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PROP. 13 AND BENNETT VALLEY
~ FIRE PROTECTION

J. D. Ruhlman - Chief B.V.F.P.D.

Home and property owners should be
aware of the impact Prop. 13, the Jarvis/
Gann initiative, can have on Bennett Valley
Fire Dept. My intent is to present facts, not
scare tactics.

| think a property owner’s vote should
depend on where his investment is. Those
property owners with a greater percent of
value in their land should vote for Prop. 13.
Those with the most value in improvements
Should think twice before they vote.

Ninety-five percent or more of the fire
district’s funds come from property tax,
therefore we expect a 60 to 70% cut in
funds. With the fire district’s insurance tak-
ing about 25% of last year’s budget, we
would have 5 to 15% left for all other
expenses,

There are those who say that the state
will bail us out if Prop. 13 passes, but,
Governor Brown says not to look to the
state as a ‘’Sugar Daddy’’. If the state did
come up with the money it would still be
your tax money ina different form and you
would have lost local control. If the money
is handed down by the state you can bet
they'll also tell us how to spend it.

Take schools for example. As the
State and Federal governments have gained
control in the local schools the costs have
gone up, such as the costs in the State or
Federally mandated school lunch programs.
School costs around the state have about
doubled in the last 10 years, while enroll-
ment has decreased. Inflation cannot ac-
count for all of this.

With the fire department operating on
5 to 15% o ent budget, it should be
obvious the vave to go back to an all
volunteer d t and curtail any service
that isn 2d by law. This would
probably e =irst Aid calls and any
other calls in actual fire.

Prop. with the property tax
costs of loc ment. It should be not-
ed that in < oO homeowner tax costs
of fire pri there are homeowner
insurance ¢ well.

Insuri niums are set, for the
most part, isurance Services Office

ratings (pre the Pacific Fire Rating
Bureau). £ alley is presently Class 8

SOPS6 BIUsJOJI2D ‘esoY eIURS
9997 XOg 291440 380d

NOILVIDOSSV SHANMOAWOH AATIVA LLANNAG

PROP. 13 (continued)
by 1.S.O. rating but would most likely have
to go back to Class 9. This would mean an
approximate increase of from 35 to 45% in
your fire insurance cost. Would that increase
be more than the nominal amount of your
tax bill that goes toward fire protection?

If you lost your house by fire because
of lack of fire protection you may get
2nough insurance to rebuild but under Prop.
13 it would most likely be reassessed at to-

day’s inflated new value. The Jarvis/Gann
initiative was not written for the homeowner
thatis protected by a fire district (as oppos-
ed to city fire departments with vastly
different funding sources). Think about it.

BENNETT VALLEY GRANGE

Perhaps you have wondered what the
Grange is. It is a national fraternal organiza-
tion, properly called Patrons of Husbandry,
formed in 1867 for the social, economic and
legislative betterment of the farmer. Today,
although the Grange is strongest in rural areas,
many members are not farmers.

In May 1873, some farmers in Bennett
Vallev decided to farm a Granae Follawina
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FEES FOR B. V. SCHOOLS

“Impact fees’”’ are those special monies
collected with normal building permit fees
to cover incremental school costs related to
a growing population.

Logically, one might assume that more
homes and people would generate sufficient
property tax revenues to cover any increase
in school costs. In the long run they do,
but a lag of about 2 years from ground-
breaking (on a new home) to actual receipt
of tax revenues by Bennett Valley School
District creates a temporary shortfall which
necessitates the collection of “impact fees’
to cover immediate increases in costs.

A hypothetical subdivision will add
.7/5 children per household to the school
population according to historical and stat-
istical measures. The school board calculates
that each additional student in the district
requires an outlay of $375, almost all of
which is used to purchase or lease temporary
classrooms to house the growing school
population.

