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MEMO FROM THE BOARD

We ' d l i k e t o t h a n k e a c h of y o u for y o u r
prompt response to our 1980 b i l l i n g , and wel-
come you to t h e Bennet t Va l l e y Homeowners'
A s s o c i a t i o n . We hope to a c c o m p l i s h s e v e r a l
t h i n g s t h i s yea r above and beyond the u s u a l .
Our fi r s t step was r e i n s t i t u t i n g the b i l l i n g
of y e a r l y d u e s on a c a l e n d a r b a s i s . A n o t h e r
i s publ ishing qua r t e r ly issues of t h e B e n n e t t

Va l l e y Vo i c e (more o f t e n i f r e s p o n s e and fin-
ances dictate). We are s t a r t i n g a s e r i e s of
a r t i c l e s on t h e h i s t o r y of Bennett Va l l e y and
long ago re s iden t s . I f any of you have any
p e r t i n e n t m a t e r i a l on t h i s s u b j e c t ( o r o t h e r
sub jec t s ) , we welcome your ideas. I f you
would be w i l l i n g t o w r i t e f o r t h e newspaper,
p l e a s e s p e a k up ! P o s s i b l e f u t u r e a r t i c l e s
i n c l u d e t h e v i t i c u l t u r e i n d u s t r y, animal
h u s b an d r y, and other e n t e r p r i s e s as they
p e r t a i n t o B e n n e t t V a l l e y .

Addi t ional ly, we hope to p r i n t a l ea f -
let of u se fu l i n f o r m a t i o n about o u r a r e a and
give i t to a l l new res idents of Bennett
Valley as a way of saying welcome... and as a
way o f i n v i t i n g them to join the BHA. Along
th is same l i n e , i f you know o f any neighbors
who are not members or don ' t know tha t we're
around (Heaven fo rb id ! ) , p lease t e l l them
a b o u t t h e B H A .

We look fo rward to h o l d i n g our fi r s t
annual social g e t - t o g e t h e r. We' l l be in
touch with you when p l a n s s t a r t formulating.
If you've any suggest ions, by a l l means
s u g g e s t .

So f a r th i s year we've had one major
pro jec t progress... t ha t being the rea l ign-
ment of t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Sonoma M o u n t a i n
a n d P r e s s l e y R o a d s . T h i s h a s b e e n a n e x -

t r e m e l y h a z a r d o u s i n t e r s e c t i o n a n d w a s fi r s t
r e v i e w e d i n 1 9 7 5 . We a r e happy t o r e p o r t
t h a t we w e r e a b l e t o come up w i t h a s u g g e s -
ted r ea l i gnmen t which seemed a g r e e a b l e t o
t h o s e concerned. It has been s u b m i t t e d to
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the Sonoma County Road Dept. a s a p r i o r i t y
s a f e t y i tem.

As a r e m i n d e r , if you have any conce rns
a b o u t s o m e t h i n g in t h e Bennet t Va l l e y a r e a and
f ee l we might be able to help, p lease contact
us or come t o a meeting and bring the matter
to the B o a r d ' s a t t e n t i o n .

T a m a r a B o u l t b e e

C u r r e n t m e m b e r s a r e t h o s e w h o s e d u e s
a r e pa id ($5 f o r new members and $3 per year
for continuing members.) Meetings are the 4th
Wednesday o f each month a t the Bennett Va l l ey
F i r e S t a t i o n a t 6161 B e n n e t t Va l l e y Road.

P.G. & E. UPDATE

P.G.&E. t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s a r e s t i l l
s c h e d u l e d t o go t h r o u g h Bennet t Va l l e y.
According t o the County r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , Toby
Ross, t h e County is no l o n g e r p u r s u i n g l e g a l
recourse in the matter. P.G.&E. was the
winner in t h i s fi r s t s t a g e . The n e x t s t a g e is
the appl ica t ion for c e r t i fi c a t i o n . T h i s i s

about a 9 month p r o c e s s invo lv ing d e t a i l s o f

( c o n t i n u e d )
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P.G.& E. UPDATE c o n t i n u e d

alignment, loca t ion , and s p e c i fi c mitig-
a t i o n s . Hear ings may begin by the end of
t h i s month. Notice will be given in the
local paper, however not ice may be qu i t e
s h o r t . T h e r e f o r e , those who a r e i n t e r e s t e d
in at tending and or taking part in these
h e a r i n g s might w i s h t o c o n t a c t Toby Ross
a t t h e Sonoma C o u n t y P l a n n i n g D e p a r t m e n t
l a t e i n t h e month t o s ee if hea r ing d a t e s ,
e t c . , have been set up. We u rg e a l l t h o s e
c o n c e r n e d t o a t t e n d .

ARE YOU PLANNING TO BUILD?

