h t h e i r s u g g e s t i o n s for c o n t r o l l e d
g r o w t h . I n d i v i d u a l s c o n t r i b u t e d h o u r s of
the i r time to make the Bennett Val ley
S p e c i fi c P l a n ( a n e x t e n s i o n of t h e G e n e r a l
P l a n ) a p l a n t h a t c o n s i d e r e d t h e c o n c e r n s
of a l l the people of Bennett Val ley, not
only with zoning but with u se s and capab-
i l i t i e s of the l a n d .

When I became a member of the BHA,
one of my main c o n c e r n s was t h e growth of
Bennett Va l l e y. There is no doubt that
the area will continue to grow. I only
hope that common sense p r e v a i l s with dev-
e l o p e r s and c o u n t y o f fi c i a l s so t h a t we
w i l l s t i l l have an a r e a that p r e s e r v e s

one o f t h e most s c e n i c a r e a s in Sonoma County.
Also, I hope that future generations of people
in Bennett Val ley and the s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s can
enjoy the country atmosphere - the cows, sheep,
horses, goats, deer, and all the wild l i fe
along with the t rees , meadows, and ro l l ing h i l l s .

Ted C h a m b e r l a i n
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . .

WHAT IS THE DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE?

Over the past s e v e r a l months a b i t of con-
f u s i o n s e e m s t o h a v e a r i s e n o v e r t h e d i f f e r e n c e s
between the Bennett Valley Homeowners' Associa-
tion and the Bennett Valley Design Review Com-
mittee. They are two completely d i f f e r e n t ent-
i t i e s . The Homeowners A s s o c i a t i o n is a group of
concerned r e s i d e n t s who r e p r e s e n t and respond to
the people of Bennett Valley and any i s sues t h a t
a r i s e concern ing the a r e a . The Bennett Va l l ey De-
s i g n Review Committee is a committee of 5 a r e a
r e s i d e n t s appoin ted by our County Supe rv i so r to
insure that the p o l i c i e s and r equ i r emen t s o f the
Bennett Valley Spec ific Plan are complied with by
b u i l d e r s . A major purpose of the Committee is t o
accommodate the i n c r e a s i n g number of b u i l d i n g s
with the least amount of i n t r u s i o n on the n a t u r a l
l a n d s c a p e . . . t o m a i n t a i n the i nhe ren t c h a r a c t e r -
i s t i c s of t h e a r e a . They b r ing to the Committee
p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s of e x p e r t i s e - - b e i t engineering,
farming, a r c h i t e c t u r e , e t c . - - a r e a s of knowledge
which are most important in applying the design
review requirements writ ten into the Bennett
Val ley Plan. It i s a d i f fi c u l t and o f t e n t h a n k -
less job. To better understand how they function.
a r e a r e s i d e n t s might wish to observe a t one o f
their meetings: 7:30 p.m. at Bennett Valley
School, 2nd & 4 th Wednesdays o f the month.

The Bennett Valley Homeowners Association co l l ec t s dues in January of each year. With t h i s
annual co l l ec t ion , we hope to encourage pa r t i c ipa t ion in the Association, to maintain a current
list of members, and to finance activit ies of the Association, such as publication of the
Bennett Valley Voice, normal operating expenses, as well as any future ge t - toge thers .

We ex i s t to se rve t h i s a r e a and need your support to be t r u l y e f f e c t i v e . We hope you'11
join us as well as encourage your neighbors to become members of the Bennett Valley Homeowners'
A s s o c i a t i o n .

If you would like to join, please fi l l out and tear off the s l i p below. Mail it in the
e n c l o s e d s e l f - a d d r e s s e d e n v e l o p e .

BENNETT VALLEY HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION
1981 Membership Dues

New m e m b e r s h i p .