The burden of proving an impact
situation is on the school board, anc pre-
vio 3lv paid impact fees are refiindal o if

; f
. /

| fF
|

| ‘

eel G hee Ee LB ar --4

G
O

I
O

V
ai

vd

PR
OP

. 
13

 AND
 

BE
NN

ET
T 

VA
LL

EY
FI

R
E 

PR
O

T
E

C
T

IO
N

J. 
D

. 
Ru

hl
m

an
 

- C
hi

ef
 B

. V
.F

.P
.D

.

H
om

e a
nd

 p
ro

pe
rt

y o
w

ne
rs

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e
aw

ar
e o

f t
he

 im
pa

ct
 P

ro
p.

 13
, t

he
 Ja

rv
is/

G
an

n i
ni

tia
tiv

e,
 c

an
 ha

ve
 o

n B
en

ne
tt 

V
al

le
y

Fi
re

 D
ep

t. M
y i

nt
en

t is
 to

 pr
es

en
t f

ac
ts,

 n
ot

sc
ar

e t
ac

tic
s.

I 
th

in
k a

 p
ro

pe
rt

y o
w

ne
r's

 vo
te

 sh
ou

ld
de

pe
nd

 o
n w

he
re

 h
is

 in
ve

st
m

en
t i

s.
T

h
o

ss
pr

op
er

ty
 o

w
ne

rs
 w

it
h a

 g
re

at
er

 p
er

ce
nt

 o
f

va
lu

e i
n t

he
ir 

la
nd

 sh
oü

ld
 v

ot
e f

or
 P

ro
p.

 13
,

Th
os

e w
ith

 th
e m

os
t v

alu
e i

n i
m

pr
ov

em
en

ts
Sh

ou
ld

 th
in

k t
w

ice
 be

fo
re

 th
ey

 vo
te

.
N

in
et

y-
fi

ve
 p

er
ce

nt
 o

r m
o

re
 o

f t
h

e fi
r

e
di

st
ri

ct
's 

f u
nd

s c
om

e f
r o

m
 p

ro
pe

rt
y t

a x
,

th
er

ef
or

e w
e e

xp
ec

t a
 6

0 t
o 7

0%
 o

u
t i

n
fu

nd
s,

W
ith

 th
e fi

re
 di

st
ri

ct
's 

in
su

ra
nc

e t
ak

-
in

g a
bo

ut
 25

%
 o

f l
as

t y
ea

r's
 bu

dg
at

, w
e

w
o

u
ld

 h
a

v
e 5

 t
o 1

5%
 le

ft
 f

o
r a

ll
 ot

he
r

ex
pe

ns
es

.
T

he
re

 ar
e t

ho
se

 w
ho

 sa
y t

ha
t t

he
 st

at
e

w
il

l b
a

il
 u

s
G

ov
er

no
ro

u
t i

f P
ro

p.
1

3 p
as

se
s,

 b
ut

,
B

ro
w

n s
ay

s n
o

t t
o l

oo
k t

o t
h

e
sta

te
 as

 a "
Su

ga
r D

ad
dy

". 
If 

th
e s

tat
e d

id
co

m
e u

p w
it

h t
h

e m
on

ey
 i

t w
ou

ld
 st

il
l b

e
yo

ur
 ta

x m
on

ey
 in

 a d
iff

er
en

t f
or

m
 an

d y
ou

w
ou

ld
 ha

ve
 lo

st
 lo

ca
l c

on
tr

ol
, I

f t
he

 m
on

ey
is

 h
an

de
d d

ow
n b

y t
h

e s
ta

te
 y

o
u c

an
 b

e
t

th
ey

'll
 al

so
 te

ll 
us

 h
ow

 t
o s

pe
nd

 it
.