All s t ruc tu res proposed to be buil t in
Bennett Va l l e y must be approved by the
Bennett Valley Design Review Committee. T h e
aim of the Committee i s t o keep new s t r u c -
t u r e s i n c o n s p i c u o u s . I f t h e s t r u c t u r e c a n -
not be concealed by na tura l f e a t u r e s , sc reen-
ing is r e q u i r e d . P rope r ty owners a r e en-
couraged to meet w i th t h e Committee p r i o r t o
design so tha t requirements may be b u i l t into
t h e d e s i g n . The Commi t t ee m e e t s t h e l s t a n d
3rd Wednesdays o f each month at the F i r e h o u s e ,
s t a r t i n g at 7:30 p.m.

D I D YOU KNOW THAT -

. . . in 1853 Coleman Ta l b o t owned t h e land
surrounding the fi r e house. He h a d b o u g h t
600 a c r e s from James Benne t t who bought i t
from G e n e r a l Va l l e j o . Mr. Ta l b o t engaged i n
farming and s t o c k r a i s i n g . H o l m a n T a l b o t

bought p a r t of the land from h i s fa ther and
i n 1865 commenced an e x t e n s i v e improvement
and cultivation. By 1880 he had a magnif-
i c e n t v i n e y a r d of 50 ac re s , 42 acres of
w h i c h w e r e d e v o t e d t o t h e p r o d u c t i o n of
wine grapes of the Zinfandel, Riesling and
Mission v a r i e t i e s . I n 1926 H o l m a n T a l b o t
s t i l l m a i n t a i n e d 190 a c r e s d e v o t e d t o vine-
y a r d and d a i r y purposes.

C R I M E

P l e a s e e x p r e s s t o B o a r d m e m b e r s a n y
conce rns you may have r e g a r d i n g t h e in-
c r e a s i n g problem o f b u r g l a r y in Bennett
Valley. It is possible that a future
Homeowners' meeting wi l l be scheduled to
d i s c u s s ways i n which we can work wi th the
Sonoma County S h e r i f f ' s Office in reducing
t h e r i s i n g b u r g l a r y r a t e . A c o o p e r a t i v e
e f f o r t might b r i n g r e s u l t s !

WHO ARE THE L I T T E R B U G S ?

Do you ever wonder when you t r a v e l the
c o u n t r y r o a d s in your a r e a who i s r e s p o n s i b l e
for a l l the l i t t e r . I h a v e w o n d e r e d f o r a
long t i m e s i n c e I v e r y s e l d o m s e e a n i n d i v i d -

u a l a c t u a l l y l i t t e r t h e c o u n t r y r o a d s .
What i s t h e d e fi n i t i o n o f l i t t e r ? L i t t e r

i s t o s c a t t e r a b o u t i n a c a r e l e s s manner. Who
i s a l i t t e r b u g ? A l i t t e r b u g i s a p e r s o n who.
l i t t e r s highways or other public places with
waste paper, garbage, cans, and various other
items.

Since we a r e probably d e a l i n g with c a r e -
l e s s people who have l i t t l e o r no respect for
t h e c o u n t r y , I fi n d i t h a r d t o b e l i e v e t h a t
t he l i t t e r b u g s a r e t h e r e s i d e n t s of t h e
c o u n t r y a r e a .

We do have fi n e s for l i t t e r i n g , bu t the
p r o c e s s o f fi l i n g a complaint and a c t u a l l y
making an individual pay the fi n e could be a
long process. Police a u t h o r i t i e s should be
n o t i fi e d when p e o p l e do l i t t e r , w i t h t h e hope
that at l e a s t a warning might be g iven t o the
i n d i v i d u a l .

Although t h e l i t t e r i s n ' t at an epidemic
s tage, I think that most of us have to do
some of t h e d i r t y w o r k . There a r e many in-
d i v i d u a l s a n d g r o u p s who t a k e t h e t i m e t o
c l e a n up p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y area. S o m e o f
these groups d o n ' t even l i v e in the count ry.
I commend these people for their e f f o r t s . As
i n d i v i d u a l s we s h o u l d t r y t o c l e a n up our
own a r e a s . The next time you go for a walk,
t a k e a l a rge garbage bag wi th you. I t s
amazing how much l i t t e r can be p icked up in
jus t a s h o r t wa lk .

My main reason for writ ing t h i s a r t i c l e
was t o b r i n g i t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n of e v e r y b o d y.
I know w e ' r e aware of the problem, but some-
t i m e s people need t o be reminded that they
may be the problem or they can he lp t o s o l v e
t h e p r o b l e m .

Any comments o r s u g g e s t i o n s a r e welcome.
P l e a s e d i r e c t t h e m t o t h e newspaper.

T e d C h a m b e r l a i n