Membership renewal

Please remit by February 29, 1981

. . $5.00

. $ 3 . 0 0

Make checks payable t o : Bennett Va l l e y Home-
owners ' A s s o c i a t i o n .
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LOCAL WINERIES

I have read that nearly 486,000 gallons of
wine was produced from Bennett Valley g r a p e s a t
the t u r n of the century. Most o f these v i n e -
yards, which were not disease res is tant variet-
i e s , were la ter k i l l e d by phyl loxera , or most
recently, replaced by housing. The i n d u s t r y

is recovering, however, due to the use of d i s -
ease r e s i s t an t rootstocks, and this recovery is
ev idenced by the a r r i v a l o f t h r e e new w i n e r i e s
w i t h i n the las t few years.

The fi r s t and largest winery to appear was
Matanzas Creek Winery. It is owned by the
MacIvers and located a g a i n s t the h i l l s on the
v a l l e y fl o o r a l o n g Bennett Va l l e y Road. The
winemaker is Merry Edwards. Matanzas Creek
Winery plans to ultimately produce 12,000
g a l l o n s of top q u a l i t y red and white wines,
largely from Bennett Valley grapes. Their
white wines include Chardonnay, Gewurztraminer,

Pinot Blanc, and Semillon. Red wines produced
c o n s i s t of Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon, and
Merlot. Some champagne has also been made.

The Matanzas Creek wines a r e premium
q u a l i t y, fu l l -bodied , and aged in French oak.
They sel l quickly by invi ta t ion at the winery
or at selected r e t a i l o u t l e t s .
Chardonnay won the Vintner's Club tasting and° tu that in and
has been given the highest r a t i ng by Connoiss-
e u r ' s Guide to wine. T h e w i n e i s d e s c r i b e d a s

"unsurpassed", with "intense fruit and s u p e r bbalance".
Our second winery, Laurel Glen Vineyards,

is a l s o off, to a good start. Located o f f
Sonoma Mtn. Rd. and owned by the Campbells,
the grapes from their vineyard (in a Chateau
St. Jean 1977 Cabernet Sauvignon) won the gold
medal at th i s year 's Sonoma County Harvest Fair.
Not su rp r i s ing ly, winemaker Patrick Campbell
says Laurel Glen Vi n e y a r d s w i l l s p e c i a l i z e i n
Cabernet . The fi r s t r e l e a s e o f h i s full-
bodied, French oak-aged premium Cabernet
Sauvignon wi l l be in 1983.

Laurel Glen Vineyards p lans to remain a
small or bout ique winery with a c a p a c i t y of
6,000 gallons yearly. Somewhat unique to the
winery w i l l be exper imenta t ion i n b l e n d i n g the
o t h e r r e d v a r i e t i e s of B o r d e a u x w i t h C a b e r n e t
Sauvignon. These " r e l a t i v e s " t o Cabernet in-
clude seldom-planted Cabernet Franc, Malbec,
and Petite Verdot, all to be grown by Laurel
Glen.

Our th i rd local winery is H. Coturri
and Sons, a family winery in the boutique
c l a s s w i th a c a p a c i t y of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3500
gallons. The winery is secluded along Enter-
prise Rd. in an exce l len t , growing viticult-
u r a l a r e a .

H. Co tu r r i and Sons has been bonded s i n c e
July 1, 19/9, and is making P ino t No i r, Z in-
t a n d e l , Cabernet Sauvignon, Gewurz t raminer,
Chardonnay, Johannisberg Riesl ing, and Sem-

No wines have been r e l e a s e d y e t , as
all are being aged in oak. In fact, their
wines will be in the t r ad i t iona l European s ty le ,
with long aging p o t e n t i a l . Add i t iona l ly,
H. Co tu r r i and Sons wines w i l l be made in the
pur i s t sense, using no chemicals and relying
on the grapes' own yeast in the fermentation
p r o c e s s . Their wines will eventually be sold
by newslet ter, in restaurants, and through re-
t a i l o u t l e t s .

The appearance of Matanzas Creek, Laurel
Glen, and H. Coturri and Sons wineries in the
Bennett Valley area is testimony to the
s t rength of the v i t i c u l t u r e and winemaking in-
d u s t r i e s here. We wish them the bes t of luck.