Ta
ke

 sc
ho

ol
s f

or
 ex

am
pl

e.
A

s t
h

e
St

at
e a

n
d F

ed
er

al
 go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
 h

av
e g

ai
ne

d
co

nt
ro

l i
n t

he
 lo

ca
l s

ch
oo

ls
 th

e c
os

ts
 h

av
e

go
ne

 u
p

, s
uc

h a
s t

h
e c

os
ts

 i
n t

h
e S

ta
te

 o
r

Fe
de

ra
lly

 m
an

da
te

d s
ch

oo
l l

un
ch

 pr
og

ra
m

s.
Sc

ho
ol

 co
st

s a
ro

un
d t

h
e s

ta
te

 h
av

e a
bo

ut
do

ub
led

 in
 th

e l
as

t 1
0 y

ea
rs,

 w
hi

le
 en

ro
ll-

m
e

n
t h

a
s d

ec
re

as
ed

.
co

un
t f

o
r a

ll
 o

f t
hi

s.
In

fla
ti

on
 c

an
no

t a
c

W
ith

 th
e fi

re
 de

pa
rt

m
en

t o
pe

ra
tin

g o
n

5 t
o 1

5%
 of

 th
e p

re
se

nt
 bu

dg
et,

 it
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e

ob
vi

ou
s t

ha
t i

t w
il

l h
av

e t
o g

o b
ac

k t
o a

n a
ll

vo
lu

nt
ee

r d
ep

ar
tm

en
t a

nd
 cu

rt
ai

l a
ny

 se
rv

ic
e

th
a

t 
is

 n
o

t r
eq

ui
re

d b
y l

aw
.

Th
is 

w
ou

ld
pr

ob
ab

ly
 el

im
in

at
e F

ir
st

 A
id

 ca
lls

 a
nd

 a
ny

ot
he

r c
al

ls
 n

o
t f

or
 a

n a
ct

ua
l fi

re
,

Pr
op

. 1
3 d

ea
ls

 w
it

h t
h

e p
ro

pe
rt

y t
ax

co
st

s o
f l

oc
al

 go
ve

rn
m

en
t. 

It
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e n

ot
.

e
d t

ha
t i

n a
dd

iti
on

 to
 ho

m
eo

w
ne

r t
ax

 co
st

s
o

f fi
re

 pr
ot

ec
ti

on
,T

h
e

r
e a

r
e h

o
m

e
m

a
n

e
n

in
su

ra
n

ce
 c

o
st

s a
s w

el
l.

In
su

ra
nc

e p
re

m
iu

m
s a

re
 s

et
, f

o
r t

h
e

m
os

t p
ar

t, 
b

y t
he

 In
su

ra
nc

e S
er

vi
ce

s O
ffi

ce
ra

tin
gs

 (p
re

vi
ou

sly
 th

e P
ac

ifi
c F

ir
e R

ati
ng

B
u

re
au

. B
en

ne
tt 

Va
lle

y i
s p

re
se

nt
ly

 C
la

ss
 8

PRO
P. 

13 
(c

on
tin

ue
d)

b
y I

.S
.O

, r
at

in
g b

ut
 w

ou
ld

 m
os

t l
ik

el
y h

av
e

to
 go

 ba
ck

 to
 C

las
s 9

. T
hi

s w
ou

ld
 m

ea
n a

n
ap

pr
ox

im
at

e i
nc

re
as

e o
f f

ro
m

 3
5 t

o 4
5%

 i
n

yo
ur

 fi
re

 in
su

ra
nc

e c
os

t. 
W

ou
ld

 th
at

 in
cr

ea
se

b
e m

or
e t

ha
n t

he
 n

om
in

al
 am

ou
nt

 o
f y

ou
r

tax
 bi

ll 
th

at
 go

es
 to

w
ar

d fi
re

 pr
ot

ec
tio

n?
If

 y
ou

 lo
st

 y
ou

r h
ou

se
 b

y fi
re

 be
ca

us
e

o
f l

ac
k o

f fi
re

 pr
ot

ec
tio

n y
o

u m
a

y g
et

no
ug

h i
ns

ur
an

ce
 t o

 re
bu

ild
 b

ut
 u

nd
er

 P
ro

p.
1

3 i
t w

ou
ld

 m
os

t l
ik

el
y b

e r
ea

ss
es

se
d a

t t
o

da
y'

s i
nfl

at
ed

 n
ew

 v
al

ue
.

