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GRAPES IN THE VALLEY
Dave Steiner

The history of the Bennett Valley/
Sonoma Mountain area as a wine-growing

region is somewhat hard to precisely trace,

but old-timers in the area have assured me

that at one time there were about two
thousand acres of vineyards in the immediate
vicinity. In addition, the past 75 years have

seen the rise and fall of several wineries,
including Branger and DeTurk on Bennett

Valley Road, Bottasso on lower Soncr

Mountain Road, and Sheik %3rothers 72.1
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DRS
WELCOME TO 30 NEW MEMBERS!

Nancy Batson
Paul Hamilton
Fred Hazlett

During February we had such a great

response to the maiden issue of the VOICE
that we hope other residents who are inter-
ested in our Valley will join the growing
B.V.H.A. membership.

Your continued support is needed to

maintain open communication in the Valley.
If you're not a member now, what better
time to join.

One year’s membership is only $5.00
which can be sent to the return address on
this newsletter. Your membership entitles
you to join with others to make one loud
voice in regard to our neighborhood and

to continue receiving the BENNETT
VALEEY? VOICE:
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WINE (continued from front page)

during the spring, thus eliminating the need

for costly frost protection systems.

Our production drops from the 7—15
tons-per-acre enjoyed by central valley grow-

ers to the 2—5 ton-per-acre range. The

reduced production and increased per-acre

cost is justified by the higher per-ton price,

even when the grower must sell his grapes as

grapes, and cannot crush them himself.

Several small ‘‘chateau-style’’ wineries in

Sonoma Valley whose concern has been

production of wines indigenous to the locale

have shown increasing interest in Bennett

Valley/Sonoma Mountain grapes and, equal-
ly important, a commensurate willingness to

pay premium prices for premium fruit. Two

such wineries are in the formative stages in
Bennett Valley (considered for federally-

regulated labelling purposes, part of the

Sonoma Valley) now and can be expected
to crush in 1978 or 1979.

The prospects for both vineyards and

wineries in Bennett Valley seem good, if

land use patterns and policies continue to

be favorable.

WHAT DO YOU KNOW —

YOU ONLY LIVE HERE!

Do you feel your thoughts on what

should happen to land use in Bennett Valley
are going unhear*? '5w is the time to

speak up.

If you can’ the Bennett Valley
Special Study | , jot down your
ideas and concel mail them to the

B.V.H.A. return We will see that

your responses ) the appropriate

hands.

If you dc

complain later.

k up now, don’t
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SPECIAL STUDY MEETINGS

On February 21 the first of four sched-

uled Special Study meetings with the county

planning department and Citizens Advisory

Committee was held. Toby Ross, with the

planning department acted as chairman.

Carol Whitmire also on the county staff was

present. The Citizens Advisory Committee

consists of Tamara Boultbee, Patrick Camp-

bell, Verley Gregersen, Fred Hazlett, Barbara

Mayberry, Paul Mowbray, George Nicholas,

Peggy Ann Nostrant, Sandra Steiner, Chery!

Tolin and Warren Watkins.
The role of the advisory committee

was explained by Ross. In his opinion, that

role should be one of liason between staff
Rackaraiindand Bennett \V/allaw racidante

inform \
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BENNETT VALLEY’S FUTURE
Lee Morton

As a resident and a builder/developer,
| feel that with proper planning, Bennett

Valley can develop and still retain the rural

atmosphere we all enjoy.

| would like to see the Valley develop

more homesites than are now available, but

not to the point of overpopulation which is,

in my opinion, the development of the

Valley floor ina hap-hazard manner causing
good farming land (grapes, pasture, etc.) to
be turned into homesites purely for the ease

of development.
| feel the hills that are proven unsuit-

able for agriculture should be developed.

Careful planning in these areas would help to

assure that homes blend into the natural

terrain and landscape.

Sonoma County's new subdivision or-

dinance can and should be used to assure

that new developments can be incorporated

into the area without undue visual interfer-
2nce, Tho hisildina departmoant and sanita-

nC h ring the
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fol ;
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