W a r r e n W a t k i n s

BENNETT VALLEY CEMETERY

The sign is gone now, torn down by vandals
who tipped over headstones, par t ied under the
t r ees , and l e f t their broken beer bo t t l e s be-
hind them; and you have t o look q u i c k l y to see
i t a t a l l , as you round that last curve on your
way to town. But the pioneer Bennett Valley
Cemetery i s s t i l l d o i n g b u s i n e s s on the h i l l
a c r o s s t h e road from t h e go l f course.

The town, of course, has slowly crept out
to meet it, unti l now the l i t t l e graveyard,
once described in County records as " fi v e miles
from Santa Rosa", nearly straddles the city
l i m i t s . Otherwise not much has changed s i n c e
the cemetery was establ ished over a century
ago on 3 acres of land donated by a s e t t l e r
named Hedrick.

There are s t i l l l o t s for s a l e a t $100
apiece, according to Assistant Sexton Sherman
Boivin. And, although no one was buried there
during the past year, at least one burial took
place the year before. Mr. Boivin and Sexton

Bi l l Sawyer, a long with Pres ident L e s t e r
Whitaker, Secretary Mildred H i l l , and
Treasurer Florence Maxwell, are members of the
Bennett Valley Cemetery Associa t ion , which has
the responsibility for the cemetery's admin-
i s t r a t i o n a n d m a i n t e n a n c e .

The o r g a n i z a t i o n meets on the fi r s t S a t -
urday of every March to plan t h e i r annual
cleanup day, usually held on the fi r s t Sunday
in May. The members r e c r u i t t h o s e p e r s o n s
who have a f a m i l i a l connec t ion with t h e
cemetery (or just an i n t e r e s t in i t s upkeep)

c o n t i n u e d
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CEMETERY, continued

to help with raking leaves, chopping weeds,
and p ick ing up t r a s h . A cab le placed a c r o s s
the e n t r a n c e two years ago has reduced the
number of t r e spasse r s , but some l i t t e r and
v a n d a l i s m p r o b l e m s c o n t i n u e .

Although the r a n k s of t h o s e who f e e l k i n -
sh ip t i e s to the cemetery have dwindled over
the years, the cur rent ly ac t ive Association
members t a k e t h e i r p o s i t i o n s s e r i o u s l y .
Mrs. Maxwel l , whose p a r e n t s , g r a n d p a r e n t s ,
a n d g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s a r e b u r i e d on t h e h i l l ,
"inherited" her job from her mother, who had
t a k e n o v e r a s t r e a s u r e r a f t e r t h e d e a t h o f

her, husband. Another family member served
a s s e c r e t a r y .

Although s e v e r a l dozen pioneers and
early Valley residents are named in a l i s t
compiled by the DAR in 1934, Mrs. Maxwell
r e p o r t s that many more p e r s o n s were b u r i e d
w i t h o u t h e a d s t o n e s . That fac t , combined
with toppled markers and some a p p a r e n t in-
accuracies in the early day records, lends
s o m e t h i n g o f a m y s t e r i o u s n o t e . H o w e v e r ,
the l i s t , according to Mr. Boivin, conta ins
the names of many s e t t l e r s from Missour i
and poin ts s o u t h , r e fl e c t i n g t h e d o m i n a n c e
of southerners in Santa Rosa's early his tory.

The records further indicate, and
Mrs. Maxwell a f fi r m s , that the cemetery was
established to meet a d e fi n i t e need, as the
a r e a s e e m s t o h a v e s u f f e r e d a number of epid-
emics and a h igh r a t e of in fan t m o r t a l i t y
during the 1800's. "Diptheria", suggests
Mrs. Maxwell, although typhoid and other
diseases surely contr ibuted. L u c i n d a

Badger and her husband, l i s t ed in the DAR
record only as " J . J . " , lost three sons and
three daughters, ranging in age from one
t o e l e v e n yea r s .

Despi te whatever changes t h e y e a r s have
brought, it is nice to know that there are
those who care about main ta in ing t i e s with
the past and that those who have l i v e d in
and loved the Va l l e y can choose to be
b u r i e d here.

Carolyn Dowdy

REMEMBER!

Call the LITTER HOTLINE at 527-2068 t o r e p o r t
any County road or highway that needs the
e x t r a a t t e n t i o n of the c leanup crews.