T
he

 Ja
rv

is
/G

an
n

in
iti

at
iv

e w
as

 n
ot

 w
ri

tte
n f

or
 th

e h
om

eo
w

ne
r

th
at

 is
 pr

ot
ec

te
d b

y a
 fi

re
 d

is
tr

ic
t (

as
 op

po
s-

e
d t

o c
it

y
fi

re
d

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
 w

i
t

h v
as

tl
y

di
ff

er
en

t f
un

di
ng

 so
ur

ce
s)

. T
hi

nk
 ab

ou
t i

t.

BE
NN

ET
T 

VA
LLE

Y
 

GR
AN

GE
Pe

rh
ap

s y
o

u h
av

e w
on

de
re

d w
ha

t t
h

e
Gr

an
ge

 is
. I

t is
 a n

ati
on

al
 fr

ate
rn

al
 or

ga
niz

a-
ti

on
, p

ro
pe

rl
y c

al
le

d P
at

ro
ns

 o
f H

us
ba

nd
ry

,
fo

rm
ed

 in
 1

88
7 f

or
 th

e s
oc

ia
l, e

co
no

m
ic

 a
n

d
leg

isl
ati

ve
 be

tte
rm

en
t o

f t
he

 fa
rm

er
.T

od
ay

.
al

th
ou

gh
 th

e G
ra

ng
e i

s s
tro

ng
es

t i
n r

ur
al

 ar
ea

s,
m

an
y m

em
be

rs
 a

re
 n

o
t f

ar
m

er
s.

In
 M

ay
 18

73
, s

om
e f

ar
m

er
s i

n B
en

ne
tt

Va
lle

y d
ec

id
ed

 to
 fo

rm
 a 

G
ra

ng
e. 

Fo
llo

w
in

g
th

e o
rg

an
iza

tio
na

l m
es

tin
g t

he
 ch

ar
te

r w
as

gr
an

te
d b

y t
he

 S
ta

te
 G

ra
ng

e a
nd

 B
en

ne
tt 

Va
l-

le
y G

ra
ng

e b
ec

am
e t

he
 16

th
 in

 th
e s

ta
te

.
T

he
 fi

rs
t S

un
da

y i
n J

un
e o

f t
ha

t y
ea

r, 
th

e
fa

m
ili

es
 of

 th
e G

ra
ng

e m
et

 fo
r a

 p
ic

ni
c.

 T
h

is
cu

st
om

 h
as

 co
nt

in
ue

d u
ni

nt
er

ru
pt

ed
ly

 e
ve

ry
ye

ar
 si

nc
e t

he
n.

T
hi

s J
un

e t
he

y w
il

l c
el

e-
br

at
e t

he
ir

 1
05

th
 an

nu
al

 pi
cn

ic
.

Th
e G

ran
ge

 H
all

 w
as

 de
di

ca
ted

 in
 D

ec
-

em
be

r 1
8

7
3

. R
ed

w
oo

d l
um

be
r w

as
 h

au
le

d
fr

om
 C

ol
em

an
 V

al
le

y.w
it

h 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n
la

b
o

r p
ro

vi
de

d b
y t

h
e m

en
 w

hi
le

 th
e w

o
m

e
n

fu
rn

is
he

d f
o

o
d

.T
he

 to
ta

l c
os

t o
f t

he
 o

ne
-

ro
om

 bu
ild

in
g w

as
 $

28
7.

 S
in

ce
 th

en
 a 

di
ni

ng
ro

om
, k

itc
he

n,
 Ju

ni
or

 G
ra

ng
e r

oo
m

 an
d r

es
t-

ro
o

m
s h

a
v

e b
e

e
n a

d
d

ed
.

M
ee

tin
gs

 a
re

 st
il

l
he

ld
 i

n t
h

e o
ri

gi
na

l b
ui

ld
in

g.
M

em
be

rs
 a

re
p

ro
u

d t
h

a
t t

h
eG

ra
n

g
e H

al
l i

s t
h

e o
ld

e
st

G
ra

ng
e h

al
l i

n t
he

 U
.S

. c
on

tin
uo

us
ly

 in
 u

se
as

 a 
G

ra
ng

: h
al

l.
A 

bu
si

ne
ss

 m
ee

tin
g i

s h
el

d o
n t

he
 fi

rs
t

Fr
id

ay
 of

 ea
ch

 m
on

th
 an

d a
 po

tlu
ck

 di
nn

er
fo

llo
we

d b
y a

 pr
og

ram
 on

 th
e t

hi
rd

 F
rid

ay
.

M
an

y r
es

id
en

ts
 o

f t
he

 V
al

le
y c

om
e t

o
Gr

an
ga

 pu
bli

c a
ffa

irs
. P

erh
ap

s y
ou

 w
ou

ld
 li

ke
to

 sh
ar

e i
n G

ra
ng

e a
ct

iv
iti

es
. I

f y
ou

 w
ou

ld
lik

e m
or

e i
nf

or
m

at
io

n p
le

as
e c

al
l C

or
a D

ar
lin

g
a

t 5
44

-8
04

4 o
r R

ut
h S

w
an

so
n a

t 5
46

-0
72

9.

FEE
S 

FO
R 

B. 
V

. S
CH

OO
LS

"I
m

pa
ct

 fe
es

" a
re

 th
os

e s
pe

cia
l m

on
ies

co
lle

ct
ed

 w
ith

 no
rm

al
 bu

ild
in

g 
pe

rm
it fe
es

t
o c

ov
er

 in
cr

em
en

ta
l s

ch
oo

l c
o

st
s 

related 
t

o
a 

gr
ow

in
g p

op
ul

at
io

n.
Lo

gi
ca

lly
, o

ne
 m

ig
ht

 as
su

m
e t

ha
t m

or
e

ho
m

es
 a

nd
 pe

op
le

 w
ou

ld
 ge

ne
ra

te
 su

ffi
ci

en
t

p
ro

p
er

ty
 t

a
x r

ev
en

ue
s t

o c
o

v
er

 a
n

y i
nc

re
as

e
in

 sc
ho

ol
 co

st
s.

In
 th

e l
on

g r
u

n t
he

y d
o,

b
u

t a
 l

ag
 o

f a
bo

ut
 2 

ye
ar

s f
ro

m
 gr

ou
nd

-
br

ea
ki

ng
 (

o
n a

 n
e

w
 h

o
m

e
) t

o a
ct

u
al

 re
ce

ip
t

o
f t

ax
 re

ve
nu

es
 b

y B
en

ne
tt 

Va
lle

y S
ch

oo
l

D
is

tr
ic

t c
re

at
es

 a 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 sh
or

tf
al

l w
hi

ch
ne

ce
ss

ita
te

s t
he

 co
lle

ct
io

n o
f "

im
pa

ct
 fe

es
"

t
o c

ov
er

 
immediate 

in
cr

ea
se

s i
n c

os
ts

.
A 

hy
po

th
et

ic
al

 su
bd

iv
is

io
n 

w
ill

 a
d

d
.7

5 c
hi

ld
re

n p
er

 ho
us

eh
ol

d t
o t

he
 sc

ho
ol

po
pu

la
ti

on
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 t
o h

is
to

ri
ca

l a
n

d s
ta

t-
is

ti
ca

l m
ea

su
re

s.
T

h
e s

ch
oo

l 
board 
ca

lc
ul

at
es

th
at

 e
s

c
h a

dd
it

io
na

l s
tu

d
en

t i
n t

h
e d

is
tr

ic
t

re
qu

ir
es

 a
n

ou
tl

ay
 o

f $
37

5,
al

m
o

st
 a

ll
 o

f
w

h
ic

h i
s u

se
d t

o p
ur

ch
as

e o
r l

ea
se

 
temporary

cl
as

sr
oo

m
s t

o h
o

u
s

e t
h

e g
ro

w
in

g s
ch

oo
l

po
pu

la
tio

n.
T

h
e 

b
u

rd
e

n 
o

f p
ro

vi
ng

 a
n i

m
pa

ct
si

tu
at

io
n i

s o
n t

h
e s

ch
o

o
l b

o
ar

d
, a

n
d p

re
-

vi
ou

sl
y p

ai
d i

m
pa

ct
 fe

es
 a

re
 re

fu
nd

ab
le

 if
im

p
a

c
t c

a
n

n
o

t b
e 

proven,
A 

gr
ou

p o
f

bu
il

de
rs

 a
n

d t
h

e s
ch

o
o

l b
o

ar
d a

re
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

en
ga

ge
d i

n l
iti

ga
tio

n o
ve

r t
h

e c
ol

le
ct

io
n o

f
th

es
e f

e
e

s
. D

ur
in

g t
h

e t
er

m
 o

f t
he

se
 

le
ga

l
pr

oc
ee

di
ng

s t
h

e c
o

u
n

ty
 h

a
s c

a
s

e
d t

ra
ns

-
fe

rr
in

g t
h

e f
ee

s t
o t

h
e s

ch
oo

l 
di

str
ic

t f
or

th
e

ir
 u

se
.

U
n

ti
l a

n i
n

ju
n

ct
io

n i
s l

if
te

d,
th

e d
is

tr
ic

t i
s f

or
ce

d t
o o

pe
ra

te
 u

nd
er

 th
e

ad
di

tio
na

l h
ar

ds
hi

p o
f n

o
t b

ei
ng

 ab
le

 to
 u

se
fu

n
d

s w
h

ic
h h

a
v

e a
lr

ea
d

y b
e

e
n c

ol
le

ct
ed

,
a

n
d c

o
n

ti
n

u
e t

o 
co

ll
ec

te
d,

 b
u

t n
o

t
di

st
ri

bu
te

d.
O

ne
 sc

ho
ol

 b
oa

rd
 m

em
be

r t
ol

d u
s

th
at

 th
er

e i
s n

o p
er

so
na

l a
ni

m
os

ity
 to

w
ar

ds
th

e b
ui

ld
er

s,
 th

at
 

re
so

rti
ng

 
to

 th
e c

ou
rt

s t
o

re
so

lv
e t

hi
s s

or
t o

f d
is

pu
te

 is
 th

e o
nl

y p
ro

pe
r

ap
pr

oa
ch

.
B

ot
h s

id
es

 h
av

e v
al

id
 p

oi
nt

s
an

d r
ea

l p
ro

bl
em

s w
it

h r
es

pe
ct

 t
o t

he
 co

l-
le

ct
io

n o
f i

m
p

ac
t f

ee
s.

B
en

ne
tt 

V
al

le
y n

ow
 ha

s a
n e

nr
ol

lm
en

t
(

K
 th

ro
u

g
h 6

) o
f 8

3
8 s

tu
de

nt
s:

 i
f a

ll
 

su
b-

division 
a

n
d s

in
g

le
 fa

m
il

y d
w

el
li

ng
 p

er
m

it
ap

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 cu

rr
en

tl
y u

nd
er

 co
ns

id
er

at
io

n
a

r
e g

ra
nt

ed
,t

h
e s

c
h

o
o

l p
op

ul
at

io
nw

il
l

qu
ic

kl
y g

ro
w

 to
 ap

pr
ox

im
ate

ly
 

15
00

.
T

h
is

so
rt

 o
f g

ro
w

th
 w

il
l 

co
nt

in
ue

 
to

 
co

m
po

un
d

t
h

e fi
sc

a
lp

ro
b

le
m

s 
o

f t
h

e d
is

tr
ic

t u
nt

il
so

un
d l

on
gt

er
m

 so
lu

tio
ns

 ar
e f

ou
nd

.


